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Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day 
offers opportunities for food, fellowship, respect 
and remembrance 
Decades of tradition continues 

 
Georgia Browning 
and her husband 
Levy County Court 
Judge J.T. ‘Tim’ 
Browning enjoy 
some fried mullet 
on Friday 
afternoon (May 6) 
at the Annual W.O. 
Beauchamp Jr. 
Memorial Law 
Day.  

 

 

 
 
Story and Photos  
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 6, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. 
     FOWLER’S BLUFF – The annual traditional of a fried fish luncheon honoring people involved in 
law enforcement and judicial branches of government continued in the community of Fowler’s Bluff 
on the first Friday in May (May 6). 

 
Eighth Judicial Circuit State 
Attorney Brian Kramer 
stands as one of the top six 
people hosting this event. He 
follows in the footsteps of 
former Eighth Judicial 
Circuit State Attorney 
William Cervone. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Donning a Gators cap, Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney Brian Kramer stands next 
to Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott, who was wearing a Williston 
Peanuts cap. 
 

 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Sean Brewer enjoys part of the day in 
Fowler’s Bluff as he takes annual leave during his participation in the race to be elected 
as a circuit court judge in the Eighth Judicial Circuit. He has enjoyed many of the 
Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Days over the years. 
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Frying mullet are Scott Tummond and Todd Horne, both gentlemen are longtime LCSO 
Cook Team members for this event. 
 
 
 

Billie Ray Sharp, 91, 
again maintains the 
title as the oldest man 
on the LCSO Law Day 
Cook Team at the age 
of 91 years old. He has 
been to this event even 
back when it was 
known as Ishie Day. 
 



HardisonInk.com 
 
Gary Sache (left) 
and Shawn Osteen 
are mealing the 
mullet. Rather than 
breading the fish, 
since they are using 
corn meal, the 
proper verb for 
their activity is 
mealing. Hence 
they are mealing 
the mullet. 
 
 
 

 

 

Ray Tremblay, an 
investigator with the 
Office of Eighth 
Judicial Circuit 
Public Defender 
Stacy A. Scott (left), 
works with Jimmy 
Ellzey Sr. of 
Williston to create 
amazingly delicious, 
deep-fried hush 
puppies. (Not 
pictured, but also 
active in the hush-
puppy making 
process is Dwayne 
Williams of the Levy 
County School 
District. Just as the names of all the guests are not possible to list; so, too, finding all of 
the cooks and helpers is impossible. Many people help make this event enjoyable each 
year.). 
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LCSO Maintenance Worker 
Kelly Weeks (left) and 
Florida Forest Service 
Wildland Firefighter Todd 
Shewy visit with each other 
before the lunch is ready. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Forest Service 
Wildland Firefighter 
David Carter is to be 
thanked for the five-
gallon pot of swamp 
cabbage he prepared 
for the luncheon that 
very day. He collected 
the palm hearts from 
an area he went to the 
day before, and to get 
there he passed 
through the 
unrecorded 
subdivision known as 
Jemlands – home of 
The Ink Pad, where 
the Code Orange 
Office provides a place for much of the work appearing in the 12-year-old daily news 
website read by people all over the globe. 
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LCSO Col. Mike Sheffield 
stirs cheesy grits in a big 
cooking pot. Like many of 
the LCSO Cook Team, he has 
served his fellow law 
enforcement officers (and 
others) at this annual 
luncheon for many, many 
years now. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

LCSO 
Maintenance 
Worker Joe 
Wilbur (left) 
works with Levy 
County 
Undersheriff W.O. 
‘Brett’ Beauchamp 
III as they wash 
fish before the fish 
are covered with 
cornmeal and 
then deep-fried. 
Brett Beauchamp 
is one of the sons 
of the judge for 
whom Law Day is 
now named as a 
memorial. Another of Judge Beauchamp’s sons, a chaplain with the Florida 
Department of Corrections, Chaplain Barry Beauchamp, said the prayer before lunch. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
J. Scott Hallman is seen here. He is a retired supervisor of the United States Marshals 
Office in Gainesville. He has enjoyed many of these Law Day events. 
 

 
Some of the six leaders hosting the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day are 
(from left) Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Levy County Court Judge J.T. ‘Tim’ 
Browning and Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz. 
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Williston Police Chief Mike Rolls and Williston Mayor Charles Goodman are among the 
municipal representatives from the easternmost city of Levy County.  
 

 
Florida Highway Patrol Lt. Jason Berger was the sole member of the FHP to represent 
the agency this year. Seen here, he is standing next to a relatively unmarked FHP 
cruiser. 
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Cedar Key Attorney Norm Fugate and Cedar Key Mayor Heath Davis are among the 
municipal representatives from that city of islands in Levy County. 
 

 
Among the members of the Florida Department of Corrections at the event Friday are 
Chaplain Augustus Spanos, Statewide Chaplain Services Chaplain Johnny Frambo and 
Chaplain Barry Beauchamp. Chaplain Beauchamp is a son of the late Judge W.O. 
Beauchamp Jr., for whom this annual Law Day has been named as a memorial. 
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A couple of the candidates running to be elected to the Levy County Property 
Appraiser’s Office -- Jason Whistler (left) and LCSO Transport Officer David Rogers -- 
are seen here. 
 

 
(from left) State Attorney Brian Kramer and Public Defender Stacy Scott listen in the 
background, as does Levy County Judge Tim Browning, while Levy County Sheriff 
Bobby McCallum thanks everyone for their service. On the right, Gilchrist County 
Sheriff Bobby Schultz listens, too. These are five of the leaders hosting the annual 
event. Gilchrist County Judge Sheree Lancaster was absent to be with her husband 
during a time of his facing a medical challenge. 
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Luther Beauchamp (background, striped shirt) listens as does State Attorney Brian 
Kramer while Public Defender Stacy Scott speaks. Standing in the background, holding 
the flagpole for the American flag is 12-year-old Colt Brewer, who served as the flag 
bearer from before the Pledge of Allegiance through all of the speeches and the prayer, 
before the people lined up for lunch. 
 
 
Eighth Judicial Circuit 
Assistant Public Defender 
Gary Ford stands as Public 
Defender Stacy Scott 
speaks about this great 
asset to her office who 
plans to retire this year. To 
the right and almost out of 
frame is former Levy 
County Superintendent of 
Schools Robert Hastings. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Chris Cowart was among 
the many other people 
present at the event. 
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Luther Beauchamp 
speaks about Ishie Day, 
Levy-Gilchrist Law Day 
and the well-
established Annual 
W.O. Beauchamp Jr. 
Memorial Law Day, 
which is named in 
honor of his brother 
who passed away in 
2000. 
 

 

 

 
Retired Judge Joseph E. Smith of Williston wears a cap to remind people, in case 
anyone forgot, his preference of Florida State University. Back when Levy County 
Judge Smith would speak at this annual event, it always was very enlightening and 
enjoyable. Judge Smith spoke eloquently, although some people might think his 
speeches went a bit long on occasion, especially with the aroma of that great food 
floating through the air. 
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Four members of the law enforcement part of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission stand in line for an amazing lunch. Seen here representing 
the FWC are state law enforcement officers (from left) R. Crane, A. Sheffield, T. Robson 
and L. Ayers. 
 
     While it has come to fruition a couple of times in the past 20-plus years in Gilchrist County, this 
year the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day was again at its more traditional Fowler’s 
Bluff location – the house and pavilion of the late Circuit Court Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr., next to 
the Suwannee River. 
     Luther Drummond, the current owner of the property, graciously allowed the festive annual fish fry 
to happen there again this year, after having bought the property some years ago. 
     Luther Beauchamp, an attorney who is the brother of the late Judge W.O. Beauchamp Jr., shared a 
history lesson about the event. Luther Beauchamp’s narrative was relatively short. His concise recital 
captured some of the essence of the spirit undergirding this annual event with its food, friendship, 
fellowship, fun, joking and relaxation. 
     The cornerstone for this annual event goes back several decades, when it was first known as Ishie 
Day. It started as a time to honor Levy County Courthouse employees. 
     Whether it has happened in the searing heat of a particular Friday in some past Mays, or if it turns 
out to be in weather as it was at this most recent 2022 luncheon, which included a pleasant spring 
breeze with mostly cloudy skies, the event provides a breath of fresh air for people entrenched in 
dealing with suspected criminals. 
      The aroma of delicious deep-friend mullet, hush puppies, fresh cooked swamp cabbage and cheese 
grits wafting through the air is enough to tempt even the most reticent diner to participate in the 
luncheon. 
     A son of the late honorable Judge Beauchamp -- Levy County Undersheriff W.O. "Brett" 
Beauchamp III -- was among the cooks, again, as he has served in that capacity many, many times. 
Most of the prep and cook crew are captured in the photos and captions of this published coverage of 
the luncheon. 
     As is the custom, this annual event was again a who’s who in relation to the law within the two 
counties and stretching out into the rest the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and reaching farther with that 
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long arm of the law into the state of Florida. 
     The luncheon may have fallen short of the federal and international realms of law enforcement, 
unless there was some agent or agents in the midst who went unnoticed by the most intrepid, 
illustrious and prolific journalist in the crowd. 
     Representatives from the Levy County Sheriff’s Office, Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office, the Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender’s Office, the 
Florida Highway Patrol, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and the Florida 
Department of Corrections were in the mix, as were many other folks from other parts of the many 
communities in the area. 
     Some of the stars of the day this year were the traditional hosts -- Levy County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz and Levy County Judge James T. “Tim” Browning. 
     The honorable Judge Browning again served as emcee this year. 
     Gilchrist County Judge Sheree Lancaster was with her husband Howell Lancaster Jr. who is dealing 
with health issues. She was absent from Law Day this year as a result. 
     A new member in the top-billed judicial celebrities of the day this year is Eighth Judicial Circuit 
State Attorney Brian Kramer.  
     And another of the repeat hosts in attendance was Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. 
Scott. 
     By the way, the words “the honorable” are understood in each reference to Sheriff McCallum, 
Sheriff Schultz, State Attorney Kramer, Public Defender Scott, Levy County Court Judge Browning 
and Gilchrist County Court Judge Lancaster. 
     The American flag-bearer for the day was another honorable young gentleman for this year’s star-
studded event, and that was Colt Brewer, 12. He held the flagpole for the American flag steady, even 
when the breeze became a bit brisk. 
     Another of the multitude of celebrities of the day was Georgia Browning, the Hon. Judge 
Browning’s wife, because she was among the people who marked this as her first ever Law Day Fish 
Fry at Fowler’s Bluff. 
     Another honored star from the ranks of public servants to the people of the Eighth Judicial Circuit 
who was recognized that afternoon was Assistant Public Defender Gary T. Ford, whom Public 
Defender Scott pointed out is on the threshold of his retirement this year. The honorable Assistant 
State Attorney Scott has served with distinction in the circuit that includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, 
Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties. 
     There are 20 judicial circuits for Florida’s 67 counties. 
     Retired Eighth Judicial Circuit Senior Judge Joseph Smith was in the mix of guests as was former 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Stan H. Griffis III. 
     Former Levy County Sheriff Ted Glass was noticed among the happy visitors of the day, too. 
     Billie Ray Sharp, 91, again maintained the title as the oldest man on the LCSO Law Day Cook Team 
at the age of 91 years old. Billy Ray Sharp -- Cook Extraordinaire – once again helped a journalist who 
is not extremely adept at remembering the names of every soul whose path the reporter-editor-
publisher has crossed. 
     Had he not retired, then former United States Marshals (Gainesville) Office Supervisor J. Scott 
Hallman would have represented the federal part of criminal justice at this wonderful shindig.  
     Among the private attorneys at the event were Norm Fugate and his son W. Blake Fugate. Another 
couple of government leaders celebrating Law Day at Fowler’s Bluff were Williston Mayor Charles 
Goodman and Cedar Key Mayor Heath Davis. 
     Really, a phone directory is almost needed to list all of the people who enjoyed the event this year. 
     Judge Browning opened the official part of the day by saying this is a time when people can put 



HardisonInk.com 
their work aside for fellowship by the Suwannee River. 
     The emcee introduced Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney Kramer, who is “new” as he was 
elected after the retirement of State Attorney William Cervone, who has attended many of these fish 
fry events at Fowler’s Bluff. 
     Likewise, the judge introduced himself, State Attorney Scott, Sheriff Schultz and Sheriff McCallum. 
     There were more than a few moments of humor at this event. After the judge introduced “Sergeant 
Schultz,” when Sheriff McCallum was speaking, he joked about “Assistant State Attorney Tim 
Browning,” reflecting a different standing for the judge. 
     Actually, there have been points in the professional careers of these people where they have worked 
together while at different stations of rank in their standings in the judicial community. 
     On a more somber note, Judge Browning asked the audience members to keep Judge Lancaster’s 
family in their prayers as her husband deals with medical challenges. 
     He reminded people about the loss of a couple of friends who were active in many previous fish fry 
events before. 
     The late Property Appraiser Osborn Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) was among the cook 
team of years past. The late Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021), who 
would have been at this annual event, had a long and distinguished career in law enforcement before 
becoming a county commissioner. Browning asked people to keep the Barker and Joyner families in 
their prayers as well. 
     Sheriff McCallum said he was happy to see the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day 
resume after a couple of years’ hiatus due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     McCallum thanked the people who cooked, helped coordinate the event and donated to bring this 
year’s fish fry to fruition. 
     “I know our Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks donated all of the paper goods for this day,” 
McCallum said, “and we are very appreciative of that.” 
     After everyone laughed when the sheriff jokingly called the judge “assistant state attorney,” he 
spoke about them being good friends since 1989 when they started working together. 
     Sheriff McCallum mentioned that people should remember that Deputy Duane Dykstra and Deputy 
Ray “Allen” Breeding, in the past year and a half, also passed away during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Sheriff McCallum introduced Williston Police Chief Mike Rolls to the people. Rolls just recently 
took office after the retirement of Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow. 
     Sheriff Schultz then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     Public Defender Scott then brought the audience’s attention to recognize Assistant State Attorney 
Ford’s service, especially in Levy County. Ford has attended every Levy-Gilchrist Law Day, she said. 
     Scott said Ford has been “a real rock in the Public Defender’s Office.” 
      State Attorney Kramer had a few words. 
     He thanked all of the law enforcement officers at the event. Kramer mention this first week of May 
is a week when people celebrate the service to the people by law enforcement officers. 
     Without these officers, Kramer said the staff at the State Attorney’s Office “would have no purpose 
in the world.”  
     “We recognize the sacrifices you make and that your families put up with throughout your service,” 
Kramer said, “and this day is for you guys. We very much appreciate you, and the judges, and the 
public defenders, and everyone who serves our community in all of our own ways. So, thank you guys, 
and thank you for being here.” 
     Florida Department of Corrections Chaplain Barry Beauchamp, brother of Undersheriff Brett 
Beauchamp, said the prayer before lunch. 
     Luther Beauchamp shared with people what Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day is 
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about. 

Ishie Day 
     The very first Ishie Day event is the precursor of Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day 
by decades. Former Levy County Sheriff Pat Hartley was in office, and at the time, the now late Bubba 
Castell was then Chief Deputy Castell. 
     It has been more than 40 years since the start of the event that began with guys catching fish and 
cooking them next to the river. 
     Frank McKoy has shared the history of Ishie Day with readers of HardisonInk.com in years gone 
by.  
     Ishie Day was named by the late Judge Beauchamp to honor the now late Norwood F. Ishie, who 
was the custodian and purchasing agent at the Levy County Courthouse. Back then, the custodian was 
responsible for many things, including the safety of the workers and visitors in the courthouse. 
     Ishie represented what many people recognize as valuable traits. Putting service to others above 
oneself is one of those characteristics. People enjoyed visiting with him and listening to his 
philosophical advice, according to some records. 
     Luther Beauchamp shared the story of some of the history of the Levy-Gilchrist Law Day. He said 
many years ago, the officials in the Levy County Courthouse started celebrating what they called Ishie 
Day. 
     After the death of Ishie, the celebration continued for a few years, Luther Beauchamp said. Then 
Luther’s brother W.O. Beauchamp Jr. became the Levy County Judge in 1973, and he wanted to 
continue the tradition. 
     That is how it evolved into Levy-Gilchrist Law Day, Luther Beauchamp said. Law Day continued. In 
1993, W.O. Beauchamp Jr. became a circuit court judge, Luther continued. 
     Law Day had been conducted on property owned by the parents of Luther and W.O. Beauchamp 
Jr., on the Suwannee River in the community of Fowler’s Bluff. It had been held there every year. 
     After the death of W.O. Beauchamp Jr. in the year 2000, Luther Beauchamp said, people wanted to 
continue the tradition. A number of years ago, the Beauchamp family sold that property to Luther 
Drummond, he said. 
     “The property looks a whole lot better now than we owned it,” Luther Beauchamp said. “They made 
tremendous improvements in it, but he (Luther Drummond) is also generous and allows us to 
continue this tradition.” 
     At some point, the day was named to honor the memory of his late brother. Luther Beauchamp said 
he appreciates this, as do other members of the Beauchamp family. 
     And so, the Annual W.O. Beauchamp Jr. Memorial Law Day of 2022 provided many positive 
opportunities as people move forward toward Mothers Day 2022 on Sunday. And as for this particular 
event on Friday in the Community of Fowler’s Bluff, a good time was had by all. 


