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Chiefland election too close to call 

 
Chairman of the Canvassing Board Wilbur Dean is seen moments before the start 
of counting the votes. 
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     CHIEFLAND –In the election to Chiefland City Commission, Group 4, the votes for the 
two candidates are too close to call to announce a winner, Canvassing Board Chairman Wilbur 
Dean said Tuesday night (April 5). 

 
 

 

Lance Hayes 
stands across 
the street 
from City 
Hall on 
voting day as 
he campaigns 
for 
reelection. 
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(from left) Hal Lyons, Tim West and Ana West are in the front row of seats during 
the vote tallying by the Canvassing Board. 
 
     Joining Dean on the Canvassing Board were Police Chief Scott Anderson and Fire Chief 
James Harris. 
     Incumbent City Commissioner Lance Hayes had 194 votes. 
     Candidate Tim West had 186 votes. 
     On election day, 142 voted for Hayes by walking in and casting ballots. There were 52 mail-
in or absentee ballots for Hayes, Cain said. 
     On election day, 81 people voted for West by walking in and voting. There were 142 absentee 
or mail-in ballots for West, Cain said. 
     There were five provisional votes and three votes that need to be cured, Chiefland City 
Manager and Ex-Officio Clerk Laura Cain said. Cain is the supervisor of elections for Chiefland 
city elections, according to the city charter. 
     If all eight of those provisional and cured votes went to West, it would be a tie of 194 to 194. 
 
 
Chiefland City 
Manager 
Laura Cain is 
the ex-officio 
clerk of the 
city and as 
such she is the 
supervisor of 
city elections. 
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Poll Deputy Kary 
Colson brings in 
voting signs and 
flags. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Two of the three Canvassing Board members are Police Chief Scott Anderson 
(left) and Fire 
Chief James 
Harris. They 
opened 157 
envelopes of 
mail-in ballots, 
which were then 
placed into the 
ballot-counting 
machine. Two 
ballots were 
unable to be 
read and had to 
have copies made, which were counted. Both candidates saw the original failed 
ballots and the duplicates that were counted, and they both agreed the duplicates 
fairly and accurately reflected the intent of the voter. 
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Levy County 
Assistant 
Supervisor of 
Elections Jordan 
Lindsey is 
among the 
people helping 
the election to be 
completed on 
April 5. Several 
other people 
helped the voters 
exercise their 
right to choose 
which candidate 
to elect on that 
day as they were part of the process.  
 
     There are just over 1,000 qualified voters in the city, Cain said. Therefore, about 38 percent 
of the possible voters cast ballots 
     In the unlikely event that a tie between Hayes and West happens, then a winner will be 
decided by drawing straws – just like the last time when West beat incumbent Teresa Barron. 
     The recount is scheduled to start at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday (April 7) in the Hardy R. Dean Sr. 
Municipal. Building (which is commonly known as Chiefland City Hall), 214 E. Park Ave. 

 


