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Seen here after the meeting are (front row, from left) Stacey Robertson Peters, 

Melissa Saco and Nature Coast Business Development Council (NCBDC) Treasurer 

Bob Krefting and (standing from left) Brandon Peters, Dick Streeter, Daniel 

Vaudreuil, NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen and NCBDC Vice Chairman 

George Buckner III. NCBDC Director Mary Swope (not pictured) was in attendance 

and participated via telephone. The Peters were part of the general public 

watching the meeting. Brandon Peters, who is running for the District 22 seat of 

the Florida House of Representatives, interacted with the NCBDC Board members 

present at the May 12 meeting. Peters faces another Democrat in the primary on 

Aug. 23 and if he wins, then he will face in November one of the two Republicans 

who wins that party’s primary on Aug. 23. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – The Nature Coast Business Development Council (NCBDC) is showing 

progress on a few fronts, according to information shared at the monthly meeting on Thursday 

afternoon (May 12) at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus.     A 

movement to incorporate Gilchrist County and Dixie County into this Levy County organization 

created to help business thrive is plodding along. Likewise, efforts to let the world know about 

property available for development in Levy County is moving forward. 

     One of the big wish list items for many people in the Tri- County Area of Levy County, 

Gilchrist County and Dixie County is showing a glimmer of hope, including a $400 million grant 
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to improve Internet connections in rural Florida. 

     As for the meat and potatoes, and the hard, cold facts from the regular monthly meeting of 

the NCBDC, following is how it shook out during that late Thursday afternoon. 

     The required quorum of at least five members of the NCBDC Board of Directors was met, as 

shown by attendance being called. 

     NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen, not a Board member, led the meeting. 

     Present were Vice Chairman George Buckner III, Treasurer Bob Krefting, Director Dick 

Streeter, Director Daniel Vaudreuil and Director Mary Swope (via telephone). 

     Swope replaces former Director Dorothy Pernu as a result of a vote taken at last month’s 

NCBDC meeting. 

     From the Citrus Levy Marion CareerSource, there is a potential replacement of NCBDC 

Director Cathy Galica by Melissa Saco, who was present for the May 12 meeting. Saco is 

relatively unaware of local news. She said she does not read the Gainesville Sun, the Ocala Star-

Banner, the daily newspaper that covers Citrus County or any of the weeklies in Levy County. 

She said she does not watch television broadcasts of news. Saco said she gets her news from 

Facebook. 

     Absent NCBC officers and directors from the May 12 meeting were NCBDC Secretary Joyce 

Wilson and directors Phil Geist, Denny George, Greg Galpin, Chris Cowart and Holly 

McGlashan. There is also still a vacancy for a representative on the NCBDC Board of Directors 

from the transportation sector. 

     All of the directors are volunteers. The only paid employee of the NCBDC is its executive 

director, however Osteen said that if the Council expanded, he anticipates having more paid 

staff members. 

Internet Hope 

     Just as has been mentioned at some public meetings, there is reportedly grant funding 

available to help improve the Internet service in rural Florida; however, no company has been 

found and no plan exists for the Internet users in the Tri-County Area to expect improvement 

beyond what exists today in the foreseeable future. 

     Meanwhile Elon Musk’s established plan is unfolding in space and he is creating a method for 

people in rural parts all over the world to have better, more affordable Internet service.  

     Starlink is the name of a satellite network developed by the private spaceflight company 

SpaceX to provide low-cost Internet to remote locations. SpaceX eventually hopes to have as 

many as 42,000 satellites. There is a method for any current Internet user to see if the service is 

available right now to them. 

     As for the unrecorded subdivision known as Jemlands in Levy County, Starlink is not 

available yet. Verizon MiFi, and ViaSat are the two relatively expensive methods most often used 

in this part of the Tri-County Area. 

Quarantined Horses Landing 

     There was some NCBDC Board discussion after Executive Director Osteen said he had toured 

the World Equestrian Center in Ocala. Currently, there are transportation delays with horses 

coming into Ocala from other countries, due to quarantine requirements. 

     The horses are landing in Miami as the closest airport with a quarantine facility, as best as 

can be determined from the conversation Thursday. 

     Osteen said he intends to speak with Williston City Manager Jackie Gorman and Williston 

Municipal Airport Manager Benton Stegall about the potential of a quarantine facility to be built 

and staffed at the airport in Williston. 

     While the runway may be long enough at Williston Municipal Airplane for aircraft 
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transporting horses, this airport is not one with a control tower, and that is one of a few 

significant considerations for how Williston Municipal Airport is currently limited. It is a great 

place to buy fuel. One highlight for Williston in that part of that city is its animal shelter, which 

currently is anticipated for construction completion by Dec. 31 of this year.  

     Williston Municipal Airport Manager Stegall failed to return a telephone call to 

HardisonInk.com Friday (May 13), although he said he would. 

Two More Counties To Add 

     Work has started to find the feasibility of adding Gilchrist County and Dixie County to the 

NCBDC, which has served only Levy County historically. A public-private economic 

development entity may be able to create a plan for adding those other two counties, if all three 

counties’ current government leaders can reach an agreement. 

     The return on investment of the NCBDC to Levy County has proved enough so far for the 

previous sets of county commissioners in this county to believe the NCBDC is sustainable, 

however that set of elected deciders for funding is in constant flux. 

     While this expansion to three counties rather than one county has been discussed for a few 

months now, at least, there is a relatively strong probability that more progress will be presented 

on this potential project at the next monthly NCBDC meeting. 

     As for the stability of a Tri-County Area entity, the now-extinct Suwannee River Partnership 

was such an organization that now no longer exists. 

Water Wonders 

     The recent discussions between some of the municipalities in Levy County about sharing 

water resources was briefly reviewed. 

     Brandon Peters, a Levy County resident who was at this public meeting, asked about the 

NCBDC being involved in discussions between the cities, given that water is among the most 

valuable resources in this part of Florida and the NCBDC is involved in attracting new business 

to Levy County and helping existing business in Levy County. 

     There was some brief reaction to the suggestion, but sharing water resources between cities is 

still in its earliest formative stage. 

Other News 

     The NCBDC has been working with interests in the state to help show Levy County’s 46 

different sites that are open for development. Each site has differing levels of infrastructure that 

is in place. The demographics of the available workforce are another consideration for 

enterprisers looking to locate in Levy County. 

     Not every site is shovel-ready for building. Another factor is how the property is zoned. The 

Levy County Board of County Commissioners meets twice a month, which can present a delay to 

some interests seeking zoning changes, to the point of those investors looking and finding other 

places to put their business offices, manufacturing plants or other facilities. 

     Another matter discussed was the NCBDC website, which continues to be under development 

as it has for more than one month by Scott DeBerry. Osteen said he anticipates DeBerry to have 

the NCBDC website project completed at some point in the relatively near future. 

     There is still no office for NCBDC Director Osteen, but he is working from his residence and 

goes to meet with parties at their locations. One of his benefits provided for his employment is a 

vehicle that is leased for his use. 

     On another matter, Director Vaudreuil said he know a woman who is willing to work to 

become certified as a grant writer, if the NCBDC expands and seeks to contract for that service. 

One potential way to fund that added service would be for this out-of-state resident to be paid 

through part of any grant awarded. 
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     On another issue of money and NCBDC employment, the CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion 

part of funding of Executive Director Osteen’s salary would be in the state fiscal year which ends 

June 30. That is probably going to be added to the funding that happens at the county budget 

level, which has a fiscal year ending Sept. 30. 

     There was a little bit of discussion about an idea the NCBDC never went far in developing a 

couple of years ago. That was to have various Levy County business owners buying sponsorship 

levels in this entity. 

     Meanwhile, Treasurer Krefting provided the monthly report for the NCBDC. 

     The Levy County Commission provided its $16,600 quarterly payment of funding for the 

NCBDC, Krefting reported. Other income was 48 cents from interest on a short-term Certificate 

of Deposit. 

     Other than the salary for Osteen, which must be listed on a CareerSource spreadsheet, 

because it has not been in the monthly reports, the total expenses in April were $887.69. The 

total balance for the NCBDC as of April 22 was $109,321.61, according to the report provided by 

the treasurer. 

     The next meeting of the NCBDC Board of Directors is currently scheduled for June 9 at 3 p.m. 

in the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus. That meeting is open to the 

public. 


