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Levy County endorses tourism 
Zach Bullock appointed to TDC 

 
Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha 
Whitehurst speaks to the four members of the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners. Gov. Ron DeSantis has still failed to fill the vacancy after 
the death of former County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 1950-Aug. 
4, 2021), who died from COVID-19 about seven months ago. Former Levy 
County Property Appraiser Oz Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) also 
went to Heaven and Gov. DeSantis has failed to appoint a replacement for 
him too. Meanwhile, candidates are showing their intention to seek election 
for the remainder of those two elected officials’ terms of office. That 
election may be decided in the primary election in August, unless some 
Democrat or Democrats qualify to run in either or both of those races, or 
the election may be called if the governor performs his duty and makes 
those appointments. 
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     BRONSON – A couple of actions by the four-member Levy County Commission on 
Tuesday morning (April 19) showed the county is dedicated to its tourism industry. 
     Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst 
found 4-0 votes of approval on two items she brought before Levy County Commission 
Chairman Rock Meeks and commissioners John Meeks, Matt Brooks and Lilly Rooks. 
     Whitehurst requested and received approval by the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners to proclaim May 1 through May 7 as Travel and Tourism Week in Levy 
County.  
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     Before approving the request, Whitehurst read it into the record, and the facts she 
stated as part of the resolution included the following: 
     ● Tourism brings more than 122.4 million visitors annually to Florida; and 
     ● Tourism adds $96.5 billion to Florida’s economy in annual sales tax revenues and 
in excess of 1.6 million persons are employed in tourism-connected jobs; and 
     ● Levy County recognizes the importance of tourism to the Levy County economy and 
quality of life; and 
     ● Local governments, tourist development councils and the North Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council support tourism opportunities in North Central Florida; and 
     ● local governments, businesses, chambers of commerce, visitors’ bureaus, tourist 
development councils, the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council and Levy 
County are working together to support this vital part of north central Florida’s 
economy; and 
     ● All of these interests play a role in tourism, to ensure that Levy County and Florida 
continue to be places where traditions will be created and continued for years to come. 

 
Williston City 
Councilman Zach 
Bullock watches the 
meeting Tuesday in 
Bronson. Later that 
evening, he took 
action as a member 
of the Williston City 
Council. 
 
     In another matter, 
Whitehurst requested 
and was granted the 
appointment of Zach 
Bullock to the Levy 
County Tourist 

Development Council (TDC) by the Levy County Commission. 
     Whitehurst mentioned that the TDC is comprised of certain members from different 
area. From government, there is one County Commission – Matt Brooks; and one each 
from the two most populated municipalities – City Commissioner Lance Hayes from 
Chiefland; and now, William Zachary “Zach” from Williston.  
     The Williston City Council unanimously chose on April 5 to appoint Bullock to the 
position. He replaces former Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson on the TDC. 
     Commissioner Brooks said he enjoyed working with Robinson on the TDC and he 
looks forward to collaborating with Bullock on that Council. Brooks mentioned that 
Bullock is a coach of the Williston Red Devils Baseball Team. 

 


