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     DIXIE COUNTY – A Dixie 

County Building Department 

worker suffered serious or critical 

injuries Wednesday (May 11) while 

on duty and the man was taken by 

helicopter to a hospital in 

Gainesville, according to records 

from Dixie County Emergency 

Services (DCES).     Dixie County 

Building Official Leon Wright 

noted on a social media website 

that the worker was sitting in the 

county-owned vehicle as it idled 

and he was “… capturing notes 

regarding a job that he was 

assigned.” 

     The name and title of the victim 

was not available. Wright and 

County Manager Duane Cannon 

were not available for information 

on Friday. 

     The response came after a 9-1-1 

call for help, which came after 

Bryan Griffin told Christina 

Sears to use her phone to call for 

help, according to information 

garnered via social media. Griffin 

heard the crash of the tree hitting the vehicle and then he heard the horn of the vehicle ran to the scene, one of 

his friends said. 

     There, the man who was working in the area reportedly tried to break open a window, but instead he injured 

his hand. Griffin then is said to have asked Sears to call 9-1-1 for help on her phone because he had dropped his 

when he ran to the scene. 

     DCES records show an alarm was sent at 3 p.m. on March 11 seeking emergency extrication of a victim from 

a vehicle at 1285 N.E. 575th St., Cross City. 

     A vehicle was dispatched at 3:04 p.m. and was immediately on the way, according to records. The first DCES 

vehicle arrived at the scene 10 minutes later at 3:14 p.m., according to records that were provided by DCES 
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Operations Chief Roy Bass, after he was asked for public records. 

     Chief Bass provided the records within an hour of the request on Friday. 

     Responding DCES apparatus and personnel included fire-suppression units, Emergency Medical Service 

units and others. Chief Bass said there was a significant DCES response to the call for help. 

     The lead DCES crew member was Kenneth Kurth, according to records. 

     The patient was found pinned between the steering wheel and the roof, where a large tree had fallen and 

collapsed the roof of the vehicle on him or her, according to records. 

     Crews removed the upper half of the tree on the passenger side of the vehicle, according to records. 

Spreaders, which are part of the set of equipment known as the Jaws of Life, were used to lift the tree and roof 

off of the vehicle, according to records. 

     Due to the patient’s condition, records show, he was quickly removed from the vehicle and taken to a DCES 

ambulance. 

     The patient was then taken to a landing zone in Old Town for a medical helicopter to transport him or her to 

a hospital in Gainesville, according to records. 

     All DCES units returned to service by 4:18 p.m. from that response on Wednesday (May 11), according to 

records. 


