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Wild Hog Canoe Race 2022 

 
The first racer crosses the finish line in the Senior Kayak Classification. That 

paddler is listed as O’Donnell with a time of 1:40:54 on the Wild Hog Canoe and 

Kayak Race results sheet. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Charlene “Watson” Calvillo 

HardisonInk.com Correspondent © May 7, 2022 at 7:12 a.m. 

 

     LEVY COUNTY -- The 

45th Annual Wild Hog Canoe 

Race held on April 23 

included the most registered 

boats in its 45-year history. 

 

 

Event Organizer Keith 

Maynard stands with 

Charlene ‘Watson’ 

Calvillo, one of the many 

sponsors of the 45th 

Annual Wild Hog Canoe 

Race. Sponsors received 

official t-shirt, custom 

wooden paddle and their 

name on a sponsor 

board. 
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This group photo of multiple classes of first, second and third place winners shows 

many of the competitors at the 45th Annual Wild Hog Canoe Race. 

 

     During the annual race this year, there were 171 registered boats, however only 153 made it 

into the water to compete. The previous record number of competing canoes and kayaks in one 

race was 124.  

     The Wild Hog Canoe Race covers 15 miles of the Waccasassa River that curves and bends 

through an untouched Florida wilderness. 

     The 29-mile river and bay into which it flows two are both named Waccasassa, derived from a 

Seminole Indian phrase meaning “where the cows are” or “cattle range.”  Copperthwait's 

Florida, 1850 map by Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co. indicates Fort Jenning was situated in the 

same general area of the race’s finish line.  

     The scorecard for the 2022 Wild Hog Canoe Race had 11 classes for various racers. Following 

are results listed by the organizers. 

     Recreational Class winners: 1st place boat 157, Wetherington & Conkin, 2nd place boat 174, 

Fowler & Harris and 3rd place boat 122, Bray & Cohoon. Parent/Youth Class winners: 1st place 

boat 89, Scott & Scott, 2nd place boat 41, T. Owens & C. Owens and 3rd place boat 18, Nico & 

Nico. Men’s Kayak winners: 1st place boat 167, Costa, 2nd place boat 142, Amsbury and 3rd 

place boat 136, Keown. Women’s Class winners: 1st place boat 158, Wetherington & Quincey, 

2nd place boat 01, Boles & Kirkland and 3rd place boat 71, Bass & Kirkham. Senior Kayak 

winners: 1st place boat 126, O’Donnell, 2nd place boat 127, M. Malone and 3rd place boat 76, 

Rex. Mixed Class winners: 1st place boat 79, Spacek & Mire, 2nd place boat 154, House & 

Carreiro and 3rd place boat 06, Polk & Holton. Youth Class winners: 1st place boat 151, Saint & 

Seldel, 2nd place boat 54, I. Maxson & Maxson and 3rd place boat 98, Campbell & Byrd. 

Paddleboard Class winners: 1st place boat 115, Norman, 2nd place boat 118, Gibson and 3rd 

place boat 116, Green. Women’s Kayak winners: 1st place boat 99, Wilsdorf, 2nd place boat 164, 

S. Frankavilla and 3rd place boat 103, Pitra. Experienced Class winners: 1st place boat 67, Price 

& Johnson, 2nd place boat 147, Garner & Fiducia and 3rd place boat 24, Watson & Rosenburg. 

Senior Class winners: 1st place boat 149, Pinard & Labelle, 2nd place boat 132, Johnson & Self 

and 3rd place boat 55, Schaet & Connell. One-Man Canoe winners: 1st place boat 121, Edwards, 

2nd place boat 93, T. Owens and 3rd place boat 90, Hughes.  

     This year’s race posed more of an obstacle for racers due to the low water level and the 

number of boats competing. Near the finish line logs are strategically placed for racers to go over 

all for the amusement of the crowd lining the riverbanks. Some of the more experienced racers 
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are prepared and conquer the logs with grace whereas most struggle with the final feat. 

Onlookers cheered on as boats would sink, get ran over, leave the racer behind and occasionally 

flip upside down on that last log.   

     In addition to the race event, attendees could enjoy an assortment of activities. Children were 

occupied with multiple bounce houses, a zip line and petting zoo. 

     Guests enjoyed entertainment by a live band while they dined under a covered area. A couple 

of vendors were set up selling handmade goods. 

     A bake sale tent, bake goods auction and donated items auction were all to benefit the Levy 

County Association for Retarded Citizens (LARC).  

     LARC is a nonprofit association that has been serving developmentally disabled individuals 

since 1976. LARC provides real-life training and skills to allow its clients to live a life with 

dignity and respect.   


