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Friends of the refuges’ annual meeting 
is a resounding success 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- Not to 
be deterred by morning clouds, 
a midday deluge, and an 
abundance of no-see-ums, 
more than 100 members 
attended the 2022 Annual 
Meeting of Friends of the 
Lower Suwannee and Cedar 
Keys National Wildlife Refuges 
on Saturday (April 2). 
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     Held at the Lower 
Suwannee National Wildlife 
Refuge headquarters in Levy 
County, it was the group’s 
first in-person Annual 
Meeting since the global 
COVID-19 pandemic began 
two years ago. 
     The day started out 
cloudy, warm, and 
threatening. 
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Friends watch the storm 
arrive. 
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     Members registered, 
shopped for Friends shirts 
and the new Butterflies of the 
Lower Suwannee Refuge 
guidebooks. Many attendees 
were seeing each other for the 
first time since the February 
2020 meeting, and 
conversations were warm and 
happy. 
     The rain held off until the 
program started about 10:00. 
With members gathered 
inside the “shop” building 
and out of the rain, Refuge 

Manager Andrew Gude talked about the refuge’s projects to restore the forests and the flow of water 
across the refuge lands to the river and the Gulf. Both were affected by earlier lumbering. Restoration 
is a long-term effort to provide a robust environment for the animals and plants on the Refuge and to 
benefit those that live in the waters. 
     Friends President Debbie Meeks highlighted the increase in visitation to the Refuges during the 
pandemic when many other public lands were closed and the parallel increase in visitation to the 
Friends website and monthly News Brief, the establishment and success of the online store, and the 
production of the popular butterfly guidebook. This year’s goal will be to restore member and visitor 
engagement in person. 
     Dr. Marc Minno was the featured speaker. His presentation on Butterflies of the Lower Suwannee 
Refuge and their Host Plants was enthusiastically received. 
     After the lunch, which was catered by Ken and Rose McCain, Sandra Smith presented Refuge 
Manager Gude with a symbolic key to the Vista property. She and her sister Linda Alexander recently 
gave up their life estate on the property, turning full access over to the Refuge for future development 
as an interpretive center. 
     It was delightful to be back on the Refuge again for this annual celebration of support for our 
Refuges and their contributions to this cherished, nature-centered, little corner of the world. 


