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Retirement 
party honors 
Dennis Strow 
Legendary 
sheriff and 
marshal 
visits 

 
Williston Police Chief 
Dennis Strow (left) 
speaks with Levy 
County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum at Chief 
Strow’s retirement party on Friday afternoon (April 22). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 23, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – A lunchtime retirement party on Friday (April 22) for Williston Police Chief 
Dennis Strow provided an opportunity for family, friends, colleagues, compatriots and others to 
honor the 67-year-old man who has been a law enforcement officer for 50-plus years.  

Williston Police Chief 
Dennis Strow rests his 
hand on the shoulder of 
the legendary retired 
United States Marshal 
for the Middle District of 
Florida Don Moreland. 
Before becoming the 
marshal, Moreland was 
the high sheriff of 
Marion County from 
1973 to 1992, and he 
earned the title of being 
the man to serve in that 
office for the longest 
time in the history of 
Marion County. Strow 

served under Moreland and other sheriffs after first being hired by former Marion 
County Sheriff Doug Willis, who was the sheriff in Marion County from 1961 to 1973. 
 



HardisonInk.com 
John Pauls (left), who 
retired some years ago, 
ran the Marion County 
Jail while Don 
Moreland was sheriff. 
He is seen here with his 
friends for decades 
Chief Dennis Strow and 
retired United States 
Marshal for the Middle 
District of Florida Don 
Moreland (seated). 
Pauls has a lengthy 
career in law 
enforcement, too. He 
spoke about young 
Dennis Strow going on a 
ride-along when he was 
12 years old. Pauls said 
that is when he knew 
Strow wanted to be a 
law enforcement 
officer. 
 
 
 

WFR Fire Chief 
Lamar Stegall (left) 
welcomes people to 
the retirement party 
of his friend WPD 
Chief Dennis Strow. 
The Rev. 
Charlz Caulwell 
(next to Chief 
Stegall) said the 
blessing for the food 
at the party. Also 
seen here are 
incoming WPD 
Police Chief Mike 
Rolls (next to his 

friend, WPD Chaplain Caulwell) and in the background are Angela Miller ‘Angie’ 
Brooks, and her husband Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks. (Not seen in the 
background behind Chief Rolls is Bowen Brooks, one of the children of Matt and Angie 
Brooks.) 
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Williston Police 
Chief Dennis 
Strow (left) and 
Williston Police 
Chief Mike Rolls 
agree to a photo op 
together as one 
chief passes the 
leadership duties 
over to another 
chief. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Here they are – Chief 
Dennis Strow and his 
wife Susie Strow 
enjoying the chief’s 
retirement party, 
before beginning the 
next chapters in their 
lives as a happy 
couple. 
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Chief Dennis Strow stands with Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) as the state 
representative holds the framed letter signed by him to honor the chief’s service to the 
law enforcement community of Florida for five decades. Harding is now an Ocala 
resident, and he is running the Florida House of Representatives in a district that no 
longer includes Levy County. 
 
     Chief Strow retired from the Williston Police Department at 5 p.m. that Friday (April 22) after 
serving the residents and visitors of the easternmost city in Levy County for 10 and a half years. 
     When asked what he plans to do now that he is retired, Strow said “Whatever I want to do.” 
     Always quick with a joke, the chief added that his actual mission every day is “Don’t make Susie 
mad,” and that is a plan continuing through retirement. 
     His wife Susie Strow will be enjoying more time with her husband now that he has retired from law 
enforcement. They will be going on trips. As for other retirement activities, Chief Strow said he plans 
to take his car to more car shows. That car is a rebuilt vehicle like the first one he bought to be a law 
enforcement officer. 
     Strow started his career as a 16-year-old who went to high school in the morning and worked on 
the radio as a dispatcher for the Marion County Sheriff’s Office in 1971, when Sheriff Doug Willis 
(1961-1973) hired him. Back then, police officers bought their own cruisers, guns and ammunition. 
     Since Strow was not old enough to buy bullets, his mother Cora Strow, who passed away in 2000, 
would buy his ammunition for him. 
     Strow worked for Marion County Sheriff Willis, and then Strow served under Marion County 
Sheriff Don Moreland (1973-1992) for 20 years. Moreland. Moreland has the distinction of being the 
sheriff of Marion County who was reelected for the most years. 
     Moreland, who came to the retirement party on Friday, became the United States Marshal for the 
Middle District of Florida. 
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     Strow then served under Sheriff Ken Ergle (1993-1998) and then Sheriff Steve Binegar (1998). In 
November 1998, Gov. Lawton Chiles announced the appointment of local attorney, Ed Dean as 
Sheriff, and that is who Strow served under until he went to the WPD as the police chief. 
     After almost a 40-year career as a law enforcement officer in Marion County, in August of 2011, he 
became chief of police in Williston. 
     On Friday afternoon at his retirement party, Strow said he became chief in Williston after speaking 
with the late Williston Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald Hethcoat, who introduced him to then City 
Councilman Jerry Robinson. 
     Robinson later became mayor. Former Mayor Robinson, his wife City Council Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson, Williston Mayor Charles Goodman, and City Council President Debra Jones 
was at the party Friday afternoon as well. 
     Billie Hethcoat, the late Mayor Emeritus Hethcoat’s widow, was at the retirement party, too. 
     Among the long list of other members of the who’s who list that were at the party included, as 
noted, (Ret.) U.S. Marshal Middle District of Florida Moreland, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, 
Levy County Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp, LCSO Col. Mike Sheffield, Florida Highway Patrol Maj. 
William Tierney, State Sen. Dennis Baxley (R-Lady Lake, Dist. 12), State Rep. Joe Harding (R-
Williston, Dist. 22), High Springs Police Chief J. Antoine Sheppard, incoming WPD Police Chief 
Moshoji J. “Mike” Rolls and many others. 
     Brooke Ellzey Willis is the person who led the extremely successful effort for the Williston Fire 
Rescue Department to host the party and luncheon, which was complete with many of Chief Strow’s 
favorite foods – fried chicken, barbecue pulled pork, macaroni and cheese, coleslaw, bake beans, fresh 
rolls, cupcakes, cake, and iced tea. 
     There is a spilled cheese story and a tiny coleslaw story, too, but all obstacles were overcome by the 
team of people working under the direction of a great party planner and producer – Brooke Willis. 
     Willis, who is the executive administrative assistant for both the WPD and WFR, brought it all 
together with food, tablecloths, and many decorations as the event provided everything for 100 people 
to enjoy a wonderful retirement party. 
     Chief Strow was very pleased to see the many people who came to the party, including the only 
journalist who has covered his Williston sojourn since day one. 
     Retired United States Marshal for the Middle District of Florida Moreland was present. Strow 
spoke about Moreland who he said is a legendary law enforcement officer. 
     Under Moreland’s guidance, which include Moreland being the high sheriff of Marion County, the 
longest in that county’s history, there have been three men who served and later became sheriff. There 
was one Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney. There were two judges, five chiefs of police for 
municipal agencies and three chief deputies serving under high sheriffs in two counties. 
     In 1988, Marion County Sheriff Moreland faced two Republican challengers -- Ken Ergle and Bill 
Cauchie. Ken Ergle beat Cauchie in the primary and eventually defeated Moreland in the general 
election.  
     After leaving office, Sheriff Moreland would be appointed United States. Marshal for the Central 
District of Florida by President Bill Clinton. Marshal Moreland served in that capacity for almost nine 
years. 
     As for retiring Chief Strow, Levy County Sheriff McCallum on Friday said he was pleased to have 
worked with the Chief Strow, whom McCallum called “The Legend.” 
     Strow said he is happy to have collaborated with Sheriff McCallum, too, because “You either work 
together or you perish together.” 
     The outgoing police chief said that the unity of the thin blue line must continue because any law 
enforcement agency on its own is too small to get the work done that must be done. 
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     The advice that Chief Strow gives to any young person entering any trade or profession, not just law 
enforcement, can be captured in a few absolutes. 
     “Do the best you can, always,” Chief Strow said. “Always tell the truth. And always do the right 
thing – even when nobody’s watching.” 
     Williston Fire Chief Stegall is on the threshold of retirement – but not from being the fire chief. 
     The 59-year-old Stegall is retiring from Duke Energy Florida after 23 years of service there. He is 
the emergency response coordinator at the Crystal River power-generating facility of Duke, where 
those generators are fueled by natural gas and coal. 
     His last working day at Duke Energy Florida, which has also been known as Progress Energy 
Florida and Florida Power Corp. in years past, is May 4. 
     When he retires from Duke, Chief Stegall will be working full-time as the fire chief of Williston Fire 
Rescue. 
     His career at Duke 
started in 1998. Before 
that, Stegall was at 
Ocala Fire Rescue for 
six years and before 
Ocala, he was at 
Dunnellon Fire Rescue 
for three years. 
     Williston Fire Chief 
Stegall said the WFR 
team of firefighters, 
EMTs and paramedics 
is the best in the area. 
     Like Strow, Stegall is a jokester on occasion. When it was mentioned that the WFR is hosting the 
party, Chief Stegall said the best thing about hosting the party is that the WFR team gets to each a 
great lunch. 
     As for a concise review of the final big event in Chief Strow’s very lengthy professional career in law 
enforcement – the retirement party – a good time was had by all. 
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Above are some of the decorations and baked items provided by Brooke Willis. There 
are cruisers, handcuffs, radios and badges on the cupcakes and the cake says officially 
retired. 

 


