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Governor brings $23 million check 
to Gilchrist County 
Lafayette County nets $6.5 million 

 
Holding a check for $23,329,902 to show the governor’s intention to sign off on this 
part of the budget created by the Florida Legislature are (from left) Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
Gilchrist County Commissioner Sharon Akins Langford, County Commissioner Marion 
Poitevint, and County Commission Chairman Bill Martin. Standing to the right behind 
Chairman Martin is Vice Chairman Darrell Smith and standing behind Commissioner 
Poitevint is County Administrator Bobby Crosby. County Commissioner Kenrick 
Thomas was absent. Also present at this event were the other county constitutional 
officers, except for the School Board members. As has been this governor’s practice, the 
press is given extraordinarily little notice of a ‘press conference; by the governor. At 
this conference, the governor did not take any questions from the press. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 11, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. 
     TRENTON – Gov. Ron DeSantis (R-Tallahassee) brought a big, cardboard check to Trenton on 
Wednesday afternoon (May 11), representing his intent to approve more than $23.3 million in budget 
allocations for Gilchrist County projects, highlighting the administration’s strong commitment to 
helping rural economies to grow stronger. 
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Chiefland City 
Commissioner 
Lewrissa Johns came 
to Gilchrist County 
to see her favorite 
governor. Joining the 
municipal leader is 
her husband, Paul 
Johns.  
City Commissioner 
Johns has publicly 
stated that she 
wanted the governor 
to visit Chiefland.  
The seats in the front 
marked 'Reserved' 
were not reserved  
for the press. All 
members of the press were sent behind the general public at this 'press conference.' 
 
 

Larry B. 'Snuffy' 
Smith of 
Chiefland 
(seated) speaks 
with Gilchrist 
County 
Commission 
Chairman Bill 
Martin (back to 
camera) before 
the start of the 
‘Press 
Conference.’ The 
actual press was 
instructed to 
check-in by 10:30 
a.m. and the 
governor was 
anticipated to be 
there at 11 a.m. 
DeSantis arrived 
much closer to 

high noon rather than in the late morning. Smith has been a dedicated supporter of 
high school football in Gilchrist County, Levy County and Dixie County. 
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This is a patch on a hat worn by a fan of DeSantis. It shows an endorsement for the 
governor to take the Republican primary in 2024 in a run to be the President of the 
United States of America. 

 
Gilchrist County leaders take the stage before the governor arrives. 
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Gilchrist County Superintendent of Schools Jim Surrency (left) and Gilchrist County 
Administrator Bobby Crosby stand behind Gov. Ron DeSantis as he speaks about a wide 
range of topics, sharing his opinion with all listeners. Surrency is one of those guys who 
tries to crush a person's hand when he 'shakes' it. 
 

 
(from left) Gov. Ron DeSantis, Superintendent of Schools Jim Surrency and County 
Administrator Bobby Crosby are among the listeners as Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz expresses his gratitude for the governor not just saying he support law 
enforcement, but actually having ‘our six’ (covering the backside) of law enforcement 
officers in Florida. 
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State Sen. Jennifer Bradley expresses her happiness at being in Gilchrist County with 
‘America’s Governor’ and ‘America’s Sheriff,’ meaning Gov. Ron DeSantis and Sheriff 
Bobby Schultz. 
 

 
Rep. Chuck Clemons tells people he is happy that the governor understands the needs 
of rural Floridians. 
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Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Secretary Dane Eagle tells people that 
the state now is in an even better economic footing than before the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
      Earlier on the morning of May 11, DeSantis went to Mayo for a similar “press conference” and he 
presented the same message to the tune of $6.5 million in budget allocations for projects throughout 
Lafayette County for the upcoming 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. 
     Among the many topics he addressed was the state government working to improve Internet 
service in rural Florida. 
     Also speaking in Trenton was Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Secretary Dane Eagle, 
whom DeSantis appointed him on Sept. 2, 2020. 
     Also speaking that afternoon were State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) and State 
Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21). 
     Another speaker at the event was Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz. 
     The “press conference” was held at a Trenton restaurant with outdoor seating. There were about 
100 people there, including a half-dozen members of the press. 
     There were journalists from one award-winning daily news website with headquarters in Jemlands, 
weekly newspapers based in Chiefland and Cross City, three TV stations based in Gainesville and the 
governor’s press office staff members. 
     The governor answered no questions from journalists. When asked if the governor intended to 
appoint people to replace the late Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021) 
or the late Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021), one of 
the DeSantis team said she would be available after the “press conference,” but the whole entourage 
left through an exit and was not to be found. 
     Hence, that eight-month-old question remains unanswered, although there are candidates running 
for those one-year periods to complete the terms of those two elected officials who succumbed to 
COVID-19. 
     As has become his standard, the governor seemed to be campaigning to become the President of 
the United States via the 2024 election during some of his speech. 
     As for the Florida Legislature creating a budget as it does each year, this year, the governor predicts 
a “surplus” of funds after he goes through the process of his approval of the proposed budget. The 
Florida state fiscal year is from July 1 through June 30. 
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     He spoke about incentives for people to become police officers in Florida, including a couple 
$1,000 bonus checks for law enforcement officers. He said out-of-state police officers are given a 
$5,000 incentive if they move to Florida and accept that job here. 
     DeSantis announced his intent to approve an appropriation for rural infrastructure enhancements 
throughout the state. The approved funding to help pay for public safety and infrastructure needs in 
Gilchrist County will continue the administration’s ongoing commitment to investing in rural Florida 
communities. 
     “My administration is dedicated to supporting opportunities for Floridians in rural communities,” 
DeSantis said. “Investing in infrastructure is a great way to give communities the tools they need to 
attract new industries and jobs. Each investment we make in Florida’s rural communities supports 
Florida’s future.”  
     Florida DEO Secretary Eagle spoke highly of the man who appointed him. 
     “Under Governor DeSantis’ leadership, DEO is working alongside Gilchrist County leadership to 
identify meaningful opportunities that benefit Gilchrist County communities, families, and 
businesses,” Secretary Eagle said. “The Department is excited to see the resiliency and economic 
success these opportunities will bring to Gilchrist County’s residents as they continue to invest in their 
future.” 
     The following Gilchrist County-specific needs will be funded following the governor’s signing of the 
2022-2023 General Appropriations Act: 
     ● ($370,000) – Salary Increase to Local Law Enforcement Agencies in Fiscally Constrained 
Counties 
     ● ($6,360,666) – SR 26 from Fanning Springs to Trenton Resurfacing 
     ● ($6,395,450) – SR 47 from CR 232 to Columbia County Line Resurfacing 
     ● ($5,483,786) – SR 47 from U.S. Highway 129 to CR 232 Resurfacing 
     ● ($4,720,000) – CR 138 from U.S. Highway 129 to SR 47 
     Governor DeSantis announced his intent to approve a $400 million appropriation supporting 
Florida’s Broadband (Internet) Opportunity Grant Program and a $30 million appropriation for the 
state’s Rural Infrastructure Fund. 
     The $400 million Broadband Opportunity Grant Program will provide grant funding to expand 
high-speed Internet connection to communities in need of the essential service, addressing historical 
broadband deficiencies and paving the way for future economic growth. 
 

Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Schultz opened his presentation of the day by saying he thinks it is great 
that the governor not only knows where Gilchrist County is, but he came to visit. 
     With the Florida Legislature approving money for rural counties, and the governor signing off on 
those expenditures, rather than using a line-item veto, Sheriff Schultz said, it shows that the state 
leaders are concerned about the people in rural counties. 
     “Twenty-three million dollars,” Schultz said. “I can’t begin to tell you what that will do for the 
citizens of Gilchrist County.” 
     The sheriff said Gilchrist County has some of the best springs in the world for people to visit. With 
the road improvements and other infrastructure funding, this will help the county. 
     By approving the $370,000 in state subsidy of local law enforcement, the sheriff believes this will 
help Gilchrist County to continue to be a safe place to live, work and raise families. 
     “It’s not going to be a cure-all, fix-all for all crime,” the sheriff said, “but I promise you it is a big 
step. It helps our county. It’s money that we didn’t necessarily have.” 



HardisonInk.com 
     Sheriff Schultz this will help Gilchrist County compete on a more level playing field for attracting 
new law enforcement officers to this part of Florida. 
 

Sen. Jennifer Bradley 
     Sen. Bradley said she is glad to be with “America’s Sheriff” and “America’s Governor.” 
     Bradley shared her opinion that DeSantis is the governor who has helped rural Florida more than 
many governors in the state’s history. 
 

Rep. Chuck Clemons 
     Rep. Clemons said he is happy to see so many people who were able to take time out from their 
workday to see Gov. DeSantis. 
     Clemons said he is happy to see the governor understands that rural Florida has different problems 
in contrast with urban Florida. 
 

Florida DEO Secretary Dane Eagle 
     Secretary Eagle gave a sunny report about the state’s current economic status. 
     Eagle noted the governor has told all state agencies to “not leave our rural counties behind.” 
     The Department of Economic Opportunity said the $400 million allocated to improving Internet 
service in Florida is unprecedented. 

 


