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Mark Hatch before the start 

of the regular twice-

monthly meeting on April 7. 
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     CROSS CITY – The three members of the Dixie County Board of County Commission present April 7 

granted a request from Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler to make a county ordinance to roll back the welcome 

mat for sexual predators. 

     Sex offenders and sexual predators, Sheriff Butler said, are what he has seen are presenting a growing threat 

since becoming sheriff in Dixie County. 

     Dixie County, he said, has seen an increase in residency by this type of criminal.  

     The sheriff said he believes this dilemma is from the county lacking a strong ordinance to help reduce the 

place where this type of criminal violator can reside. He has looked at other counties and found Lafayette 

County has an ordinance he wants Dixie County to use as a template. 

      Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Commissioner James Valentine and Commissioner 

Mark Hatch voted to have Dixie County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen draft an ordinance for possible adoption 

regarding this matter. 

     The sheriff said violators call the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office to find out about the county’s ordinance that 

would prevent them from living within a certain distance of a school, park, playground and the like. 

     The sheriff said his office must tell the sex offenders and predators that in Dixie County, the DCSO enforces 

Florida Statutes. 

     As he made his motion, Commissioner Hatch said he wanted the sheriff to provide the county attorney with 

input as well as to use the Lafayette County ordinance. Dixie County Commissioner Valentine seconded Hatch’s 

motion, which received a 3-0 vote of approval. 

     Before the start of the meeting Thursday, Chairman Storey said Vice Chairman W.C. Mills was absent due to 

some business he needed to conduct, and Commissioner Jody Stephenson was absent due to attending a 

funeral. 

     On another 3-0 vote, the County Commission approved the sheriff’s request to transfer an old DCSO vehicle 

for use by the Dixie County Solid Waste Department. 


