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     JEMLANDS – Jeff M. Hardison, owner and sole proprietor of the 12-year-old daily news website 

named HardisonInk.com, received another certificate of award for being an excellent journalist.     Delivered to 

Hardison’s Chiefland Post Office box, this award marks the ninth year out of nine years when he entered 

contests with the Florida Press Association or Florida Press Club. 

     Hardison said the mail delivered Tuesday (April 5) is serendipitous. 

     “It was 51 years ago today,” he said, “when I was in a motorcycle crash in St. Petersburg that caused my heart 

to stop and put me in a coma for 10 days. Up until I came out of that coma, I was bound and determined to be a 

surgeon.” 

     He suffered many broken bones, and loss of blood, as well as a head injury despite having a motorcycle 

helmet. 

      Hardison said when he saw the big gush of blood come from the surgeon checking the incision for the plate 

and screws that were added to hold his left femur together, at least two weeks after the crash, he decided 

against a career in medicine. Taking business law at Northeast High School, he thought for awhile about being 

a lawyer.  

     He took high school newspaper as an elective, and found after becoming editorial editor of 

the Nor’easter that was his calling. The student was later the news editor of The Wooden Horse at St. 

Petersburg Jr. College. 

     He received his first pay for an article he wrote that was published in the St. Petersburg Times in July of 

1977. That check was awarded to him when he was a student at Modern Media Institute, which later became 

the Poynter Institute for Media Studies. 

     While at the University of Florida College of Journalism and Communications, Hardison was published in 

the Independent Florida Alligator, the Gainesville Sun and the High Springs Herald, as well as another 

publication and he earned some hours of college credit by serving U.F. Information and Publication Services. 

     His first award was in 1983 from the Florida Press Association Better Newspaper Contest, where he earned 

Second Place in the Investigative Reporting category, when he worked for the Jasper News. 

     The most recent awards from the Florida Press Club were for 2021, where HardisonInk.com earned Third 



HardisonInk.com 
Place for Online Independent News Site, and in 2020, where HardisonInk.com earned Second Place for Online 

Independent News Site. 

     Other statewide journalism awards, earned by Hardison are 2007 -- Florida Press Association Better 

Newspaper Contest, Honorable Mention -- Investigative Reporting; 1990 Florida Press Association Better 

Newspaper Contest, Third place -- Environmental or Conservation; 1989 Florida Press Association Better 

Newspaper Contest, Second Place -- Community Service; 1989 Florida Press Association Better Newspaper 

Contest Honorable Mention -- Front Page Layout; 1989 Florida Press Club, Third Place -- Best Public Service; 

and 1984 Florida Press Association Better Newspaper Contest, Second Place -- Best Full Use of Color. 

     He has worked as a journalist in Pinellas County, Alachua County, Hamilton County, Suwannee County, 

Madison County, Taylor County, Collier County, Brevard County, Indian River County, Sumter County, Glades 

County, Hendry County, Highlands County, Charlotte County, Sarasota County, Lee County, Columbia County, 

Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 

     “Getting this award in the mail today,” Hardison said, “was a real day brightener. Of course, I do have fun 

every day and I am regularly very happy and glad. Fifty-one years ago, my now late father was told I may not 

live through the coma, and if I did awaken, I may not be able to speak or be cognizant of my surroundings. 

     “Once I came around,” Hardison continued, “Dr. Eduardo Raheb saved my left leg by adding some metal. 

Later he conducted micro-surgery on my left hand to restore feeling to three fingers, and that was in 1971.” 

     The multiple award winning former daily and weekly newspaper editor and reporter said he is thankful to 

God for all things. The publisher of the 12-year-old daily news website said he is happy to have helped people 

with his work. 


