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Congressional candidate meets people
at May Day in Chiefland
Pageant winners announced

AuBroncee Martin of Gainesville one of the candidates who is seeking
election to become an Eighth Judicial Circuit Court judge (left) shakes
hands with Jason Whistler (R-Chiefland) who is one of the candidates
seeking to be the next Levy County Property Appraiser. They were among
the candidates at the 2022 May Day Festival in Chiefland. Some candidates
in Levy County continue to violate Florida law by placing signs in medians
and in places other than are designated for them. Martin's signs have not
been noticed there. Whistler's and several other Levy County candidates'
signs have been noticed there. Whistler said the state has removed some
and they are not being placed in those locations again. He added that some
people who want to see him elected are placing signs in locations where
they should not be placed.
Story and Photos
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 29, 2022 at 3:12 p.m.
With Supplemental Photos By Alice Monyei
CHIEFLAND – The Annual May Day Festival at Buie Park in Chiefland had the
added fun that happens on election years, but this year it was even hotter on Saturday
(May 28) as far as politicians showing up.
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Marcus
Calhoun of
Atlanta
(left) hugs
fellow cook
Maggie
Lambert of
Levy
County.
Calhoun’s
business is
My
Ambition
Atlanta
Barbecue
and
Lambert is
a principal
interest in
Delton Deli & Vittles. They were among the food vendors. Lenny’s Food
Truck, an Italian Ice stand and other vendors provided food as well. Music
resounded and the public address system helped everyone hear
announcements and narratives, as well as speeches from the candidates.
One of the speakers at this event was Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones.
(from left)
Brandon Peters
(D-Williston),
seeking election
to the Florida
House of
Representatives
District 22,
Brenda Harrell,
Clifton Harrell
(R-Morriston),
seeking election
to the Levy
County
Commission,
District 3, and
Danielle Nicole
Hawk (DGainesville), who is running for the United States House of
Representatives, Florida District 3, pause for a photo opportunity.
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A team of
people
seeking
the same
results
are seen
here at
the 2022
May Day
Festival in
Chiefland.
They are
(from
left)
Sydney
Gledden,
intern,
Malia
Rose,
assistant
volunteer coordinator, Danielle Nicole Hawk, candidate for the United
States House of Representatives, Florida District 3, Cheryl Moody,
volunteer, Cait McDonald, volunteer coordinator. All of these people came
from Gainesville to participate.
Seen next to
the pickup
truck where
people could
pick up a
free
watermelon
from this
candidate
are Tevin
Roundtree,
volunteer,
Desiree
Jerrels
Mills,
candidate
for Levy
County
Commission
District 3,
and Jodie Hiers, volunteer. The Children’s Table, which includes Bill and
Verna Brown, also provided free watermelons to anyone who wanted them.
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Under the tent
here are people
who want to see
Brandon Peters
(D-Williston)
elected to the
Florida House
of
Representatives
District 22.
They are (from
left) Spencer
Bober, a
University of
Florida senior
who intends to
attend law
school and is
the deputy campaign manager for this candidate, Rachel Edwards, a
University of Florida senior who is volunteering in this campaign, and
Stacey Peters, the candidate’s wife and chairperson of the Friends of
Brandon Peters political committee.
Kevin Davis
holds his
daughter 4-yearold Caylee Davis.
Caylee was
among the
contestants in
the May Day
Pageant, in the
competition for
children aged 4to 8-years-old.
On Saturday
afternoon, the
winners of the
pageant were
named and
honored, and
received trophies. The judges in the pageant were Larry Johnson, Heather
Ann Sheppard and Denise Buie. Johnson said he considers himself to be a
community activist.
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Jalynn Brown, 16,
is the reigning
2021-2022 World
Imperial Beauties
Junior Teen. Her
title ends on July 1.
Alice Monyei, one
of the committee
members for the
2022 Chiefland
May Day Festival,
said Brown served
as a mentor to the
30 girls competing
in the Miss May
Day Pageant on
Friday night (May
27). Brown gave the
pageant
contestants positive words of encouragement, Monyei said. This young lady
has earned more than 100 crowns in pageants since she was a baby, Monyei
said.

Alice Monyei, a community leader, and Larry Johnson, a community
activist, pause for a moment Saturday morning at Eddie Buie Park in
Chiefland.
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Miss May
Day 2022
2022 Miss May
Day Margarita
Ramos, 16, is seen
at the May Day
Festival on
Saturday. Among
the pageant
contestants
joining Margarita
Ramos in
participating in
the talent part of
the pageant
Saturday (May
28) at the park
were Makassa
Hughes, Angel
Krumenacker,
Camille Hopkins,
Saige McClain,
Raechyl Albert,
Caylee Davis,
Emma Bowdoin,
La'Niya Dexter,
Briana Ramos,
Summer Jones,
Sofia Carnley,
Trinity Morton,
Makayla Bell, and
Shyann Latner. They performed songs, danced, read poetry and showed
other talents. They were judged on: Stage Presence - Overall confidence,
poise and ability to communicate with the audience; Difficulty of Selection
or Act and Material Chosen; Technical Ability - Voice quality, pitch,
projection, use of instruments or props, precision, technique,
choreography, rhythm and coordination; and Creativity - Produce
something new, unique, original, creativity in delivery of act.
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Johnnie
Phillips, one of
the members of
the 2022
Chiefland May
Day Festival
Committee,
stands with
food for sale.
Among the
items here are
pieces of lemon
cake, key lime
cake, German
chocolate cake,
southern
caramel cake,
sweet potato
pie and red velvet cake. The cake and pie pieces were selling for $3 each,
and the proceeds went to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship.
Tim Hodge
(RChiefland), a
candidate for
Levy County
Commission
District 4, is
seen
moments
before the
candidates
took the stage
and spoke to
the people on
Saturday
(May 28).
Charlene
‘Watson’
Calvillo, the
other Levy County Commission District 4 candidate who was at the festival,
gave her speech as well as providing a pin-on flower for each of the pageant
contestants.
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Chiefland City Commissioner Lance Hayes and Bonnie Carrig man the tent
to represent the Levy County Democratic Party.

Brandon and Stacey Peters are among the many people who had fun and
enjoyed the food and music at the 2022 Chiefland May Day Festival in Buie
Park on Saturday (May 28).
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Playing chess in the
park Saturday are
Robert Thompson,
11, (left) and Elijah
Baker, 16 (right).
Observing the action
is Skyler Francis.
The players and
observer are part of
the many
participants in TriCounty Athletic
Commission (TCAC)
activities. The TCAC
us a relatively new
sports league, which
is an alternative to the Chiefland Area Athletic Association for people from
Chiefland, and an alternative for other youths involved in sports from
throughout the Tri-County Area of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist
County. The TCAC has grown since its inception, and its principal interests
continue to strive for progress and good sportsmanship in all manners.

Winners
The winners of the
2022 Miss May Day
Pageant (from left)
are Margarita Ramos
- Miss May Day;
Raechyl Albert - Miss
Teen May Day;
Makayla Bell - Miss
jumior May Day;
Sofia Carnley Little Miss May Day;
and Emma Bowdoin Tiny Miss May Day.
Photo By Alice Monyei
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Miss May Day Alumni
(from left) Carolyn Cohens
- Miss May Day 1963;
Annette Dougherty - Little
Miss May Day 1967; and
Irma Phillips - Miss May
Day 1965.
Photo By Alice Monyei
As far as the temperature, it
was about 85 degrees
Fahrenheit when the candidates
began to speak at 11 a.m. and
the day became warmer as time
went on. After the sun went
down, it became cooler.
Although the festival was
officially over, the familyoriented fun continued at the
park until 9 p.m. or so.
The only candidate who
showed up for May Day 2022 in
Chiefland, who is seeking a
federal elected office is Danielle
Nicole Hawk (D-Gainesville).
Hawk is running for the
United States House of
Representatives, Florida’s
District 3.
There are four Democrats,
including Hawk, and three Republicans, including incumbent Kathryn Christine “Kat”
Cammack of Gainesville, what are all seeking the office of representative for Florida's
third congressional district.
Only Democrats can choose from among that party’s candidates in the primary
scheduled for Aug. 23.
Only Republicans can choose from among that party’s candidates in the primary
scheduled for Aug. 23.
The deadline to register to vote or to change parties is July 25.
After the primary elections decide the winners, then the Democrats, Republicans and
other parties or no party affiliation candidates will compete in the general election in
November.
Most of the people in the Levy County elections will be decided in the Aug. 23
primary, because they are all Republicans. In that primary election, since there are no
Democrats running, Democrats will see those Republicans listed on their primary
ballots.
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Therefore, registered Democrats who do not exercise their right to vote in the Aug. 23
primary will miss the chance to choose from among those candidates.
Other candidates listed as having registered to speak at the May Day event were
Brandon Peters (D-Williston), seeking election to the Florida House of Representatives
District 22; AuBroncee Martin of Gainesville seeking election to become an Eighth
Judicial Circuit Court judge; Rodney J. Long (D-Gainesville), running for the Florida
Senate District 9 seat; Jason Whistler and James Allen (both Republicans from
Chiefland) both seeking election to be the Levy County Property Appraiser; Clifton
Harrell and Desiree Mills (both Republicans from Morriston) running for Levy County
Commission, District 3; Charlene "Watson" Calvillo and Tim Hodge (both Republicans
from Chiefland) seeking election to Levy County Commission, District 4.
The May Day Pageant the night before at the Tommy Usher Community Center
included 30 girls aged 4 to 18 years old, who competed in various categories there. At
the festival on Saturday, several of them competed in talent competition as part of the
pageant.
The 2022 May Day Committee is comprised of Alice Monyei, Johnnie Phillips, Jerry
Battles, Cecilia Jones and Jacqueline Bradley. The May Day Festival is an annual event
in Chiefland.
Traditionally, it has been held at the front of the park under the pavilions there. This
year, it was held deeper in the park where there are more trees for shade.
This year, there was also a bounce house. The festivities officially ended at 3 p.m.,
however from 6 to 9 p.m. the fun continued with hundreds of people visiting the park
from 10 a.m. through 9 p.m. on Saturday.
The after dark fun at the park continued to be family-friendly just as it was
throughout the day
The May Day Festival historically has been more of an event for Chiefland area
residents.
To see the story and photos from the 2021 May Day Festival, click HERE.
The next annual Chiefland event, the Annual Chiefland Watermelon Festiva, happens
on the first Saturday in June. While the Chiefland Watermelon Festival in the past 50plus years has been held downtown, or held at the historic Chiefland Train Depot Park
as well as across Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) from the train depot, at another city
park -- Trailhead Park, this year it is again scheduled to happen at Trailhead Park.
Trailhead Park is on the west side of Main Street (U.S. 19) in Chiefland and includes
the land going west to Southwest First Street and the land going north from Southwest
Second Avenue South to Park Avenue, except where there are those commercial
buildings on the west side immediately adjacent to Main Street.
The Chiefland Watermelon Day Parade is set to be at 11 a.m. on June 4, and it is
planned to go from Chiefland Middle High School to Trailhead Park on Main Street. The
watermelon festival starts earlier in the morning and goes into the afternoon.
The Chiefland Woman’s Club is again the organizer for this year’s festival.
To see the stories and photos from the 2021 Chiefland Watermelon Festival, and
related events, go to the Archives -- found by clicking on the square box on the lower
right column of any of the seven pages. Those are listed as “6-7-21 Chiefland
Watermelon Royalty Shared”; “6-6-21 Passion fuels 2021 Chiefland Watermelon
Festival”; “6-5-21 Tour de Melon Works”; and “6-5-21 Watermelon Festival Is Today.”

