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Suspected bomb threatener arrested 
GCSO, ACSO, FDLE catch suspect 

 
Before the start of the press conference Wednesday (April 27), most of the 
people at the front of the room are seen here. They are (from left) Alachua 
County Sheriff’s Office Capt. Kaley Behl, FDLE Special Agent Tracey 
Rousseau, ACSO Chief Det. Lance Yaeger, FDLE Resident Agent In Charge 
of the Gainesville Office Jeff Watson, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby 
Schultz at the podium, (standing behind the sheriff and unseen here, ACSO 
Det. Travis Parsons, ACSO Det. Jeremy York, Alachua County Sheriff Clovis 
Watkins Jr., and Gilchrist County Superintendent of Schools James A. 
Surrency, Ed.D.  
 
Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 27, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. 
     TRENTON – One team. One mission. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Alachua County Sheriff Clovis Watson Jr. and 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement Resident Agent In Charge of the Gainesville 
Office Jeff Watson were among the members of the professional law enforcement 
community that brought a suspected domestic terrorist to justice. 
     Sheriff Schultz, Sheriff Watson and Agent Watson spoke about the arrest of Douglas 
Aaron Marangoni, 18, of Gilchrist County. 
     Beyond the arrest, the law enforcement leaders and Gilchrist County Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. James A. Surrency all spoke about more global concepts other than just 
this one suspected perpetrator. The continuing message through the press conference 
late Wednesday afternoon was that if not for the combined efforts of people working 
together for one cause, then the goal would not have been attained. 
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Before the start of the press conference, some of the people present are 
seen here. 

  

  

 

 

 
Douglas Aaron Marangoni 
Mug Shot Provided By GCSO 
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Here, Gilchrist County Sheriff Robert Schultz (left) and Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement Resident Agent In Charge of the Gainesville Office Jeff 
Watson (right) walk the handcuffed Douglas Aaron Marangoni to the 
Gilchrist County Jail in Trenton on April 27. 
Photo Provided By GCSO 
     As for the suspect, Marangoni was a student at Bell High School when the threats 
were made on March 11. He has since transferred to Trenton High School. Now, he is a 
temporary resident of the Gilchrist County Jail unless he posts $220,000 in bonds, or 
until the completion of the seven charges against him by conviction or acquittal. 
     Marangoni was arrested at his home today (Wednesday, April 27). He is charged with 
five felonies and two misdemeanors. As noted, his bond on those charges total 
$220,000. 
     The suspect is accused of two counts of making a false report on March 11. That false 
report was when he said he had placed a bomb, dynamite or other deadly explosive in 
Bell High School, according to information in the arrest warrant. 
     Making that threat is a felony, according to Florida law. 
     In Count III, according to the arrest warrant, the state accuses that Marangoni on 
March 11 “… did write or compose and also send or procure for sending of a letter, 
inscribed communication or electronic communication” a threat to kill or do bodily 
harm to a person or individuals “… or did make, post, or transmit a threat in a writing or 
other record, including an electronic record, to conduct a mass shooting or an act of 
terrorism…” 
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     In Count IV and V, the state accuses that Marangoni on March 11 used a cell phone to 
further the commission of the felonies he is charged with. 
     In Count VI and VII, the state alleges that Marangoni on March 11, unlawfully caused 
the disruption of classes, and caused the rerouting of buses. In Florida, it is unlawful for 
any person to knowingly disrupt or interfere with the lawful administration or functions 
of any educational institution, school board, or activity on school board property in this 
state. 
     Investigators believe the suspect made the threats to have the school closed.  
     During his part of the press conference, the sheriff reminded everyone that it is 
through the combined efforts of people in law enforcement, in the profession of 
education, as well as parents to help keep the county safe. 
 

 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz thanks everyone for helping solve 
this set of crimes. Seen behind him in this photo are (from left) FDLE 
Special Agent Tracey Rouseau, FDLE Resident Agent In Charge of the 
Gainesville Office Jeff Watson, ACSO Det. Travis Parsons, ACSO Det. 
Jeremy York, Alachua County Sheriff Clovis Watkins Jr., and Gilchrist 
County Superintendent of Schools James A. Surrency, Ed.D.  
 
     Sheriff Schultz thanked his department, the ACSO, the FDLE, the faculty and 
administrators in the Gilchrist County School District. He thanked parents for their 
understanding and tolerance of the significant inconvenience caused by the bomb 
threat. 
     The sheriff also thanked staff members of the Gilchrist County Fire Rescue and the 
Trenton Department of Public Safety for their help and assistance. 
     When the crime happened, the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office immediately began 
investigating the case and securing the schools in the communities of Gilchrist County, 
Schultz said. 
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     Alachua County Sheriff Watson and FDLE Resident Agent in Charge Watson sent 
resources to the GCSO to assist in the investigation, which has been ongoing since the 
threats, Schultz said. 
     “This is an ongoing investigation, and we continue to work in conjunction with our 
law enforcement partners,” Schultz said during the late afternoon press conference at 
the GCSO in Trenton on Wednesday (April 27). 
     He shared a little bit about what it took to find probable cause to arrest the suspect. 
     “These cowardly and terroristic threats were made utilizing numerous layers of 
electronic technology which takes not only hundreds of man hours to investigate and sift 
through but also the highest level of technology to analyze and interpret,” Sheriff Schultz 
said. “We appreciate the patience and understanding of our communities during that 
time and want to again assure everyone that everything that was done, and is continuing 
to be done, is for the sole purpose of protecting everyone in our communities. Great 
thought and consideration have been given to each decision made.” 
     The sheriff spoke about the general guiding force for the GCSO. 
     “The Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office exists to protect and serve our communities and 
to bring those people who choose to live outside the law to justice,” Schultz said. “We 
will continue to work tirelessly within our County, and with our neighboring law 
enforcement agencies, to make sure Gilchrist County is and stays a great place to live, 
work, and raise a family.” 
     The sheriff said the work of GCSO Lt. Rebecca Cumbie helped solve this issue. 
     Uncovering evidence, Shultz said, in this case was as like solving a murder case.  
     “Because of these cowardly threats,” Schultz said, “games were cancelled, school 
events were cancelled. School was cancelled (for a day).  
     “We take those threats seriously,” Sheriff Schultz said, “and we will continue to take 
those things seriously. But at the end of the day, we are going to work as hard as we 
possibly can to hold those people, who break the law in Gilchrist County, to 
accountability.” 

 

 

FDLE 
Resident 
Agent 
In Charge 
Jeff Watson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ11tBOZB9c
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Click on the photo 
to the right to see 
the video and 
hear some of what 
Agent Watson 
said during the 
press conference. 
 
     Florida 
Department of Law 
Enforcement 
Resident Agent In 
Charge of the 
Gainesville Office 
Jeff Watson shared 
information at the 
press conference. 
     Watson said it is 
thanks to the hard 
work put in by GCSO Lt. Cumbie, ACSO Capt. Kaley Behl, ACSO Chief Det. Lance 
Yaeger, ACSO Det. Travis Parsons, ACSO Det. Jeremy York and FDLE Special Agent 
Rebecca Cumbie that brought these charges to bear against Marangoni. 
     These law enforcement officers, Agent Watson said, heard the people question if it 
was safe to send their children to school.  
     FDLE RAIC Watson said he is thankful for the strong partnership the FDLE has with 
the sheriffs of Florida, and with the school districts. 
     He thanks parents for their patience and trust in law enforcement to keep their 
children safe. 
 

Alachua County Sheriff Clovis Watson Jr. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ11tBOZB9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ11tBOZB9c
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Click on the photo to the right 
to see the video and hear some 
of what Sheriff Watson said 
during the press conference. 
 
     Alachua County Sheriff Watson 
thanked the team from the ACSO for 
all of the work they do. 
     Alachua County Sheriff Watson 
said emphatically that whenever 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Schultz calls, 
the ACSO will respond. 
     “Gilchrist County is not alone,” 
Sheriff Watson said. “We (the ACSO) 
are going to be here. We are going to 
address these issues.” 
     The Alachua County sheriff explained why the ACSO made the choice to go the 
distance needed to end this criminal behavior in Gilchrist County. 
     He spoke about the terror of parents who drop their children off at school, or put 
them on a school bus, as a result of a person threatening to hurt or kill those children, 
and others. 
     Sheriff Watson spoke about the terror felt by parents who are called to pick up their 
children because of a bomb threat. Teachers and administrators feel the terror, too, he 
added. 
     Sheriff Watson spoke about the pain felt from seeing children cry as a result of this 
terrorist threat. 
     This sheriff promised individuals who perpetrate this type of crime that the resources 
will be spent to find them, arrest them and prosecute them for those crimes. 
     The sheriff said some of these people who threaten to kill others are young. 
     Some of the people committing murder at schools before are from the same age 
group, Sheriff Watson said. 
     “We want young people to thrive,” Sheriff Watson said. “We want them to be 
successful. We want to help them do the things they need to do, to get where they wish 
to be.” 
     The sheriff of Alachua County added that young people who victimize the respective 
communities of Alachua County and Gilchrist County will not be allowed to perpetrate 
terroristic threats that cause people to live in fear. 
     To the people who say law enforcement is “ruining their lives” by arresting young, 
suspected felons, Sheriff Watson said they made the choice to ruin their own lives. 
     “We want them to make better choices,” Sheriff Watson said. 
 

Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. James A. Surrency 
     Dr. Surrency said he is honored to have the opportunity, on behalf of the Gilchrist 
County School System, to thank the people who solved this set of crimes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeOGLYkxY1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeOGLYkxY1Y
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     The school 
superintendent 
thanked the 
teachers and 
staff for their 
support in 
helping to 
provide for 
safety in 
schools. 
Surrency said, 
too, that he is 
extremely 
grateful for the 
support of the 
community. 
     Student and 
staff safety, 
Surrency said, 
is the top priority for the school district. He also said he is thankful for the Gilchrist 
County School Board helping schools have protocol for dealing with this type of issue. 
 

Questions answered 
     Gilchrist County Undersheriff and Chief Deputy Robert Willis answered questions 
regarding the laws the suspect is believed to have violated. Undersheriff Willis has an 
extensive background in law, having served for many years as an assistant state attorney 
in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, back when State Attorney William Cervone was in office. 
     When asked for the maximum prison sentence for the 18-year-old Marangoni if he 
were convicted of the five felonies and two misdemeanors, Willis replied, the young man 
is looking at between three and 22 years in prison for the crimes he is facing. 
     “He has an exposure right now of 22 years in the (Florida) Department of 
Corrections,” Willison said, “with a minimum guideline scoresheet of about 36 months.” 
     On another question, Sheriff Schultz said the media is a part of the community that is 
helpful in cases like these to encourage members of the community to share information 
if they have it. Sheriff Schultz, in answering another question, that he recognizes the 
media is a vital part of the community to get the good news out as well, such as the 
successful arrest of a young man who allegedly threatened to kill people. 


