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Dixie 

County 

Bears 

Varsity 

Baseball 

goes to 

Fort Myers 

as regional 

champions 

 

Head Coach Shannon 

Smith pitches balls 

for players to hit in 

the batting cage on 

Tuesday morning. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 17, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 

     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Bears Varsity Baseball Team earned the regional championship 

after defeating their counterparts from Chiefland 9-1 on Friday (May 13), and now the Bears are going 

to Fort Myers in more post-season play. 

 

 

 

 

Pitcher Carson St. 

Laurent (left) and 

First Baseman 

Connor Bechtold 

prepare for a 

question as to who 

wants to answer a 

couple of 

questions Tuesday 

during practice. 
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Nick Lanier on second base catches 

baseballs thrown from outfield during 

practice Tuesday, where and when the 

coaches let players shag flyballs and 

throw them to second base as the play 

that was called for. Lanier mostly plays as 

a catcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baseball 

players 

practice in 

the outfield 

on Tuesday. 

 

 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Baseball players practice in the outfield on Tuesday. 

 

 
Players (from left) Conner Bechtold, first base; Drew Hatcher, second base; Kaden 

McCaskill, shortstop; Kolton Hunt, pitcher and catcher; Nick Chesser, third base; and 

Chessley Lord, third base; watch their teammates practice in the field Tuesday after 

completing some batting practice in the batting cages.  
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Assistant Coach Jason Lowkewicz gives the players some advice during an on-field 

talk on Tuesday. 
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Assistant coaches (from left) Jason Lowkewicz, Mill Lang and Jonathan Smith pause for 

a photo opportunity when requested Tuesday morning. 

 

 
Seen here are the coaches and players, including Head Coach Shannon Smith, and 

assistant coaches assistant coaches Mill Lang, Jason Lowkewicz, Jonathan Smith and 

Michael Smith, and the 2022 Dixie County High School Bears Varsity Baseball Team 

Regional Champions who are going to Fort Myers to seek to become the Florida High 

School Athletic Association Class 1A State Baseball Champions, and those players are 

Connor Bechtold, Braxton Bernier, Troy Charles, Nick Chesser, Dyllan Corbin, Drew 

Hatcher, Sheldon Hoover, Kolton Hunt, Nicholas Lanier, Chessley Lord, Jordan Marlo, 

Kade McCaskill, Luke NesSmith, Bret Nettles, Drew Pleasant, Caden Reed, Trace Smith, 

Carson St. Laurent, Chris Staples, Luke Thomas and Baxton Wicker. 
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     In 1925, the Dixie County School Board constructed a temporary wooden building for a high school 

in Cross City, Dixie County Superintendent of Schools Mike Thomas said. And this was the start of high 

school history in Dixie County. 

     In 2022, 97 years later, Dixie County High School (DCHS) has its first regional championship in its 

history. 

     The Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) was founded five years earlier than that first 

temporary wooden structure in Cross City, when the FHSAA came to fruition in April of 1920. It formed 

when 29 high school principals met on the University of Florida campus in Gainesville to create it. 

     The Bears are vying for the 2022 FHSAA State Championship in Baseball in the 1A Classification. 

     Max Preps shows the Bears with an overall 13-9 record and a 4-2 district record as of May 17. 

    With the DCHS Bears 9-1 win over the Chiefland Indians on Saturday in the Region 4-Class 1A 

championship, the Bears earned their first regional title. 

     Now they go to play in the final four of the FHSAA semifinal competition, and from there, potentially 

for the state championship. 

     The team will be playing in the Lee County Sports Complex - Hammond Stadium (Fort Myers). Their 

host will be Lee County Sports Development in this official FHSAA-sanctioned championship. 

     The Bears left Cross City on Tuesday afternoon (May 17). 

     During a practice session Tuesday morning, Head DCHS Bears Varsity Baseball Coach Shannon 

Smith, and assistant coaches Mill Lang, Jason Lowkewicz, Jonathan Smith and Michael Smith worked 

with the team as they have in the regular season. 

     Head Coach Smith was upbeat about the team competing in Fort Myers as he answered questions 

about the team he has coach for 18 months now. 

     “The boys have been working hard,” Coach Smith said. “They’ve been grinding away for really 18 

months, when I first got here, and especially the last five months.” 

     The coach said the team trusts the process and it has all come together for them in the past three or 

four weeks. 

     When asked if this set of young men is a team, the coach said “Absolutely!” 

     “These kids really enjoy being around each other,” Coach Smith said. “They go fishin’ together. They 

go huntin’ together. They go to each other’s houses and have pool parties. 

     “This is a true team, family-like atmosphere from that standpoint,” Smith said. 

     The coach said these baseball players know about being good sportsmen. 

     “Baseball is just a metaphor for life,” Smith said. “Everything we do out here is to teach them to be 

tough mentally, tough physically; learn how to win, and when it doesn’t go your way, how to deal with 

that.  

     “So, we preach the fact that all these guys are probably coming back here to Dixie County,” Smith 

said, “and be fathers, and husbands, and teachers and cops. And what’s important is that they have 

good character, and they know how to handle themselves.” 

     The coach said this is a good group of young men who have worked extremely hard to earn the 

regional championship, and he noted he could not be more proud of them. 

     As for the support of the community, the coach said he believes this community is behind their Dixie 

County Bears. They provide money when it is needed, and they show up to games. Parents and other 

family members must be credited with this success, too, Coach Smith said. 

     “We demand a lot out here on the baseball field,” Smith said. “I know they go home, and sometimes 

it may not be the easiest situation at practice, but parents support us, and they encourage the boys. And 

they tell ‘em, ‘Just keep going through the process.’  

     “You’ve got to be willing to do what others won’t do, to have these types of opportunities,” Smith 

said. “And they are willing to do that.” 
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     With practice uppermost on the players’ minds, and a journalist being pulled toward Gainesville for 

another story, only pitcher Carson St. Laurent volunteered and had time to answer questions about the 

upcoming game, or games in Fort Myers. 

     “I think it’s going to be a big game,” St. Laurent said. “We’re going to go out there and play the best 

we can. I think we’re going to come out on top.” 

     Like Head Coach Smith, this player said the team is ready, and they work as a team. 

     “We’re all locked in together,” St. Laurent said. “We just need to keep doing what we’re doing, and 

we’ll be fine.” 

     As far as his own time on the mound, St. Laurent said that as long as he can pitch strikes and pitch 

contact, that part of the game will be on target. He has confidence in the other players. 

     “I trust my defense,” St. Laurent said. “We’re going to make the plays.” 

     As for the pitching staff on the team, St. Laurent said Kolton Hunt, Nick Chesser and Luke NesSmith 

are fine pitchers too. 

     “We all locate our pitches very well,” St. Laurent said, “and throw a lot of strikes – and we trust our 

defense.” 

     The DCHS Bears are slated to play the Bozeman Bucks of Panama City in the semifinals. 

     The Holmes County Blue Devils and the Fort White Indians (Columbia County) will face each other 

to decide which of those two are in the final two with either the Bears or the Bucks. 


