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Inglis makes big request 

 
Inglis Mayor Drew White speaks to the Levy County Commission. He appears to 
be unprepared and misinformed. 
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     BRONSON – Inglis Mayor Michael Andrew “Drew” White told the four members of the 
Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning (April 5) about a $5 million 
grant opportunity from Florida, where the county would contribute $500,000. 
     It took a question from Levy County Commissioner John Meeks to get that information out 
of Inglis Mayor White, who is among candidates seeking to take the seat once held by the late 
County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 4, 2021). 
     Clifton Harrell and Desiree Mills, both of Morriston, who like White are both Republicans, 
are the other candidates so far in that race for County Commission. Qualifying for the race is in 
June. 
     The mayor, who was dressed in a polo shirt and shorts, and has should-length hair, 
approached the County Commission asking for the county to build an evacuation shelter on 
property it owns that is currently used as a recreational complex in southern Levy County on 
the east side of U.S. Highway 19. 
     “Anything on the Gulf side (west) of (U.S.) 19 is in the flood area,” White said, as he referred 
to a plan to use the Inglis Community Center as a Post-hurricane shelter for evacuees from 
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Inglis. 
     White said the city built the Community Center and the Inglis Fire Department building 15 
years ago. He called the buildings the storm shelters for the people of the city.  
     He said the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency will not accept those 
structures as being able to be used as shelters from hurricanes, due to the potential for flooding 
to reach them. 
     Actually, the Inglis Community Center is able to be used by the American Red Cross as a 
post-hurricane shelter. After the flood waters recede, the Red Cross can accommodate some 
evacuees who are unable to return to a home for a period of time after the disaster. 
     Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald confirmed the Inglis 
Community Center is a post-disaster shelter able to be used by the America Red Cross. 
     White said he spoke to State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Ocala) and that is where he found a $5 
million matching grant, where the county would kick in $500,000. Rep. Harding is seeking 
election in a district that includes Marion County, but not any part of Levy County anymore. 
     Harding moved his listed residence from Williston to Ocala. He is the state representative 
now, but he is a lame duck at best as far as Levy County voters are concerned. 
     White conglomerated his message about the South Levy Recreation Complex as an 
evacuation shelter site by saying he wants to combine Citrus County, Marion County and Levy 
County into an agreement to move a YMCA program out of the Inglis Community Center. 
Inglis City Councilwoman Joyce Schwing, White said, is involved in the YMCA.  
     White said the people of Inglis will not go to an evacuation shelter in Bronson. 
     “We have to pull them by the hair to get them to the Community Center,” White said. 
     While White thought the recreational acreage would be a good place for an evacuation 
shelter, County Commissioner Lilly Rooks told him that is in a “Level A” evacuation flood zone. 
It would be in the first group to be evacuated. 
     White said he did not know that but would look into it. Commissioner Rooks was 100 
percent correct about that property being too low to use for building an evacuation shelter. 
     Mayor White apparently was shooting from the hip without much research about a 
hurricane shelter for southern Levy County, and he may not have looked at the new districts for 
the Florida House of Representatives, since he went to Rep. Harding. 
     Completely switching topics, White asked if the city could use the South Levy Recreation 
Facility for the 2022 Fourth of July event. 
     The County Commission first voted 4-0 to hear a non-agenda item. When they voted to 
approve that, White thought that meant his request for use of the park for Independence Day 
was approved, but he was called back to the podium. With no fanfare, it was a 4-0 vote of 
approval for Inglis to use the park property in southern Levy County for fireworks, etc. 
     When asked, Mayor White said there was no parade planned for that celebration. 

 


