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A vine, an emu and a tortoise 
photographed  

 
Potato. Some people will know the message here for Vlad Putin. Meanwhile, 
these are nodules from whence two potato vines one grew. 
 
Column and Photos  
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 28, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     TRI-COUNTY AREA -- This is a subjective column about the potato vine, the emu 
and the gopher tortoise. 
     First, it’s not that any of these are “thee” vine, bird or shelled reptile. There are some 
number of each. It is a story of some tiny bit of the many forms of flora and fauna in 
rural North Central Florida 
     Potato vines exist on The Ink Pad property in Jemlands, an unrecorded subdivision in 
Levy County. One day in late May of 2022, everyone’s favorite daily news website owner 
was watering azaleas. He noticed potato vines growing up in the plants. 
     Most of them were cut by his pocketknife and the vine part, which cannot live without 
the other part, was tossed to be later chopped by the mower. A couple of small “potato” 
nodules were taken inside and photographed. 
     “Potato.” Some number of people know what this one word means in regard to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
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An Emu 
 
     Later that 
month, the 
journalist saw 
another emu. 
A different 
couple of 
emus had 
been 
photographed 
and written 
about 
somewhere in 
the Tri-
County Area 
of Levy 
County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County within the past 12 years. 

     The emu is 
the second-
largest living 
bird by height, 
after its ratite 
relative, the 
ostrich. It is 
endemic to 
Australia 
where it is the 
largest native 
bird and the 
only extant 
member of the 
genus 
Dromaius.  
     Alexandra 
Douglas 
authored an 
extensive 
article about 

the emu. 
     In her article. Douglas noted “Emus are great feed converters. For every 2.5 pounds 
of feed, there is one pound of gain, making them great meat choices for some farms.” 
     She also noted that emu oil is a sought-out product, which, when refined, is used in 
face creams, soaps and other cosmetics. 
     Emus are a mainstream livestock. However, they can be kept as pets, she noted. 
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     “Emus are known for warding off unwanted predators,” Douglas wrote. “There have 
been cases of emus stomping bobcats, opossums, snakes, and neighborhood cats to the 
ground.” 
     She added that emus can get along well with horses, donkeys, goats and small 
animals they have been raised with. Not all emus will do this, however, Douglas noted. 
     In any event, the emu seen here was photographed within the Tri-County Area. 
 

A Gopher Tortoise 
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     The four 
gopher tortoise 
pictures are 
from a tortoise 
that did not 
hide in his shell 
when he was 
approached 
with a gentle 
request to take 
his picture. 
     This 
particular 
tortoise may 
have had his 
picture taken 

and published in the daily news website from within the past 12 years. 
     Perhaps the best video of a gopher tortoise digging a new home, and then a snake that 
was nearby can be seen by clicking HERE. 
     That video is from the Three Tortoise Tuesday of 2020, which can be seen by 
clicking HERE. 
     In any event, this gopher tortoise was strolling next to a lime rock road in the Tri-
County Area recently. Rather than just drive by the animal, the opportunity for the 
journalist to capture his image digitally was seized. “May I take your picture, Mr. 
Tortoise? Click, click, click, click. Thank you. I hope you have a nice stroll. Hooray for 
you! You put the ‘Go’ in gopher tortoise.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5LgKgYuVB0
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/7-22-20-three-tortoise-tuesday.pdf

