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DCES adds two new firetrucks 

 
Engine 2 is seen before the ceremony on Monday afternoon (May 23) at the station 
where it housed in Old Town. 
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     OLD TOWN – Dixie County Emergency Services (DCES) added two new firetrucks to its fleet 
Monday afternoon (May 23) and some of the firefighters participated in the traditional “Push-In” 
ceremony. 
 

 
Engine 1, which will be launching from its station in Cross City, is seen on its first day of 
service just before the ‘Push-In’ ceremony on Monday afternoon (May 23). 
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In this video of two 
clips, some members 
of the Dixie County 
Emergency Services 
push first Engine 2 
and then Engine 1 into 
bays at Station 2 to 
herald the start of 
those engines’ service 
to help the residents 
and visitors or Dixie 
County. Click on 
the PHOTO to see the 
video. 
 
     Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown served as the master of ceremonies. 
     Pastor Jarrett Thomas said the prayer to bless the trucks, the firefighters and all of the people who 
are helped by DCES. 
     As he opened the program, Chief Brown said these two 2021 Freightliner Pierce firetrucks are the 
first received by Dixie County since 2002. 
     “All of our trucks are getting some age on them,” Chief Brown said. 
     He added that he is glad the county has these to add to the fire service.  
 

 
Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown tells people about what is going 
to happen during the ceremony. 
 

http://https/www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J_t0q7Dw6g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J_t0q7Dw6g
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Pastor Jarrett Thomas speaks to the DCES personnel at the event and says on behalf of 
the whole community ‘Thank you!’ before he said the prayer to bless the people and 
apparatus that save lives and property. 
 

 
DCES Division Chief of Fire Service Operations Roy Bass puts fuel in Engine 2 at a 
gasoline pump in Old Town before the vehicle arrived for its stationing at DCES Station 
2 in Old Town on May 23. 
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This windsock is marked with ShandsCair. Emergency medical helicopters transport 
people from a landing pad at this station in Old Town on occasion. The helicopter can 
take a patient to the trauma center more quickly than an ambulance. 
 

 
This is the helicopter landing pad for a ShandsCair helicopter or other flying 
ambulance service. These helicopters can land on highways or cleared fields when 
needed, too. 
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Here, a DCES ambulance rolls into Station 2 followed by Engine 2 on Monday morning 
before the afternoon ceremony.  
 

 
This photo is of the backside of both engines as they sit in front of the bays built for 
ambulances. The engines were later pushed into the bays built for firetrucks as the 
firefighters and chiefs on Monday afternoon put their strength to work. The Push-In 
ceremony was very pleasant for the audience. The firefighters were working in 90 
degree Fahrenheit temperatures, and chiefs were wearing dress uniforms. 
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DCES District 21 Chief Harvey Spencer is one of the fire chiefs who are over volunteers. 
He is on the left and speaking with Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian 
Brown. The other chief over volunteers is DCES District 31 Chief Mike Strawling. Chief 
Spencer and Chief Brown have a long history of working together to help the residents 
and visitors or Dixie County. 
 

 
The pushing in of Engine 2 happened within seconds after the DCES members started 
the vehicle rolling. 
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Engine 2 is seen in its new home. 
 

 
The team prepares to push Engine 1 into a bay to ceremoniously welcome it into the 
DCES fire service. 
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     Fire departments over the years have either had a “Wash Down” ceremony or a “Push-In” 
ceremony to herald the acceptance of new apparatus. The chief said that rather than have the 
firefighters wash the trucks again, the choice for pushing them backwards into the bays was the 
selection. 
     These two trucks are Engine 1 and Engine 2. 
     They will not both be at Station 2, which is in Old Town and is also known as District 21. Engine 2 
will be in Old Town. Engine 1 will be in Cross City at the DCES Emergency Operations Center, the 
chief said. 
     In the very early days of fire service, apparatus was carried on wagons pulled by horses, Chief 
Brown told the audience. As the fire service obtained equipment that was transported by motorized 
vehicles, the chiefs and firefighters continued the practice to push them into the bays before they went 
into service for the first time. 
     Engine 2, assigned at the station where the ceremony for both vehicles occurred, was the first to be 
pushed in. 
     After it was pushed in, dispatch from Cross City sent a radio message acknowledging that it was in 
service. Firefighters put their gear on the truck, and it was operational that day. Engine 1 was pushed 
into the bay, too, for the ceremony. 
     Engine 1 was then taken to its Cross City home where those firefighters completed outfitting it for 
their use and it was ready to roll. 
 

 
DCES personnel and Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey and County 
Commissioner James Valentine are seen in a single photo here. Commissioner 
Valentine mentioned to HardisonInk.com that he served for 20 years on the County 
Commission before this most recent term of service. The commissioner said he serves 
as a county commissioner because he loves people and Dixie County, and he wants to 
help. 
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Seen here in this 
photo opportunity 
are (from left) 
DCES Division 
Chief of 
Emergency 
Medical Services 
Matt Ferguson, 
DCES Division 
Chief of Fire 
Service Operations 
Roy Bass, Dixie 
County Emergency 
Services Chief 
Darian Brown (he 
is the chief of 
chiefs), Dixie 
County 
Commissioner 
James Valentine, 
Dixie County 
Commission 

Chairman Jamey Storey and DCES Division Chief of Emergency Management Scott 
Garner. Among the many other people there were Dixie County 9-1-1 Coordinator Scott 
Pendarvis, DCES Public Information Officer (Firefighter-Paramedic) Lt. Mandy 
Lemmermen, and Jimmy Golden, who is a Fire Investigator and a Fire Safety Inspector 
II. Also present were Dixie County Clerk of Courts Barbie Higginbotham, Dixie County 
Manager Duane Cannon and Assistant to the County Manager and Grant Coordinator 
Martha McCaskill. A number of children attended as well, and they found an 
opportunity to look at the firetrucks up close. 
 
     These trucks were built in Bradenton and then were taken to Florida’s panhandle for painting and 
lettering. 
     The station in Old Town has seen about $50,000 worth of improvements to better house firetrucks 
and ambulances. 
     The DCES provides all fire and rescue services, as well as all emergency management services in 
the county.  
     As the chief thanked everyone for coming, he mentioned that the fire service aspect of DCES is 
moving from volunteers to paid professionals, because fewer people nowadays want to volunteer as 
firefighters. 
     To be a volunteer firefighter in Florida does require a significant commitment, because the state 
has mandatory minimum qualifications which must be met before a person can serve in that capacity 
as a volunteer. 


