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Woman seeks to reduce summertime 
juvenile crime wave in Williston 

 
Gussie Boatright asks the County Commission for places to look for summer 
activities for youths. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Gussie Boatright of Williston spoke to the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners Tuesday morning (April 19) and to the Williston City Council that night as she 
intimated about her plan to conduct a Town Hall meeting in Williston at some point in May. 
     The purpose of that gathering, she said, will be to provide Williston area parents with options from 
which they may select some activities to help their children have something to do during the summer, 
other than to get into trouble. 
     The proverbs “idle hands are the devil's workshop,” “idle hands are the devil's tools” and “idle 
hands are the devil's playground,” mean that someone who is unoccupied and bored will find 
mischief; someone who has nothing to do will partake in something that will get him or her into 
trouble. 
     Boatright did not make specific reference to Proverbs 16:27-29 (King James Version), which notes: 
     “An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire. 
     “A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends. 
     “A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good.” 
     And there is another more modern translation of Proverbs 16:27-29 (1971-The Living Bible), which 
notes: 
     “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his mouthpiece. 
     “An evil man sows strife; gossip separates the best of friends. 
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     “Wickedness loves company—and leads others into sin.” 
     An increase in crimes committed by young people is a bother in Florida, somewhat like hurricane 
season. It happens in small towns and big cities. 
     Some children go to camp for summer. Some children find summer employment. 
     Williston youths are influenced, too, by their cohorts and their more metropolitan neighbors 
coming from Ocala and Gainesville. Young people sometimes fall to temptation to commit vandalism, 
theft, drug abuse and more violent crimes when the summertime break from school gives them more 
free time. 
     At the County Commission, Chairman Rock Meeks allocated three minutes for Boatright’s 
presentation about affordable housing (which is in a different story) and her plea for resources to tap 
for summertime activities for the youth. He does not give three minutes for each topic. 
     While there is a time at the beginning and end of each County Commission meeting, Chairman 
Meeks said two weeks ago that a person can use one or the other for their three minutes, but not have 
three minutes at the start and three at the end of that government meeting. 
     At the City Council, Boatright was given five minutes to speak about both matters – the actual 
scheduled affordable housing workshop and her plea for summer activities for Williston youngsters. 
     In Bronson, there was no hard and cold visible clock seen as running during speakers’ presentation 
to that four-member group, although a couple of weeks before Chairman Meeks seemed a bit more 
aware as the seconds ticked by while people addressed the County Commission than he did on April 
19. 
     Meanwhile on the evening of April 19 in Williston, City Council President Debra Jones instructed 
speakers about the guidelines for addressing that august body. And City Clerk Latricia Wright started 
a countdown clock at the five-minute mark. 
     Among the quick guidance Boatright found from the group based in Bronson was to contact the 
Levy County Prevention Coalition, which is located in Williston, to see about its summer program. 
The Levy County Library System has a four-week program as noted on the Calendar Page 
of HardisonInk.com. 
     Matt Weldon is the director of Levy County Parks and Recreation. Boatright was told his office is in 
the building next to the Road Department, caddy-corner and across the street (U.S. Alt. 27) from 
UF/IFAS Levy County Extension in Bronson. 
     Sue Colson, vice mayor of the city of Cedar Key is another contract Boatright was directed to tap. 
Colson is said to have a relatively ambitious summer program for youths on Cedar Key. 
     The University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Levy County Extension Office 
traditionally has day camps. However, since the retirement of former Extension Director Albert Fuller 
Sr., that summer camp program has been significantly scaled backwards in how many campers it 
accepts. 
     The Florida Sheriff’s Association has Camp Caruth, however that fills up quickly with registrations 
before summer starts. 
     Some churches may have Vacation Bible School programs, however that generally is known by 
congregation members more than the general public. 
     Perhaps by the May meeting in Williston, Boatright will have a wealth of consolidated information 
for Williston parents. 
     The Tri-County Community Resource Center, located in Chiefland, serves the people of Levy 
County, Gilchrist County and Dixie County, and it is a resource for finding some programs for needy 
people. The Partnership for Strong Families is the TCCRC’s key agency for consolidating resources in 
one place to help the most people most efficiently. 


