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Model plane pilot is among the stars at the Expo 

Car show & swamp buggy add to the fun 

 
Brandon Stephens holds his controller as he grants a request for a photo opportunity. 

The young man showed respect and humility before launching his plane, where he 

demonstrated an extraordinary skill level with this form of flying. 
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     CROSS CITY – Brandon Stephens, 22, of Starke (Bradford County) came to the Seventh Annual Dixie 

County Chamber of Commerce Expo and Fly-in to fly on Saturday (April 1). 

     And fly he did. 

     This pilot of a radio-controlled plane provided entertainment for thousands of onlookers who came to the 

event. Sure, the rain showed up just before noon; but that morning, when most of the pilots of the big planes 

begged off from those runways, Stephens, his father Bryan Stephens, and others showed up to enjoy their 

hobby. 

     This blue and silver 2020 Model of the Xtreme Flight Xtra NG with Servo Options and other add-ons runs 

about $5,000.  

     It has a 104-inch (8.7 feet) wingspan. The 32-ounce fuel tank lets the pilot operate it in the air for seven to 

eight minutes. 

     On Saturday, the first radio-controlled vehicle in the air at the Seventh Annual Dixie County Chamber of 

Commerce Expo and Fly-in was this very aircraft. Brandon Stephens has mastered his flying skills to the level 

that other pilots of radio-controlled planes said they wish they were that talented. 

     Another aspect of the Seventh Annual Dixie County Chamber of Commerce Expo and Fly-in was the “Cruise-

In” factor. It was on the far end of the roadway of vendors again this year. 
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      The Earthbound vehicles gave people plenty to see again this year. And the owners were glad to visit with 

spectators.’ 

     Yes, the forecast of thunderstorms may have kept some vehicle owners away. Even if the rain won’t melt the 

metal as if it were sugar, some classic car owners prefer not to drive or show in the rain. 

 

This video of clips from the first flight 

of the day shows some of excellent 

flying skill of Brandon Stephens. 

Click on the PHOTO to watch the 

video. The plane was challenging to 

keep in frame as it zoomed through 

the air making spectacular moves. 

The dots on the lens are from 

switching quickly from short to long 

lenses without cleaning them from 

the particles of the moment. 

 

 

 

 
Brandon Stephens checks the propeller of the Xtreme Flight Xtra NG before sending it aloft. 

Assisting with preflight action are his father Bryan Stephens (standing at left, holding the 

horizontal stabilizer, or rear wing) of the plane by standing in front of the those wings at the 

rear of the plane, Kenneth Bell (standing and giving a thumbs up sign) and Denny George, an 

active Dixie County Chamber of Commerce member who is also the general manager of Central 

Florida Electric Cooperative. Everyone watching the show put on over that taxiway of Cross City 

Airport, whether they were near to it or along the road where most of the vendors had tents, 

enjoyed seeing the aerial acrobatics. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bInX6GWdKss
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This radio-controlled model plane includes a pilot figure in the cockpit, complete 

with a helmet that has a shaded visor. 

 

 
Seen here making an approach, this model airplane looks like a full-sized airplane 

on first glance. 
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Kenneth Bell rides in a 

golf cart with his grandson 

16-month-old Ashton Bell. 

Kenneth Bell participates 

in flying remote control 

planes, swamp buggies 

and other fun hobbies with 

his family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Roake of 

Old Town is 

seen behind 

the wheel of 

his 2009 

Swamp 

Buggy. This 

was the 

biggest 

vehicle at that 

end of the 

road where 

the cars and 

other vehicles 

were on 

display. 
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This side view of the 

Swamp Buggy helps 

capture the size of that 

vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the lengthy line of 

vehicles that owners 

brought to show at the 

Expo Fly-In Cruise-In are 

seen here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 1934 Ford owned by 

John Masselli of Chiefland 

stands among the many 

great vehicles brought to 

the Cross City Airport on 

Saturday (April 2). 


