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Centurion wants world peace 
Chiefland resident celebrates 100th birthday 

 
Tom Brown arrives at the Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center.  
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     CHIEFLAND – Tom Brown sauntered into the Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center on 
Monday (May 2), the day after he turned 100 years old. 
     As he entered, a half dozen senior citizens and others sang Happy Birthday to him. 
     Senior Center Case Manager Cheryl Shelton, Case Manager Kay Stephens, Kitchen Aide Essie 
Sheffield, Venisa Scott and several of the people singing to him helped make the day special. 
     Party participants enjoyed a lunch of fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, baked beans, bread, 
birthday cake and ice cream. 
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In this 17-second video, people sing Happy Birthday to Tom Brown to herald his 
100th birthday. The singing was at the Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center, and it 
was on Monday (May 2), the day after his birthday. Brown was born May 1, 1922. Click 
on the PHOTO to see the video. 
 
     As he entered, a half dozen senior citizens and others sang Happy Birthday to him. 
     He was accompanied by his best friend Chiefland Police Department Lt. M. Poppell and his friend 
Jennifer Wilson. 
     Born on May 1, 1922, Brown answered the question of what he did on his actual 100th birthday by 
saying that he took a ride on his scooter – alone. 
     Both Lt. Poppell and Wilson said Brown is very self-sufficient.  
     Senior Center Case Manager Cheryl Shelton, Case Manager Kay Stephens, Kitchen Aide Essie 
Sheffield, Venisa Scott and several of the people singing to him helped make the day special. 
     Party participants enjoyed a lunch of fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, baked beans, bread, 
birthday cake and ice cream. 
     Brown opened several birthday cards and birthday gifts, including a telescoping back-scratcher, a 
dream catcher, chocolate candy, Aqua Velva men’s cologne and more. 
     As some of the women joked about claiming him as their boyfriend, and one person said he must 
have had many girlfriends over the years, he said “I’ve had a lot.” 
     “Of girlfriends?” was the question. 
    “Birthdays,” he replied. “I’ve had a lot of birthdays.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-iPwfmSVoU
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Jennifer Wilson and CPD Lt. Matt Poppell stand beside their friend Tom Brown at the 
celebration of his 100th birthday at the Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center. 
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Tom Brown looks at a back scratcher he received as a birthday gift. 
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Senior Center Case Manager Sheryl Shelton holds up the box that has 1,000 puzzle 
pieces in it, which was completed by the people who use the Chiefland Multi-Purpose 
Senior Center. Senior citizens participate in crafts, card-playing, Bingo on Thursdays as 
well as enjoy a free breakfast and lunch. To qualify for the breakfast and lunch, a 
person needs to go through an assessment procedure. 
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Senior Center Kitchen Aide Essie Sheffield stands in the kitchen. Among the services by 
this resource center of the Suwannee River Economic Council is the delivery of meals to 
qualified senior citizens. To learn more about qualifying, call the Senior Center at 352-
490-7055. An assessment will happen at the applicant’s home. 
 

 
Senior Center Case Manager Kay Stephens stands next to a crock pot in the kitchen. In 
addition to the three people who are at the Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center, 
there are an additional six employees. Services provided include homemaking, 
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personal care, respite, companion, home-delivery meals, assistance with paying 
electric bills, and medic-alert buttons to push to call for emergency help. To learn more 
about qualifying for these benefits, senior citizens should call the Senior Center at 352-
490-7055. The Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center, located at 305 First St. in 
Chiefland, is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Breakfast is served to 
qualified senior citizens at 8:30 a.m. and lunch is served at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
Venisa Scott, one of the six Chiefland Multi-Purpose Senior Center who serves people 
outside the four corners of that building, stands with Tom Brown. While he is 
extremely self-reliant, she assists him by performing laundry duty. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
This cake says, ‘Anywhere A Friend, Everywhere Earth,’ which is said to be a saying that 
an astronaut took with him to the International Space Station from Tom Brown. 
 

 
Some of the whole team of people who help Tom Brown in his day-to-day life stand with 
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him as part of his 100th birthday celebration. They are (from left) Kay Stephens, Venisa 
Scott, Sheryl Shelton and Essie Sheffield. 
 

 
One of the many cards Tom Brown received for his birthday says -- 
‘A special day 
that’s sunshine bright, 
a happy heart 
that’s warm and light, 
and every birthday 
wish come true, 
these things are wished 
today for you. 
 
     Senior Center Case Manager Cheryl Shelton, Case Manager Kay Stephens, Kitchen Aide Essie 
Sheffield, Venisa Scott and several of the people singing to him helped make the day special. 
     Party participants enjoyed a lunch of fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, baked beans, bread, 
birthday cake and ice cream. 
     Brown opened several birthday cards and birthday gifts, including a telescoping back-scratcher, a 
dream catcher, chocolate candy, Aqua Velva men’s cologne and more. 
     As some of the women joked about claiming him as their boyfriend, and one person said he must 
have had many girlfriends over the years, he said “I’ve had a lot.” 
     “Of girlfriends?” was the question. 
    “Birthdays,” he replied. “I’ve had a lot of birthdays.” 
     In a conversation with a journalist, Brown said a person in his mid-sixties may not understand the 
significance of the prestige of a 100th birthday party.  
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     While his life story began in Oklahoma on a farm without electricity, where oil was found and the 
family moved to San Diego, California, there are a few shining points he wanted to speak about during 
a five-minute interview. 
     After all, it was a party not a press conference. Still, there also was a young journalist, standing in 
the wings and chomping at the bit to ask the centurion question. 
     Brown said he served in the United States Navy in the special operations division, when he was 
asked if he was in the military. He said that was not something open for a lot of specific questions. 
     Moving on, when asked the single message he would share with all readers on the globe, he was 
quick to answer. 
     “With all of my experience in the military and in other government jobs,” Brown said, “the one 
thing I want to see in my lifetime is world peace.” 
     The noble idea of this gentleman is shared by many but not all. Obviously, some madmen are 
waging war now as Russia invades Ukraine.  
     Brown’s long and distinguished life is not something he was really wanting to highlight. 
     “I don’t want to be a celebrity,” Brown said. 
     He spoke about a bit of his activities in Alaska, where he first went on a public health mission after 
an earthquake. 
     The Huslia earthquake on April 7, 1958, struck an unusual part of Alaska, near the city of Huslia, 
about 415 kilometers (about 258 miles) from Fairbanks, according to information in a United States 
Geological Survey publication, published on June 24, 2013. 
     That mb 7.3 earthquake is one of two magnitude 7.0 or greater earthquakes recorded north of the 
65 degree latitude, the other being the 1933 Baffin Bay earthquake. The Huslia earthquake of 1958 
was one of the strongest earthquakes within the interior of the state, as of the USGS publication from 
2013. 
     Brown spent several years in Alaska, and he even met President Dwight D. Eisenhower and then 
Vice President Richard Nixon. 
     Alaska became a state under Eisenhower’s term, which was Jan. 20, 1953 – Jan. 20, 1961, during 
which time Nixon served as vice president. Alaska was a territory of the United States before 
achieving statehood in 1959. 
     When asked for his opinion about reporters, Brown said he was a reporter of sorts. He helped 
author the first bill to hire Alaskans first. 
     “I think Alaska Hire is still in place,” Brown said. 
     In 1972, the state of Alaska enacted legislation, commonly referred to as "Alaska Hire," requiring 
private employers to give Alaskan citizens a first-hired, last-fired preference in jobs arising from state 
oil and gas leases, according to a Duke Law Journal article published in 1978, 
     The stated purposes of the hiring preferences were to upgrade Alaska's human resources in 
conjunction with natural resource 
management and to reduce unemployment, according to the 1978 Duke Law Journal article. 
     As for Brown’s reason to help author that legislation, he said big companies were bringing in 
workers from other states and the native Alaskans were being overlooked for employment, even 
though they were equally or more qualified. 
     A good time was had by all at this party -- one of some number of celebrations for this local 
celebrity who really prefers to be less noted as standing out.  


