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     WILLISTON – Williston City Manager Jackie Gorman firmed up the city’s structure more Tuesday 

night (May 3) with the announcement of a new deputy city manager. 

     She took another management step that night letting the City Council know about her intention to 

hire an in-house finance director. 

     Mayor Charles Goodman shared his opinion about hiring a finance director as a city employee. 

     Another point where the mayor made a plea was during discussion about the start of foreclosure 

proceedings against a continual code violator. 

City Clerk Honored 

 
Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright, seen here at work during the May 3 meeting, was 

honored by Mayor Charles Goodman who proclaimed this is the 53rd Annual 

Professional Clerk's Week. Mayor Goodman also called for the people to watch a two-

minute video so that everyone could understand the vital role of professional clerks all 

over the United States of America. 
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New Deputy City Manager 

 
Williston Deputy City Manager Deanna Nelson is seen on duty Tuesday night (May 3) as 

the human resources director as well as being the new deputy city manager. 

 

     City Manager Gorman said the vacancy for a deputy city manager has been filled with her 

appointment of Deanna Nelson, who now shares the title of being the city’s human resources director, 

as she has been, as well as now being the deputy city manager. 

     Gorman said she waited months to fill the vacancy until she found the person who could keep the city 

moving forward in her absence. This smooth transition to a new city manager could occur, Gorman 

added, if she should retire. 

     That transition would be smoother than when former WPD Chief Dennis Strow was recruited to be 

temporary city manager – at least a couple of times in his 10-year tour of duty with the WPD. 

New Finance Director Sought 

     On another staffing matter, City Manager Gorman said she wants to hire an in-house finance 

director. Finance Director Stephen Bloom of Infomark agrees with Gorman that the city has reached a 

point where this is the best practice. 

     Mayor Goodman disagreed, adding that he understands it is the city manager prerogative.  

     City Council President Debra Jones seemed to concur with the city manager. 

     After more discussion, Gorman mentioned this will not be an immediate switch; that Finance 

Director Bloom will assist through any transition; and if it seems best, then an Infomark employee may 

be put in City Hall. 

     The city manager wanted to let the City Council know about her choice in this regard, and with all 

that happens in City Hall, she believes this will be the best practice. 
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     A foreclosure action was approved by a 4-0 vote of the City Council. City Councilman Zach Bullock 

was absent. 

     Councilman Bullock is a coach of the Williston High School Red Devils Baseball Team, and the team 

has progressed through the regular season. The Red Devils hosted a game at the field in Williston, and 

City Council President Jones told the coach that he must be with the team on that Tuesday night. 

     Meanwhile, Michael Peso is about to have a foreclosure procedure started on his property. 

     City Attorney Kierston Ballou said that the defendant in this case can reach an agreement with the 

city without having to go through the entire legal process. 

     Mayor Goodman pleaded with the City Council to show Peso mercy because the man is a Vietnam 

veteran who is disabled, and the man lost his wife – who was everything to him. 

     Council members said the know Peso helped the city in decades past, and that they like the man and 

are thankful for his service to the nation. However, if he is forgiven for this ongoing problem that 

started with action by the city in 2015, any person could cite that in the future to find a reason not to 

abide by the city’s codes for buildings. 

     City Councilman Elihu Ross said it is important for the city to perform its duty in this regard, 

because the structure is unsound, and it presents a danger to any person who may wander into it or 

break into it. 

     The Williston Police Department arrested three people caught in the act of burglarizing that 

dilapidated pawn shop. The WPD has rejected a request from HardisonInk.com for the arrest reports in 

those cases, though, because the WPD claims it is an active investigation. 

     That foreclosure action will start as soon as the Folds & Walker law firm completes the required court 

documents, as a result of the 4-0 vote by the Williston City Council. 

     In another matter, the city owns property and now it is going to sell it. 

     The already-foreclosed property at 319 S.E. Fifth St. will be sold via a closed bid process, with a 

minimum bid of $7,031 to cover the cost of legal fees that accumulated from the work by the previous 

city attorney and the work done on this case by Folds & Walker. 

     Williston Public Works Director Donald Barber asked the City Council to tack on another $3,000 

because the city will be cutting down some trees on that property it owns now, to make an electric 

transmission line’s improvement safer. 

     Barber made his request after a motion and second already had been made to set the minimum bid at 

$7,031. City Council discussed Barber’s request, and City Councilman Mike Cox seemed to lean toward 

it, but he did not rescind his second to the motion. 

     When City Council President Jones called for the vote, it was 4-0. 

     Mayor Goodman noted that the city buying its own property in the auction on the courthouse steps 

for the $105,000 worth of code violation fine accumulated over the six years that property never 

overcame code infractions seemed like an unfair bid practice. 

     However, it was legal. Also, the city selling it for an amount that does not tack on the $105,000 the 

city paid itself does not cause a bump in the city budget. 


