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Hayes wins 196-186 

 
Tim West (left) holds up Lance Hayes’ arm like a referee would after a boxing 
match to show the winner. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The voters of Chiefland chose to reelect Lance Hayes rather than to elect Tim 
West, according to a manual count of every ballot from the April 5 election. 

 
Tim West and Lance Hayes shake hands. The two gentlemen accepted the vote tally 
without question.  
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Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones is on the scene at Chiefland City Hall 
to help Chiefland City Manager Laura Cain. Cain is the ex-officio city clerk and as such 
Cain is the supervisor of elections of municipal elections in Chiefland. Seen seated in 
this picture is Deputy City Clerk Belinda Wilkerson. 
 
     The audit of the ballots on Thursday evening (April 7) showed 142 people walked in to vote for 
Hayes, Levy County Supervisor of Elections said in a telephone interview. There were 53 people who 
mailed in absentee ballots in favor of Hayes, she said. There was one provisional ballot that proved to 
be for Hayes. 
     A provisional ballot is one that needs to be confirmed as being accurate. The most common flaw is 
a difference between the way the voter signed his or her voter registration form and the signature on 
the day of the vote. 
     West had 81 people walk in and vote for him on Tuesday. Another 105 mailed in their ballots, Jones 
said. 
     There were zero provisional ballots for West, Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones said. 
     It is official, Hayes won. 
     Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean served as chairman of the vote canvassing board. Dean, 
Police Chief Scott Anderson and Fire Chief James Harris, as that board, manually counted every 
ballot to assure the final official tally was correct. 
     Jones said she is pleased to announce, too, that the voting machines were 100 percent correct. 


