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CFEC members reject bylaws amendment 
Annual meeting provides reduced bills for many 

 
The flag and banner welcome members to the annual meeting. 
 
Story and Photos  
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 8, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The 2022 Annual Meeting of Central Florida Electric Cooperative (CFEC) 

members on Saturday morning 
(May 7) included many of the 
traditions, however there were 
enough new twists to mark this one 
as exceptional. 
 
(from left) CFEC Member 
Services Representative 
Deavin Pate, Member Services 
Representative Pat Hunt, 
Member Services 
Representative John Cherry 
and Justin Schmitz of CFEC 
Internet Technology welcome 
members and register them. 
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Seminole Electric Cooperative Senior Communications Representative Leigh Holmes 
provides information as well as light bulbs, cloth bags for carrying things, ink pens and 
more. 
 

 
Eddy Scott, a CFEC member and a candidate for Gilchrist County Commission, stands 
next to CFEC General Manager Denny George. 
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Shelby Allen of CFEC accounting, sits next to CFEC Board of Trustees Member Kyle 
Quincey. Trustee Quincey had just brought her a note concerning cooperative business. 
 

 
CFEC Attorney Norm D. Fugate helps a member understand about the proposed 
amendment to the co-op’s bylaws. Levy County Sheriff's Office deputies are seen in the 
background. 
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CFEC members James W. ‘Jim’ Beauchamp (left) and Leon Clyatt are among the 
hundreds of members at the meeting. The small American flags were given to each 
registered member to allow them to show how they vote on a proposed amendment to 
the bylaws. There was a resounding rejection of the amendment. 

 
CFEC Substation Metering Protection Manager Steven Studstill and Purchasing 
Manager A.D. Goodman are among the many co-op workers at the meeting who were 
available to help people. 
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CFEC Lineman Matt 
Miller prepares the 
safety demonstration. 
Even though this is a 
model, there are 10,000 
volts of electricity going 
through the line. This 
safety demonstration is 
taken to schools and 
elsewhere to help people 
understand how they 
can be killed or severely 
injured by not 
respecting a live wire. In 
the background CFEC 
Safety Coordinator 
Jonathan Polk is 
speaking with a co-op 
member. 
 

 

Sparks shoot 
out of the feet 
of this model 
man, showing 
how the 
electricity 
would travel 
through his 
body to the 
ground – and 
kill him by 
electrocution. 
Notice how 
the man is 
being put in 
place by a 
plastic pole 
and that 
Lineman 
Matt Miller is 
wearing protective gloves built to withstand high voltage. CFEC had more than 1,200 
days of continuous service without lost-time due to accident or injury as of Saturday 
(May 8). 
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Reign Down singers (from left) Steven Amburgey, tenor, Tim Ten Broeck, lead 
vocalist, Steve Oxner, baritone, and Andy Haynes, bass, sing at the meeting. 
 

 
Some of the hundreds of CFEC members find seats in the big warehouse where the 
meeting is held annually. 
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The two attorneys representing CFEC are W. Blake Fugate (left) and Norm D. Fugate. 
Among other things, they answered questions about trustee elections and a proposed 
bylaw amendment. 
 

 
Preparing to perform the Star-Spangled Banner at the annual meeting are (from left) 
Cole Johnson, Daelin Joslin, Seth Miner, Band Teacher and Director William Malloy, 
Thomas Allen and Brandon Bird of the Dixie County High School Band. 
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Alison DeLoach (left) 
Madison Redd are 
members of the CFEC 
Communications Team. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seminole Electric 
Cooperative Director of 
Communications and 
Energy Policy Ryan Hart 
stands near one of the 
dividers in the 
warehouse. The CFEC 
workers cleared 
equipment and put in 
chairs, a stage and more 
to prepare the 
warehouse for the 
annual meeting. 
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CFEC President Alan Mikell (District 6) starts the business meeting. 
 

 
Vice President James McCain (District 1) stands and is recognized at the meeting. 
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Secretary/Treasurer Carl Roof (District 2) stands and is recognized at the meeting. 
 

 
Tony Weeks (District 3) stands and is recognized at the meeting. He was elected as the 
president of Seminole Electric Cooperative, as is noted with more details in this story. 
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Kyle Quincey (District 4) stands and is recognized at the meeting. Some of the members 
of the CFEC Board of Trustees waved to the audience. Many people applauded for each 
trustee as he or she stood. 
 

 
Donald Lane (District 5) stands and is recognized at the meeting. 
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Kenneth O'Steen (District 7) stands and is recognized at the meeting.  
 

 
Bo Markham (District 8) stands and is recognized at the meeting. 
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Barbara Townsend (District 9) 
stands and is recognized at the 
meeting, as she waves to the 
crowd. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFEC General Manager 
Denny George tells the 
members that he and all 
of the trustees welcome 
their input or 
questions. 
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CFEC General 
Manager Denny 
George speaks to 
members and guests 
as the entire CFEC 
Board of Trustees 
and two attorneys 
representing the co-
op sit behind him. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Attorney Brandon 
Peters, a Williston 
area member of the 
co-op, tells why he 
endorses voting ‘No’ 
in regard to the 
question of whether 
to add a proposed 
amendment to the 
current CFEC 
bylaws. His speech 
was the proverbial 
final nail in the 
coffin for that 
amendment, which 
was extremely 
soundly defeated 
with the vote to Not adopt it. Peters is seeking election to the Florida House of 
Representatives District 22 (Levy, Gilchrist, and portions of Alachua County). Before 
Peters' speech, CFEC Attorney Norm D. Fugate mentioned that all nine members of the 
CFEC Board of Trustees opposed the amendment. 
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     After a couple of years’ hiatus from the global COVID-19 pandemic, the annual meeting was held in 
a different month; included a proposed amendment to the bylaws; included a $25 refund on one 
month’s electric bills for registrants; and still had other benefits members have come to expect and 
love. 
     Rather than the start of October, this year’s CFEC meeting started the new tradition of happening 
in May. 
     While this change helps people attend the Annual Williston Peanut Festival and other events that 
have been on the same day as the Annual CFEC Meeting in October, this year’s revision did happen on 
the day before Mother’s Day. 

Pre-Meeting Activities 
     Before the business meeting that started at 10 a.m., CFEC members registered with assistance from 
CFEC staff. Each account was presented with one small American flag, which could be held up during 
the business meeting to cast a vote either for or against the proposed amendment. 
     Each singular account, too, was credited with a $25 deduction from the next monthly electric bill. 
Rather than have a long, long random door-prize session after the business meeting, this year each 
member’s account where the member registered at the meeting was given the $25 reduction in their 
bill. 
     There were still 10 door prizes this year. So, by the member placing half a ticket in the basket and 
keeping the stub that showed the same number, he or she could win the door prize. Those door prizes 
were eight $100 cash prizes; one $250 cash prize; and one $500 cash prize. 
     Any registered member who wanted a five-gallon bucket could take one.  
     As usual, there was a lot of information available in pamphlets to help people know about methods 
to reduce electric consumption. This year, too, there were staff members available to answer 
questions. And the CFEC attorney, Norm D. Fugate and his son attorney W. Blake Fugate, were 
available to help people find answers to any questions about the proposed amendment to the bylaws. 
     Entertainment started at 8:15 a.m. Music was performed by the Gospel male quartet – Reign 
Down. The four gentlemen providing that Christian music are Tim Ten Broeck, lead vocalist; Steven 
Amburgey, tenor; Steve Oxner, baritone; and Andy Haynes, bass. 
     The Dixie County High School Redcoat Regiment Marching Band of Cross City sent Music Teacher 
and Band Director William Malloy and five student musicians – Cole Johnson, Daelin Joslin, Seth 
Miner, Thomas Allen and Brandon Bird – to perform the Star-Spangled Banner. 

Business Meeting 
     After the playing of the National Anthem, and the Pledge of Allegiance, and the opening prayer, 
which was made to God in the name of Jesus, by CFEC General Manager Denny George, CFEC 
President Alan Mikell (District 6) started the business meeting by introducing the other 
members of the CFEC Board of Trustees. 
     They are Vice President James McCain, District 1; Secretary/Treasurer Carl Roof, 
District 2; Secretary/Treasurer Carl Roof, District 2; Tony Weeks, District 3; Kyle 
Quincey, District 4; Donald Lane, District 5; Kenneth O'Steen, District 7; Houston Bo 
Markham, District 8; and Barbara Townsend, District 9. 
     As he introduced them, President Mikell described the districts as the following: 
     District 1 – Cedar Key, Fowler’s Bluff, Otter Creek and Southwest Levy County 
     District 2 – Inglis, Yankeetown and southern Levy County 
     District 3 – Bronson and Raleigh 
     District 4 – Chiefland area 
     District 5 – East of Chiefland and Alachua County 
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     District 6 – Northern part of Levy County and southern part of Gilchrist County 
     District 7 – Old Town and southern Dixie County 
     District 8 – Cross City and northern Dixie County 
     District 9 – Northern part of Gilchrist County 
     He also introduced General Manager George and the two attorneys for CFEC Norm D. Fugate and 
W. Blake Fugate. A motion and second to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the most 
recent previous annual meeting was approved unanimously by the hundreds of members present. 
     Secretary/Treasurer Roof confirmed there were more than the 276 people registered as being 
present to form a quorum of the members to conduct the annual meeting on Saturday. 

General Manager Denny George Reports 
     CFEC General Manager George welcomed everyone, as he said that he and the Board of Trustees 
are all happy to see people coming to the meeting to learn about the business of their rural electric 
cooperative. 
     He thanked the team of CFEC staff members who arranged everything in the warehouse, which is 
normally used as a storage and staging area for jobs that must be completed on the transmission lines 
and other parts of the electric system. There were cold soft drinks and water available for the 
members and guests. 
     George mentioned visitors from Seminole Electric Cooperative, the power-generating cooperative 
that provides electricity for CFEC members, were among the people in the audience. 
     Seminole Electric Cooperative Chief Executive Officer and General Manager Lisa D. Johnson was 
at the CFEC meeting Saturday. Other Seminole Electric Cooperative leaders, whom CFEC General 
Manager George mentioned as being present in the huge warehouse in Chiefland that day were Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer Joe Fuller; Director of Transmission and Project Services 
Angela Battle; Director of Communications and Energy Policy Ryan Hart; Director of Engineering and 
Maintenance Yves Nembo; and Senior Communications Representative Leigh Holmes.  
     Seminole Electric Cooperative, George said, has done all of the right things to assure that emissions 
of pollutants are lower, and costs are placed under control.  
     As George continued his report, he shared with listeners that while the CFEC members know about 
what it means to live far from a hospital or an urban shopping center or mall, there are elected leaders 
at state and federal levels who do not recognize the hardships that come with living in the pleasant 
surroundings of farms, ranches, open fields and forests. 
     Needing to travel farther from a rural area for hospital care or for certain shopping, means higher 
costs for food, fuel and medical care create even more of an impact on rural area residents. George 
said inflation and gas price increases especially impact senior citizens and certain others on fixed 
incomes in rural Florida. 
     Cost increases in trucks, powerlines, brackets, transformers and a lengthy list of hardware supplies 
used by CFEC have impacted the cooperative, too, George said. Beyond that, the actual inability to 
buy certain parts for any price creates challenges for linemen, engineers and everyone involved in the 
process of bringing safe, reliable and affordable electric service to cooperative members, he added. 
     “We are being told that some of the hardware we need,” George said, “will take months to get – not 
days or weeks – but months.” 
     Natural gas prices are shocking. 
     From May of 2021 to May of 2022, George said, natural gas prices increased 155 percent. Natural 
gas is among the fuels used to create electricity. 
     “Natural gas accounts for about one-fourth of the total U.S. energy consumption,” George said. 
     In other news, George shared that the Board of Trustees of Seminole Electric Cooperative 



HardisonInk.com 
unanimously elected Tony Weeks from Central Florida Electric Cooperative’s Board of Trustees to be 
its next President. 
     Just as CFEC is governed by a nine-member board of trustees, Seminole Electric Cooperative is 
governed by a 27-member board of trustees. The Seminole Electric Cooperative Board of Trustees is 
composed of three representatives from each of Seminole’s nine member cooperatives. 
     Seminole Electric Cooperative is constructing a solar-powered electric generation facility in 
Gilchrist County off of State Road 26, near Newberry, he said, as well as three other solar-powered 
plants. 
     With other combined facilities planned by Seminole Electric Cooperative, George said, while 
adding these solar-powered electric generation facilities, to Seminole Electric Cooperative's holdings, 
carbon dioxide emissions from that cooperative are expected to reduce by 36 percent somewhere 
around the year 2024. 
     George said this much carbon dioxide reduction by this set of electric-generating facilities is 
equivalent to taking 650,000 gasoline-powered cars from the highways for one year. 
     Duke Energy Florida, an investor-owned utility, is building solar farms on either side of U.S. 
Highway 129 in Levy County, George said, but that is not a project of CFEC or Seminole Electric 
Cooperative. 
     George said CFEC may need to increase prices on rates this year. 
     “As an electric cooperative and a not-for-profit entity,” George said, “we are required to carry a 
certain margin. If we left rates as they are now, it would lead to going below the necessary margin, or 
even actually going negative (for net revenue). 
     “That would require us to significantly raise rates in the future to meet those rising costs and prices 
to at least reach neutral or a slightly positive margin (of profit in net revenue),” he continued. 
     “Over-recovery,” he added is always owned and returned to members. For instance, in a very recent 
monthly newsletter from CFEC, it showed people who are owed money due to over-recovery from 
years ago. 
     On another matter, George said two Florida electric cooperatives were hacked and held for ransom. 
The leaders of the co-ops chose against paying the ransom, and instead restored data and computer 
operations from their practice of backing-up information. That presented a cost to those co-op 
members, he said. 
     The hackers entered the cooperatives system by sending an email with an attachment that seemed 
benign. Later that trojan horse was activated, giving those criminals access to the system. 
     CFEC is ever vigilant against this type of activity. 
     On a brighter note, George said the entire CFEC team has gone longer than 1,200 days without any 
type of a lost-time accident or injury. 

President Alan Mikell Reports 
     President Mikell said he was pleased to be able to hold the first annual meeting in person since the 
2019 annual meeting. 
     He spoke about the trustees remaining mindful of expenses and keeping electric bills as low as 
possible. Mikell said, as George had mentioned, there is a challenge to keep electric rates low when 
some parts are not even available at any price. 
     Rural electric cooperatives, he said, cooperate with one another.  
     “So, we are working together to source this critical equipment that we will all need to provide our 
members with power,” CFEC President Mikell said. 
     Another topic he touched up was fraud. 
     Scammers impersonate CFEC staff, law enforcement officers, business owners, and even pretend to 
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be members of a family when they are not, he said, as they trick people out of money or personal 
information. 
     They use fear and intimidation as they attempt to make a person their victim, he said. 
     Mikell reminded members that CFEC will never have a problem if a person calls the cooperative to 
confirm anything someone says as they attempt to function as if they represent CFEC. 
     CFEC will never call a member and ask them to pay their bill over the phone, or to ask for a prepaid 
card number over the phone. The national rural electric cooperative recently conducted a survey of 
CFEC members to see how the cooperative is meeting the needs of its members, he said. This is a tool 
to help the co-op. 
     Survey takers were very open about anyone who wanted to check on the legitimacy of the survey to 
be able to call CFEC to confirm it, he said. 

Internet Access 
     President Mikell touched on the topic of CFEC working to help the people have safe, reliable and 
affordable Internet service for its members. 
     The federal government, he said, is striving to improve Internet service in rural America. This is 
similar to the Rural Electrification Administration of decades ago that began to bring electric service 
to rural households and business interests. 
     Across the nation, he said, rural electric cooperatives are looking at methods to provide Internet 
service, or improved Internet service, to their members.  
     CFEC staff are conferring with parties as the co-op determines its role in bringing this service to its 
members, he said.  

Bylaw Or By-Law 
     The word is spelled “By-law” on CFEC documents. 
     “Bylaw” is spelled both with and without a hyphen. For example, Black's Law Dictionary gives a 
definition for "bylaw" but notes that it's sometimes spelled "by-law." 
     "By-Laws" is the spelling under the "Glossary" of Thompson Reuters Practical Law. 
     "Bylaw" is the single listing for the proper spelling in The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel 
Manual (1988). 
     For spelling, style and usage questions not covered in The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel 
Manual (1988), journalists are advised to consult Webster's New World Dictionary, Third College 
Edition. 
     For a journalist lacking a copy of The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual (1988), he or 
she would find only one way to spell the word "bylaw" in Webster's New World Dictionary, Third 
College Edition (1988). 
     After all that, to be concise, the spelling is "bylaw." 
     The proposed bylaw would change the existing method to vote for members of the CFEC Board of 
Trustees. 
     Right now, members select by voting only the person in the district where they are provided 
electricity within one of the nine districts of CFEC, in parts of Levy, Dixie, Gilchrist and Alachua 
counties. The proposed amendment would change that so that every member in every district could 
vote each time for a member of the Board of Trustees. 
     This year, Kyle Quincey of District 4, CFEC President Alan Mikell of District 6, and Bo Markham of 
District 8 were reelected unopposed. 
     During the business meeting Saturday, there was almost a unanimous vote by everyone present to 
keep the bylaws as they are and not to accept the amendment. 
     Attorney Brandon Peters, a CFEC member who lives in the Williston area and who is running for a 
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seat in the Florida House of Representatives, asked to speak on the matter. He said that he trusts the 
people in each of the nine districts know who they want to represent them. He endorsed leaving the 
bylaws as they are for that reason. 
     Beyond that, Peters said, the total cost for each Trustee election is now at $7,630. If this 
amendment were added to the bylaws, that cost would go to $80,710 – more than 10 times the 
current cost. 
     No other cooperative member asked to speak on the topic and the vote was called. Attorney Norm 
Fugate, who was moderating the election, said the number of people in favor of leaving the bylaws as 
they stand did not require a one-by-one tally because the majority was so overwhelming by the 
number of people holding up America flags (as the method to vote) showed very clearly what the 
members wanted.  

Golfcart Transport 
     This year, as in years past, a set of golfcarts were used to transport members to and from their 
parked vehicles. Some people walked back and forth. However, this service was and is greatly 
appreciated by folks who are not much for walking for assorted reasons, including being handicapped, 
or not wanting to get worn out walking back and forth to a meeting. 


