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     OCALA -- The College of Central Florida honored outstanding employees at its annual Employee Service 

and Recognition Awards ceremony on May 6. 

     The Constellation Award for 2022 was presented to Tracey Cornille, Joshua Copeland, Lynn Maltais, Joyce 

Maly, Catherine McDonough, Elyse Perry and Tonya Price-Ashley for their Campus Clinical Experience project. 

These nursing instructors innovatively transitioned the Associate Degree Nursing program’s clinical experience 

model during the pandemic to train students while meeting accreditation standards and accommodating social 

distancing requirements. 

     The 2022 Adjunct Instructor of the Year award was presented to Jane Burke, who teaches communications. 

     The highlight of the annual award ceremony is the Gabor Awards. Now in its 32nd year, the Gabor Awards 

were established by the Gabor Agency in 1990 and are presented by the CF Foundation. Faculty and staff 

nominate their peers based on contributions to students, the college and community. The 2022 winners 

include three individuals: 

     Kirby Brown was honored in the faculty category. He is an associate professor of mathematics who was 

described by his peers as “fully committed to students’ success.” 

     Sylvia Thornton won the award for career service employees. She serves as executive administrative 

assistant for Academic Affairs and has been called an “unsung hero.” 

     Josh Strigle took the top honor for administrative/professional/technology employees. He is the director of 

e-learning and the learning support centers and was recognized for “directly contributing to the huge success of 

the transition to online classes and tutoring.” 

 

CF Open House Succeeds 

This is a view of the front of the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus. An 

open house event was held Thursday afternoon (May 12). Several students, potential students 

and parents 

found 

information, 

enjoyed 

assistance with 

registering 

and accepted 

free tee-shirts 

as well as were 

provided with 

a walking tour. 

It was another 

successful 

open house for 

the CF campus 

in Levy 

County, just 

south of the city of Fanning Springs on U.S. Highway 19. 
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     OCALA — Local parents attending the College of Central Florida may receive extra support in their pursuit 

of higher education, thanks to a $100,000 grant from the Edward K. Roberts Community College Fund and the 

Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 

     The grant funds will support parents who are attending college part time. A portion of the funds will be 

designated for parents of students at College Park Elementary School as part of CF’s partnership with Marion 

County Public Schools and College Park Elementary, a Community Partnership School™. This is the third year 

the CF Foundation has received this grant to assist college students. 

     “In past years, College of Central Florida staff and students have worked with College Park Elementary 

School staff and other core partners to help meet students’ basic needs such as food and clothing. We then 

began to work to help expand student learning,” said Dr. Jennifer Fryns, CF associate vice president for Career 

and Professional Programs. “This approach takes our partnership to a new level. By matching CF’s core mission 

of providing a high-quality education aligned with work to the training needs of parents and caregivers of 

College Park Elementary School students, we’re helping them to have every opportunity to succeed in life.” 

     CF students enrolled in any college credit program who are parents of College Park students may apply for a 

maximum award of $2,500 per year. There are a limited number of scholarships available and other eligibility 

criteria may apply. Applicants should contact Caron Reid at 352-291-4057, ext. 51347. 

     College Park Elementary is located in the southwest quadrant of Ocala with close proximity to the College of 

Central Florida and major commercial and retail industry and has a majority underserved and at-risk school 

population. In 2019, the school was selected to become Marion County’s first and only Community Partnership 

School, which promotes a model that rallies multiple community partners to work toward improving not only 

student learning gains but simultaneously improving students’ living conditions, health and wellness, and the 

health and wellness of their families. 

     This program has a core group of invested community partners, including pillar partners Marion County 

Public Schools, Ocala Health, Public Education Foundation of Marion County, United Way of Marion County 

and University of Central Florida. College Park has had additional support from College of Central Florida, 

Meadowbrook Church, Marion County Literacy Council and NAACP. 

     For more information about how the CF Foundation supports college students, visit CF.edu/Foundation. 

https://www.cf.edu/about-cf/cf-foundation/

