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State representative 

bids farewell to Dixie County 

 
Seen here after being requested for a photo opportunity are State Rep. Chuck Clemons and his 

wife Jane Clemons. They are in the meeting room of the Dixie County Board of County 

Commissioners on April 7. Rep. Clemons spoke highly of his wife and of other politicians’ 

spouses who can become affected by people who say things about those folks who choose to 

serve the public in an elected office. 

 

Story and Photo 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 8, 2022 at 11:12 a.m. 

     CROSS CITY –State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21) bid farewell to Dixie 

County on Thursday (April 7) as he will be running for election in a different district. 

     Qualifying is in June, but Clemons and two other people, Eva Olysha Magruder (D-Gainesville) and Brandon 

Peters (D-Williston) are listed as showing an intention to seek election to the Florida House of Representatives, 

District 22 seat, according to the Florida Secretary of State Division of Elections records as of April 7. 

     Clemons was in good form as usual as he spoke to the people. He did remind everyone to see their 

dermatologist if they have spots that may be skin cancer, because it is easier to stop skin cancer than to stop the 

cancer that can spread from that point. 

     Clemons said that as a young man he enjoyed being a lifeguard, and although people told him then about 

danger from tanning, he did not take their advice to heart. 

     The representative said he was happy to see a crowd of people in the small meeting room on that morning. 

     “The government closest to the people is the best government,” Clemons said as he mentioned he was glad to 

see people actively watching their local elected officials. 

     Near the start of his very well crafted presentation, Clemons said stands before the people that day as their 

state representative and as their friend. 

     He reminisced back to 2016 when he chose to run for state office. As he visited in Dixie County, Clemons 

said, he was asked if he would only be showing up at election time. Clemons said that he promised to be 

present, and he has kept his word. 
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     The statesman said “the most precious commodity” for any person is their word. Clemons says what he 

means, and he does what he says. 

     After six years in the Florida Legislature, Clemons said people can see there is a difference in his actions – 

where he did what he said he would do – in contrast with some people who are elected on promises they fail to 

keep. 

     One of the first things he is proud to have seen is the completion of the construction of Dixie County High 

School. Rep. Clemons said that with “the previous Senator Bradley,” they joined with other leaders to bring the 

needed money to bear and complete the project. 

     Clemons said that as he and his wife Jane drove by it on the way to this meeting, it warmed his heart to see 

what a gem that is for the community. 

     In 2017, Dixie County was devastated by a hurricane, he said. 

     “I don’t need to tell you guys about water, and water, and water,” Clemons said, “because you all are experts 

on it.” 

     Driving around the county and seeing the destruction from those 40 inches of rainwater, he went to visit a 

couple in the county. They had lost part of their roof. When he called the woman a few days later, she was 

surprised that he was checking in on the constituent. 

     Clemons said passing bills in the House is important, and this year he passed more than any other member 

of that august body. More important than that, Clemons said, is – the people. Caring about the people is vital 

for an elected official, he said. 

     Clemons spoke about watching the Dixie County Bears play football. He mentioned seeing Wyatt 

Higginbotham play back then. 

     Later as Clemons was hunting quail at The Gilchrist Club with the Speaker of the House, the high school 

graduate recognized him, and Clemons said he felt that when their guide recognized him “It made me feel like a 

rock star, and I’ve got the Speaker of the House there.” 

     Clemons said it is important to “… make your friends before you need your friends.” 

     The state representative was always pleased to see Dixie County visitors come to Tallahassee to visit their 

house. When he saw Dixie County FFA members, School Board members, or county commissioners, or clerks 

of the courts, including Barbie Higginbotham, he was always happy. 

     Clemons mentioned that Higginbotham was involved with the Florida Association of Clerks of the Courts, 

and he successfully helped assure two bills passed to help clerks. Clemons said all of the clerks of courts in 

Florida deserve recognition. 

     Clerks do more with less, and the state expects them to keep doing that, Clemons said. The Florida 

Legislature presents them with unfunded mandates, and they somehow meet the demand, he said. 

     Clemons said he is very happy to see the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce’s Expo and Fly-In every year. 

The Cross City Airport is a valuable resource for the county, he added. 

     The American flags and crosses that the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce put next to U.S. Highway 19 

for Memorial Day week and Veterans Day week always move him, Clemons said. 

     Clemons shared more stories about how he has helped constituents during his time in Tallahassee since 

2016.  

     Being responsive to help people is important, Clemson said, as he solves and resolves their problems as best 

as he can. 

     As he concluded during his last meeting with the Dixie County Commission as the state representative in the 

House for Dixie County, Clemons said he hopes to be elected for the new district that includes Levy County. 

     While Clemons will not be the state representative for Dixie County after the election, he will always 

consider himself as the representative for Dixie County and as a friend of the people there. 

     Small counties must join forces, Clemons said. Dixie County has one state senator and one state 

representative. They could reach Tallahassee riding the same motorcycle, he said, if they wanted to do that. 

     Meanwhile, Miami-Dade has 16 representatives and eight state senators. Clemons said they need a bus to 

transport their legislative delegation. 

     “So, it’s not a fair fight,” Clemons said. 
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     Nevertheless, in this past legislative year, Rep. Clemons said, he and State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming 

Island, Dist. 5) got legislation through to help fund Dixie County projects. 

     Of course, he added, the governor has the power to line-item veto any expenditures. 

     If Gov. Ron DeSantis does not kill the legislation, then the Rep. Clemons and Sen. Bradley helped budget for 

Dixie County $22.9 million worth of projects, including for road paving. Among those top five items, he said, 

are 

     ● $3.7 million for the Dixie County Emergency Operations Center addition; 

     ● $3.5 million for the Old Town Fire Station; 

     ● $1.5 million for the school access road; 

     ●350,000 for water improvements for Horseshoe Beach; and 

     ● $2. 7 million for the Dixie County Flood and Stormwater Mitigation. 

     Rep. Clemons said the $2.7 million will fund necessary cleaning and replacement of many culverts and other 

drainage issues to reduce flooding. He concedes it is not an end-all or cure-all for flooding in Dixie County, but 

it will make a difference. 

     The outgoing state representative said he wanted to share the good news about the proposed budget items, 

as he cautioned listeners to remember the governor can veto any line-item proposal in the budget. 

     State Rep. Clemons said he is happy to report his progress, but he must note that it is only because of the 

behind-the-scenes support of his wife Jane that he can succeed. 

     Clemons said everyone in elected office know of what he speaks when he says the support of a spouse is 

critical.  

     “People say ugly things about you,” Clemons said, “and it rolls off your back because you are the elected 

official. It don’t roll off the back of your family members. O.K.? 

     “They want to fight somebody,” Clemons continued, and the audience laughed. “I mean literally. They want 

to.” 

     Clemons shared some observations with other elected officials. 

     This is what he has observed for success as an elected official. 

     ● Be accessible. 

     ● Do what you can when you can - for as long as you can.  

     ● Help as many people as you are able to help. 

     He said by following these guidelines, the elected official will be “able to look at yourself in the mirror.” 

Clemons said to remember that no person can solve every problem.  

     “It is better to be upfront with the folks,” he said, “so that there are not any false expectations. You don’t 

have a magic wand. You don’t have a crystal ball. And you’re only human. 

     “So, as long as you can do those things, I can tell you, you can keep your head up high,” he added. “Your 

reputation is all you have. And for the rational people, that will matter. For the irrational people, it is never 

going to matter. Treat ‘em with kindness. Pray for ‘em. And bless their heart.”  

     Commissioner Mark Hatch said he has always been able to speak with Rep. Clemons, and he always helps. 

Hatch said he is sorry to lose him as the representative for Dixie County, but he has been letting the people of 

Levy County know about how he has gone above and beyond the call of duty every time. 

     Dixie County Emergency Services Chief Darian Brown also spoke very highly about Clemons’ service to the 

people. 


