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     WILLISTON – Recently-elected Williston Mayor Charles Goodman, who was a member of 

the Williston City Council for a number of years, recently sent commentary about the proposed 

Williston Charter Review Committee.     In a May 8 email, the mayor noted “In a government of 

the people by the people and for the people, visibility is paramount so that all who are governed 

are informed.” 

     Mayor Goodman noted that Williston City Council President Debra Jones and City Manager 

Jackie Gorman both expressed to the mayor that they feel a strong need to have a charter 

review.  

     “In concept,” Goodman continues, “this is a reasonable idea. However, the details are 

important, in my opinion. This has been on our agenda for the last two Council meetings. I 

would 

like to share some thoughts that I have not yet managed to bring up for consideration by the 

Council.” 

     The mayor said he has conducted research to find the manner in which the city can amend its 

Charter. 

     “I feel that every council member should review the charter and submit the area they feel the 

review committee needs to review, the mayor noted in his May 8 email to HardisonInk.com. 

“And I feel the city manager should also do the same. In doing so, we all know exactly what it is 

that this committee will be reviewing and the committee has direction.” 

     As it stands, the next Williston City Council meeting has an agenda item that can be 

actionable, where the five City Council members and the mayor will each choose a person to 

appoint to the Williston Charter Review Committee. Then, a seventh person will be chosen for 

that committee. 

     “I also feel the manner of committee selection should be different than what the council 

president stated. Why should we differ on committee selection with this against all the other 

committee selections?” Mayor Goodman asked. “I find no compelling reason. Any person willing 

and ready to serve on such a committee should have a chance to apply for Council consideration. 

The idea of each councilor choosing one (appointee) that thinks like them, well, just seems 

poor.” 

     Due to the absence of City Councilman Zach Bullock being absent from the most recent 

meeting, where he was needed as the Williston Middle High School Varsity Baseball Team coach 

that he is to host the post-season playoffs at the home field, the appointment process was 

delayed. 

     As of now, the potential exists for the Williston City Council and mayor to appoint seven 

people to the as-yet unformed Williston Charter Review Committee at its next regular meeting. 

There is a potential, too, that the mayor will share his thoughts about opening up the process 

more for what may be needed in the amendments to the Charter, as well as for a different 

method for choosing committee members. 

     In the end, the voters will choose to accept or reject any Charter changes. The Williston City 

Charter is similar to the United States Constitution for the federal government or the Florida 

Constitution for state government. It forms the foundation of municipal governance in that city. 


