
HardisonInk.com 
NCBDC considers expanding by two counties 

 
NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen pitches the idea of expanding the organization and 

adding employees. He made the pitch Tuesday (April 5). The NCBDC currently is expected to 

attract new business to Levy County and to help existing Levy County enterprises. An expansion 

would bring Dixie County and Gilchrist County into this service provider’s range. 
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     BRONSON – The Nature Coast Business Development Council (NCBDC) invites new enterprises to Levy 

County as well as serving the established business community in Levy County. 

     During his first report to the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning (April 5), 

NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen sought and received permission to seek the addition of Dixie County 

and Gilchrist County into the NCBDC fold. 

     Osteen is the most recent in a line of executive directors over the past several years. 

     Levy County, which does not have a singular Chamber of Commerce, but instead has one for Chiefland, 

Williston, Fanning Springs and the Withlacoochee Gulf Area (Inglis and Yankeetown) is not a place where 

people generally look beyond geopolitical lines on a map. Osteen thinks that developers and investors do not 

consider county lines. 

     Even the Friends of the five different public libraries in Levy County are distinct and separate. 

     When a boat manufacturing company moved from Dixie County to Levy County, former NCBDC Executive 

Director David Pieklik made a point of showing how this was an advantage for Levy County, especially for its 

tax base. Pieklik had the most success in attracting new business to Levy County. 

     He accepted a similar post, though, from Citrus County. 

     Meanwhile, even as the NCBDC exists today, there are not representatives in all of the various spots for 

volunteers on the NCBDC Board of Directors. For instance, there is a vacancy for a person on the NCBDC 

Board of Directors representing the transportation sector of business. 

     Beyond that, the fledgling new executive director is operating essentially on his own timeline with goals 

roughly being carried forward from the annual report of the year Pieklik left. Likewise, he is operating from his 

home as the NCBDC “office.” 

     Having still not established an office in Levy County for the NCBDC executive director, Osteen could not say 
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where the new Tri-County Area version of NCBDC would have an office. 

    One of his selling points for expanding the entity, which he said will need more employees if it expands, is 

that any growth in the region helps all interests. 

     One expression for this concept is “A high tide floats all boats.” 

     The current NCBDC Board of Directors meet once a month. 

     In his first report to the Levy County Commission, Osteen spoke about his learning about some of the 

industries in the area and having visited one city’s planning director. There are eight municipalities in Levy 

County, with Williston, Chiefland, Fanning Springs and Bronson being the top four for business. 

     Unlike Pieklik, Osteen provided no report of potential new business interests coming to Levy County or of 

how the NCBDC helped any existing business interest. There appears to be no gauge to measure return on 

investment of the tax dollars into the NCBDC. 

     Osteen said he “participated” in the Levy Youth Expo held at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson 

(Levy County) Campus. This was an event by CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion to help Levy County youths 

learn more about business. 

     He said the event had the “biggest turnout ever,” although this was only the third time this annual event has 

happened, and Osteen gave no specific details about the previous year’s attendance or this year’s attendance. 

     The new director said he is not from a business background, and he is immersing himself in learning.  

     Osteen said he “participated” in “rural county days,” which could be referring to an event in Tallahassee, 

where he was with a couple of Levy County commissioners. 

     From that event, Osteen determined that Levy County should bring oysters and other products produced in 

Levy County to the event to show other counties the aquacultural products from Levy County. Cedar Key is 

famous for its clam production. 

     Osteen said he met with a representative of Duke Energy Florida, which has an economic development 

team.  

     During his tour of the Williston Municipal Airport, Osteen said he was impressed. Until that tour, Osteen 

said he was unaware of how big and inviting the airport is for business. 

     As he sought and received approval to potentially add Dixie County and Gilchrist County to the NCBDC, 

Osteen could not say how many members from those counties would be added to the Board of Directors. 

     If one county or another county obtains a new business, then that particular county’s tax base increases, but 

Osteen mentioned that the new business can provide jobs and other positive resources for neighboring 

counties. 

     As for his contacts to begin this process, Osteen said Carol West of the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce 

and Donna Creamer of the Gilchrist County Tourist Development Council are some of his initial contacts. 

     When County Commissioner Lilly Rooks asked if Dixie and Gilchrist counties would be paying like Levy 

County, Osteen said they would. As noted in a March 22 HardisonInk.com story, Gilchrist County has no 

budget for economic development this fiscal year. 

     CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion organization covers Osteen’s health insurance costs as an employee of the 

NCBDC. The NCBDC is a Levy County entity primarily funded by the Levy County taxpayers. 

     Adding Gilchrist and Dixie counties to the NCBDC, then might call for some more support from the 

CareerSource Crown Florida organization, which includes those two counties in its coverage area, to offset the 

other paid employees that Osteen sees as being needed to add to this development council. 

     The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners and the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners 

might be called upon to invest their counties’ taxpayers’ dollars in this venture. 

     Osteen said the next monthly meeting of the NCBDC is going to be at the Black Prong Equestrian complex 

nest to Goethe State Forest in Levy County. 


