
HardisonInk.com 
LCSO memorializes officers 

 
The front entrance of the Levy County Courthouse is seen here. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 13, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 

     BRONSON – Members of the Levy County Sheriff's Office (LCSO) honored past Levy County law 

enforcement officers who passed away during a Law Enforcement Memorial program in the Levy County 

Courthouse on Thursday (May 12). 

     Columbia County Sheriff Mark Hunter was the keynote speaker. 

     Two law enforcement officers have died in Levy County in the line of duty since Levy County became a 

political subdivision of the state of Florida in 1845. 

     Levy County was formed March 10, 1845, and became Florida's 27th county. 

     The first law enforcement officer to be killed in this county was Atticus H. Ellzey. He was killed on Jan. 28, 

1945. Back then, there was not two-way radio contact with a dispatcher in Levy County, although some bigger 

cities in Florida were using radio dispatch for municipal services. 

     The full story and photos when the signs were erected in honor of the late Deputy Ellzey can be seen by 

clicking HERE. 

     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum spoke about the late Deputy Ellzey during the memorial service on 

Thursday. 

     Before the start of the ceremony, a daughter of the late Deputy Ellzey told HardisonInk.com that every time 

his middle name has been spelled “Haygood” that was incorrect. She said the spelling should have been 

“Haygard” and she asked LCSO Lt. Scott Tummond to try to take care to have that correctly spelled in the 

future. 

     The Florida Department of Transportation’s sign, which followed the Florida Legislature’s passage of the 

local bill to post those signs on the northbound and southbound lanes of U.S. Highway 19 near the town of 

Otter Creek show the spelling as “Haygood.” 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/1-27-18-hardisonink-com-fallen-deputy-honored-by-highway-named-docx.pdf
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     Lt. Tummond was in charge of the media’s coverage of the event that was not open to the general public and 

included no advance announcement issued from the LCSO. 

     The second police officer killed in the line of duty in the history of Levy County was from the Williston Police 

Department. 

     To see a 2016 story about what used to be an annual memorial even for WPD Cpl. David Wayne Moss, please 

click HERE. 

     WPD Chief Mike Rolls spoke about the late WPD Cpl. Moss who is heralded as having his “End of Watch” on 

Saturday, July 30, 1988. 

     This service on Thursday in Courtroom A of the Levy County Courthouse in Bronson also recognized those 

members of the LCSO who 

more recently passed away. 

The parking lot of the 

Levy County Courthouse 

in Bronson was 

dominated by law 

enforcement vehicles, 

with some other vehicles 

by family members of the 

officers memorialized 

late Thursday morning. 

     As noted in a Sept. 26 blog 

post on a social media outlet 

by LCSO Undersheriff Brett 

Beauchamp, Sheriff McCallum was saddened to report the death of LCSO Lt. Duane Dykstra, who was 47 years 

old. Lt. Dykstra was the Commander of the Criminal Investigations Division. Lt. Dykstra had more than 25 

years of law enforcement experience.  

     During his extensive career at LCSO, Dykstra worked as a dispatcher, a patrol deputy, a K9 handler, a 

narcotics investigator and SWAT Team member. He had been the Criminal Investigation Division Commander 

since February of 2016.  

     Lt. Dykstra failed to return from a deer hunting trip. He was later found deceased in Goethe State Forest 

near the intersection of Levy County Road 337 and State Road 121. Lt. Dykstra died from natural causes. 

     Another deputy who was honored was LCSO Deputy Allen Breeding. LCSO Col. Mike Sheffield spoke about 

Breeding. 

     In a previously published blog posting by the LCSO on a social media outlet, it was noted that Deputy Sheriff 

Ray “Allen” Breeding died at the age of 51, in his home from natural causes. 

     Deputy Breeding began his LCSO career as a part-time deputy in March of 1991. He served full-time in the 

LCSO Patrol Division from January of 2005 up until his death. He also worked at the Seminole (Pinellas 

County) Police Department from 1992 through 2000. 

     Another member of the LCSO who became a member of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 

and who was memorialized on Thursday was the late Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021). 

     To read a 2017 story about some recognition Deputy Joyner was given during his lifetime, after retiring from 

law enforcement, please click HERE.  

     The program Thursday was not open to the general public, and there was no advance notice inviting people 

to attend. Previous annual memorial services have been in more public places with easier access, and an open 

invitation to the general public to attend. 
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