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Dixie County takes care of building issues 3-0 

 
Dixie County Building and Zoning Official Leon Wright tells the County Commission that he 

presents information, and they can choose action based on those facts, and whatever else they 

want to consider before taking action. 
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     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners took care of building issues Thursday 

(April 7), and they did much more despite two commissioners needing to be absent from that regular twice-

monthly meeting. 

       Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Commissioner James Valentine and Commissioner 

Mark Hatch ruled during six public hearings involving five special exceptions and one variance. 

     Before the start of the meeting Thursday, Chairman Storey said Vice Chairman W.C. Mills was absent due to 

some business he needed to conduct, and Commissioner Jody Stephenson was absent due to attending a 

funeral. 

 

VARIANCES AND SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 

     Commissioners approved a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle at 4486 S.E. Highway 55A, 

Old Town. That was requested by Gregory Boull. 

     Commissioners tabled a request for a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle at 675 N.E. 673rd 

St., Old Town. That was requested by Vincent Denaris and there were objections expressed to granting this 

special exception. Since it is in Commissioner Mills’ district, and since there were objections, the three other 
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commissioners voted to table it until later. 

     Commissioners approved a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle at 234 S.E. 74th Ave., Cross 

City. That was requested by Kelly Simmons. 

     Commissioners tabled a request for a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle at 489 N.E. 356th 

Ave., Old Town. That was requested by Kenneth and Pamela Warnke and there were objections expressed to 

granting this special exception. Since it is in Commissioner Stephenson’s district, and since there were 

objections, the three other commissioners voted to table it until later. 

     Commissioners approved a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle at 399 S.E. 917th St., Old 

Town. That was requested by Eric Brittain. Although this is in Commissioner Mills’ district, there were no 

objections. Hence, the three commissioners present approved it. 

     Commissioners approved a variance to allow an open pole barn, measuring 14feet, by 40 feet, by 14 feet at 

566 N.E. 673rd St., Old Town that variance was requested by Henry Scheuermann. Although this is in 

Commissioner Mills’ district, there were no objections. Hence, the three commissioners present approved it. 

     In another matter, the County Commission agreed to do what is required to overcome an oversight from 

action taken in 2004, where 16 lots were changed from commercial to residential, but the relevant map was not 

properly designated to reflect that happened. 

     Dixie County Building and Zoning Official Leon Wright showed the County Commission documentation to 

support the facts of this matter, and the County Commission took the action it needed to take. 

     As a result, those lots will be properly designated in all documents for residential use rather than for 

commercial intense uses. 

 

SUPER MAJORITY VOTE 

 
Sarah Ross speaks to the three Dixie County Commission members about requiring a Super 

Majority Vote to revise comprehensive growth management or related maps. 
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Howard Hart, chairman of the 

board of the Big Bend Water 

Authority, explains why he would 

vote against forcing a super 

majority to pass any particular 

legislation. Hart gave an example 

of how such a requirement 

becomes a logjam for getting 

anything done. He strongly 

endorsed the idea to leave a 

simple majority as the method to 

decide changes to future land use 

maps and zoning. 

 

     The County Commission chose 

against changing from the current 

simple majority vote to a super majority 

vote, although one Dixie County 

resident had requested that change 

when the elected leaders rule on future land uses and zoning. 

     Sarah Ross spoke to the County Commission to express her opinion that there should be a super majority 

vote (four) county commissioners to change future land use maps, and zoning, rather than a simple majority 

(three) county commissioners to make that change. 

     Ross used the Florida Legislature’s mandatory property rights’ rulings from last year to help support her 

argument. 

     She said seven of Florida’s 67 counties require super majority vote to amend future land use maps and 

zoning maps. 

     Ross asserted her opinion that this new super majority vote requirement would not be to prevent growth, 

but instead would be to “… effectively manage growth, while helping preserve a county’s unique culture.” 

     Ross said she believes people move to Dixie County because they like the “unique culture and lifestyle” of 

this rural county.  

     It is her opinion that requiring four votes rather than three will help future generations of Dixie County. 

     Presenting a different perspective than Ross was Howard Hart, chairman of the board of the Big Bend Water 

Authority -- an organization that includes parts of two counties – Dixie and Taylor. 

     Hart, a resident of Jena or Steinhatchee since 1974, said he is 100 percent in favor of growth. He believes 

anywhere that can be developed to share with everyone, including those who are less fortunate. 

     As chairman of the board of the Water Authority, Hart said that the interlocal agreement requires a super 

majority. He said the super majority rule causes a deadlock from doing anything. 

     He said the entity wanted to balance out the power, which includes an equal amount of member from each 

of the two counties, except for one other. By having the odd member of the authority, or the “floater” member, 

selected from Dixie, and then Taylor, and then Dixie, year after year, with a one-year term, which gave a 

balance of power, he said. 

     When there was an attempt to make the “floater” position a two-year rather than one year, because it would 

give the person a chance to learn more about what they are doing, that was up for a super majority vote. 

     The change did not happen. So, Hart said, now that person serves for one year, and then there is a new 

appointment. Even though a majority of the Water Authority see the rational, logical best choice, the super 

majority does not. 
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     Hart, who has been on the Big Bend Water Authority for 15 years, said he knows the “floater” would better 

understand everything if he or she served 24 months rather than 12, because that gives the person time to 

understand more about why one thing or another occurs. 

     More than from just this one example, Hart sees a super majority as being counterproductive in contrast 

with a simple majority. 

     “When you have a super majority,” Hart said. “to me, you have a deadlock.” 

     Hart urged the County Commission to reject the request by Ross to change the voting procedure on zoning. 

     “The majority has always won, and I would like it to continue to do that,” Hart said. “I don’t mean any 

opposition to Sarah. I understand part of what she’s trying to do. And I rally don’t like being up here saying 

anything against it, because in her heart, what she’s doing, she’s trying to make us all work together, and slow 

(growth) down a little bit.  

     “There’s nothing wrong with that,” Hart said. “But we still need a (simple) majority to be able to make a 

decision. And I would appreciate it if y’all would keep it that way.” 

     County Commissioner Hatch told Dixie County Building and Zoning Official Wright that he has seen things 

through the years that would not exist if a super majority was required. 

     One example Hatch gave was the Lucky Charm RV Park, which came to be after a 3-2 vote in 2011 or 2012 to 

allow it. 

     “Like today,” Hatch said, “we could not conduct business.” 

     He noted the super majority could not happen with two commissioners being absent, as was the case April 7, 

even though those three men were able to complete actions with two of their colleagues missing from the 

meeting. 

     Commissioner Hatch said he was not in favor of it. Chairman Storey agreed with Hatch. 

 

OTHER NEWS 

 
Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon (left) and substitute Dixie County Attorney Pierce Kelley 

listen to the conversation at the meeting. Kelley was sitting in the place of Dixie County 

Attorney M. Michael O’Steen who was unable to be present for the April 7 meeting. 

 

     Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon found approval for the following requests, and some others, he made 

that day. 

     ● Execute the SHIP assistance purchase of a home for Brandon Melton in the amount of $20,000. 
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     ● Execute the contract agreement with DBT Transportation Services AWOS system for the Cross City 

Airport in the amount of $5,650. 

     ● Execute the contract agreement with DDD Construction and Site Work LLC for the Cross City Flood 

Management Improvements in the amount of $261,603. 

     ● Perform an economic study for the McGriff Channel Dredge Project for $9,700. The Dixie County 

Chambre of Commerce has pledged $3,500, which left the county $6,200. 

     ● And the County Commission members each will donate $100 to the Daddy-Daughter Dance this year. That 

money comes from each county commissioner’s pay. It is not from the taxpayers but from the individual 

commissioners. Dixie County School Board Member Paul Gainey explained to HardisonInk.com that just like 

the County Commission members, the Dixie County School Board members have a certain amount deducted 

from their paychecks to pay for things like the dance, or to bid on an animal at the Suwannee River Fair and 

Youth Livestock Show and Sale. 


