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City looks at cornerstones for possible amendments 
Williston Charter Review Committee may form in near 

future 

 
Williston Mayor Charles Goodman and City Council President Debra Jones are among 

the elected leaders at the meeting Tuesday evening (April 19). One audience member 

Tuesday night (April 19) asked if a Williston City Charter amendment could let the mayor 

have a vote with the City Council. He was told ‘Yes.’ Whatever amendments are proposed 

to City Council and put on a ballot, however, must be approved by a majority of the 

people who vote in favor of those amendments. The Town of Bronson has failed to amend 

its antiquated charter due to people voting ‘No’ for amendments last proposed years ago 

for that document, which like the charter in Williston, forms the basis of government 

rule in that municipality. 
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     WILLISTON – Creating a charter review committee is the first step for the City of Williston as its 

leaders consider amendments to that founding document, which governs how the city government 

operates.     If amendments are proposed by the City Council, after accepting recommendations from 

the committee, then the voters will decide to accept or reject those possible changes to the city’s 

cornerstones of how laws are applied by people in public service. 

     The Tuesday night (April 19) regular twice-monthly meeting of the Williston City Council provided 

Mayor Charles Goodman, City Council President Debra Jones, City Council Vice President Marguerite 

Robinson and the three other City Council members – Elihu Ross, Zach Bullock and Michael Cox 

another opportunity to continue the discussion about this matter. 

     For Councilman Bullock, however, it was his first chance to learn about the possible revision to the 

15-page Williston City Charter that was last revised in 2005, because Bullock was just elected to office. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Goodman had been on City Council when a charter review was discussed, and City 

Council President Jones was just reelected to office. 
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     The first step in the process for revising how city government is run will be for the mayor and each of 

the five City Council members to select a Williston resident to sit on the Williston Charter Review 

Committee. Then the City Council as a whole will pick another Charter Review Committee member to 

create this seven-member committee of volunteers. 

     The Williston Charter Review Committee will select its chair. The committee will decide how often 

and where to meet. The committee is under the same Florida Open Government (Sunshine) Laws as 

any other elected or appointed government board. So, two of more of those committee members cannot 

communicate with one another about matters upon which they may vote. 

     While this concept is not difficult to understand, as Florida allegedly seeks to keep its governmental 

actions “in the sunshine,” some number of government officials consistently complain because they 

think being open for view is too cumbersome – in contrast with rule by people working in the shadows. 

     President Jones advised the mayor and the City Council to select persons who share similar ideals as 

they have in regard to the city as they make their choices on whom to appoint to the Williston Charter 

Review Committee. 

     A resolution was on the agenda for the appointment of committee members on Tuesday, however the 

City Council chose to table that action until each of the City Council members and the new mayor can 

communicate with people they know – as they seek to find individuals who are qualified, and who 

would accept this duty. While the mayor does not vote with the Williston City Council, for this duty he 

will be making a choice on whom to appoint to the Williston Charter Review Committee. 

     As for the seventh member selected by City Council to that committee, that person is reportedly to be 

an individual who reflects a cross-section of the populace of Williston.  

     The discussion became a bit bogged down about the Charter Review Committee as members of the 

audience asked things like if this committee is governed by the Sunshine Law, and if this committee 

could amend the City Charter to allow the mayor to vote on matters the City Council votes upon. 

     The mayor and City Council members, too, wanted to chat about the committee at the meeting rather 

than to have a workshop on the process. Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright and City Attorney Kierston 

Ballou, a member of the Folds & Walker law firm of Gainesville, helped move the discussion along by 

providing more insight into the process for revising the manner in which Williston’s local legislators 

will decide the methods for creation and adoption of local laws, how to form and apply an annual 

budget and the like. 

     The city is continuing to plug along with its current charter, however there are points the City 

Council previously has seen may need revising -- amending. 

     The Charter Review Committee will recommend amendments to the City Council for it to vote upon 

as ballot items for the voters to choose to accept or reject. A majority of city voters at some date in the 

future will either accept or reject the proposed amendments to the document that is the foundation for 

government in that city. 

     The Town of Bronson has failed to revise its outdated charter, with the voters in that town voting to 

reject amendments some years ago. Meanwhile, the Bronson Town Council created a method to have a 

town manager who is helping that municipality show a bit more progress than in decades gone by, 

despite that municipality lacking a document that shows a town manager directing operations. 

     Still, the Bronson charter shows it has a police force and other aspects that are not reality. 

     Meanwhile, the City of Williston is seeing growth in business and residential sections of that 

easternmost municipality of Levy County progresses in the present and moves forward to the future. 

     Williston Town Council members and the mayor are searching for people now to appoint to the 

Williston Charter Review Committee. The next Williston City Council meeting may show those 

appointments coming to fruition, or action on that agenda item may be tabled again. 


