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Tri-County Area county commissions recognize 
April 16 as National Healthcare Decisions Day 

 
On April 4, posing with the proclamation adopted in Trenton for Gilchrist County are 
(from left) County Commissioner Kendrick Thomas, County Commissioner Marion 
Poitevint, Wendy Crews, a community relations representative with Community 
Hospice and Palliative Care of Gainesville, County Commission Chairman Bill Martin, 
County Commission Vice Chairman Darrell Smith and County Commissioner Sharon 
Akins Langford. 

 
On April 5, posing with the proclamation adopted in Bronson for Levy County are (from 
left) County Commissioner Matt Brooks, Charlene Stefanelli, a community relations 
representative with Community Hospice and Palliative Care, County Commission 
Chairman Rock Meeks, Deanna Sheppard, MBA, a professional liaison of Haven, 
County Commissioner John Meeks and County Commissioner Lilly Rooks. 
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On April 7, presenting 
the proclamation before 
it was adopted in Cross 
City for Dixie County by 
the three members of the 
Dixie County Board of 
County Commissioners 
who were present that 
Thursday, Chairman 
Jamie Storey, 
Commissioner James 
Valentine and 
Commissioner Mark 
Hatch are Erica Olson 
(left), a healthcare 
relations representative 
of Community Hospice 
and Palliative Care and 
Deanna Sheppard, MBA, 
a professional liaison of 
Haven. 
 

Story and Photos  
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 7, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
      TRI-COUNTY AREA – All three county commissions in the Tri-County Area of Gilchrist 
County, Levy County and Dixie County this week adopted resolutions to declare April 16 as National 
Healthcare Decisions Day, as well as to declare the month of April as month for similar action 
regarding the creation of a living will. 
       On Monday evening (April 4), the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners declared 
April 16 as National Healthcare Decisions Day. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David M. “Duke” Lang Jr. was the first man to read the proclamation 
into the record in the three counties. 
     Wendy Crews, a community relations representative with Community Hospice and Palliative Care 
of Gainesville, spoke to the Gilchrist County commissioners about the need for each person to have a 
clear communication to others about what to do in the event that the person becomes incapacitated 
from an injury. 
     How far should medical professionals go to keep the person alive? By putting this into a document, 
the surviving friends and family members need not fight among each other about what to do. 
     Gilchrist County Commission Chairman Bill Martin shared some personal insight from his family 
in this regard. 
     The other four members of the Gilchrist County Commission, in addition to Chairman Martin, are 
Vice Chairman Darrell Smith, and commissioners Sharon A. Langford, Marion Poitevint and Kenrick 
Thomas 
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Charlene Stefanelli, a 
community relations 
representative with 
Community Hospice and 
Palliative Care, stresses that 
the process is relatively easy 
and it is free. Any hospice will 
help a person create a living 
will, she said. Stefanelli spoke 
April 5 in Levy County. 
 
     On Tuesday morning (April 5), 
the Levy County Board of County 

Commissioners declared April 16 as National Healthcare Decisions Day. Charlene Stefanelli, a 
community relations representative with Community Hospice and Palliative Care of Gainesville, 
spoke to the Levy County commissioners. 
     Joining her in Bronson that Tuesday morning was Deanna Sheppard, MBA, a professional liaison 
of Haven, which is another hospice service provider in the area. 
     Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean became the second man in the three counties to read the 
proclamation into the official record of the county, before the four surviving members of the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners voted to adopt the resolution. The late Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 
1950-Aug. 4, 2021) died from COVID-19 while he was in office. 
     Gov. Ron DeSantis has failed to replace Joyner and there are candidates currently listed as running 
for election in November to fill that unexpired term for one year, before the normal election for a 
person to fill that seat for four years, which will happen in an election in 2023. 
     Community Hospice and Palliative Care Community Relations Representative Stefanelli made the 
process to complete the creation of a living will very easy, as well as providing moving comments 
about this matter. 
     She put pamphlets on the back table of the big meeting room for people to take with them if they 
wanted to do so. 
     Stefanelli said that the global COVID-19 pandemic in the past few years has presented families with 
stressful choices. 
     People being intubated, possibly against their will, may have been something that happened in a 
hospital to a person who was suffering extreme distress from not being able to breathe as a result of 
the symptoms from COVID-19, she intimated. 
     “If your family doesn’t know what your wishes are,” Stefanelli said, “how are they going to follow 
them? The last thing you want is your children screaming and cursing each other because one thinks 
you want one thing and another thinks you want something different.” 
     Stefanelli said creating a living will is free. It does not require a lawyer. It requires two witnesses 
and a notary, Stefanelli said. Stefanelli added that both Community Hospice and Haven provide this 
service for free. 
     She said staff at both hospices help each person make whatever choices they want. 
     During the presentation in Dixie County on Thursday, Sheppard reminded everyone that only is it 
free, but this is not something to wait until a person goes into hospice care. It is best to have a living 
will prepared before the patient becomes unable to coherently convey their wishes. 
     On Thursday morning (April 7), the three members of the Dixie County Board of County 
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Commissioners who were present -- Chairman Jamie Storey, Commissioner James Valentine and 
Commissioner Mark Hatch declared April 16 as National Healthcare Decisions Day. 
     The Dixie County proclamations, one each for the two hospice interests at that meeting, were 
similar to the ones adopted by county commissions in Gilchrist and Levy counties earlier in the week. 
All of the proclamations essentially noted the following: 
     ● National Healthcare Decisions Day is recognized across the country on April 16. It is designed to 
inspire, educate and empower the public and providers about the importance of 
advance care planning to raise public awareness of the need to plan for health-care decisions, 
especially those related to end-of-life care and medical decision-making when patients are unable 
to speak for themselves. It encourages the specific use of advance directives to communicate these 
important health care decisions; and 
     ● healthcare and community organizations across Florida are assisting people to plan for future 
health care decisions in the event they are unable to make their own medical decisions and to 
encourage the use of advance directives to communicate these important health care decisions; and 
     ● a large percentage of Dixie County residents have not yet prepared for healthcare decisions. In 
times of crisis and/or at end of life, some number of Dixie County residents have not had important 
conversations with their families, loved ones, and their healthcare providers and documented those 
decisions; and 
     ● it is likely that a significant reason for this large percentage is that there is both a lack of 
knowledge and considerable confusion in the public about advance care planning and advance 
directives; and 
     ● one of the principal goals of National Healthcare Decisions Day is to encourage physicians and 
their care teams, medical groups, hospitals and health systems, nursing homes, assisted living 
facilities, continuing care retirement communities, hospices and community organizations to 
participate in a statewide effort to provide clear and consistent information to the public about 
advance care planning; and 
     ● Community Hospice and Palliative Care of North Central Florida and other healthcare 
organizations and community groups have endorsed this event and are committed to 
educating the public about the importance of discussing health care choices and executing advance 
directives; and 
● the global COVID-19 pandemic makes advance care planning even more important with every age 
group being impacted and 840,000 deaths and counting in the United States attributed 
to the virus. 
     ● as a result of the month of April 2022 being recognized as “National Healthcare Decisions 
Month” and April 16, 2022, as “National Healthcare Decisions Day,” more individuals will have 
conversations about their healthcare decisions; more people will execute advance directives to make 
their wishes known; and fewer families and healthcare providers will have to struggle with making 
difficult health care decisions in the absence of guidance from the patient. 
     The idea of the proclamations is to encourage individuals to increase their understanding and 
awareness of care at the end of life, discuss their end of life wishes with their families, and observe 
this month with appropriate activities and programs in the Tri-County Area of Gilchrist County, Levy 
County and Dixie County. 

 


