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City leaders take office 

 
Retired Levy County Judge Joseph E. Smith shakes hands with Williston 
City Councilman Elihu Ross at the special meeting for the induction of 
recently elected City Council members and the new mayor of Williston. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 13, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – A new mayor, a new city councilman and a returning city 
councilwoman took the oath of office Tuesday evening (April 12) in Williston, the 
easternmost municipality of Levy County. 
 

In this video, 
Williston Mayor 
Charles Goodman and 
City Councilwoman 
Debra Jones and City 
Councilman Zach 
Bullock are 
administered the oath 
of office by the retired 
and honorable Levy 
County Judge Joseph 
E. Smith. CLICK ON 
THE PHOTO TO SEE 
THE VIDEO 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6xYfQJfvj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6xYfQJfvj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6xYfQJfvj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6xYfQJfvj0
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(from left) Retired and honorable Levy County Judge Joseph E. Smith 
administers the oath of office to City Councilwoman Debra Jones, Williston 
Mayor Charles Goodman and City Councilman Zach Bullock on April 12. 

 
City Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds (left) shakes hands with City Council 
President Debra Jones as the president thanks the outgoing member of 
Williston City Council and thanks her for her service. 
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City Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds (left) accepts a gift basket, which 
included a plaque, from City Council President Debra Jones as the 
president thanks the outgoing member of Williston City Council and thanks 
her for her service. 
 

 
City Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds (left) holds a plaque presented by City 
Council President Debra Jones on behalf of the people of Williston and the 
city employees. 
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Outgoing Mayor Jerry Robinson holds a plaque presented to him as part of 
a parting gift basked from Council President Debra Jones on behalf of the 
people of Williston for his years of service. 
 

 
Outgoing Mayor Jerry Robinson shakes hands with soon-to-be-retired 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow, after the mayor just finished shaking 
hands with Fire Chief Lamar Stegall. The two chiefs presented the mayor 
with the plaque for his four years of service. 
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(from left) Police Chief Dennis Strow, Mayor Jerry Robinson and Fire Chief 
Dennis Stegall pose for a photo opportunity immediately after the mayor 
accepted a plaque from the two chiefs on April 12. 
 
     The retired honorable Levy County Judge Joseph E. Smith administered the oath of 
office to Mayor Charles Goodman, City Councilwoman Debra Jones and City 
Councilman William Zachary “Zach” Bullock. 
     Before Judge Smith performed the duty, City Council President Jones, who like City 
Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson was elected to serve in that role again, 
called the two outgoing elected city officials to be recognized. 
     Jones first presented outgoing City Councilwoman Darfeness “Dot” Hinds with a 
plaque and card. 
     Jones thanked City Councilwoman Hinds, on behalf of the people of Williston and the 
city employees, for the hard work she performed while on the Williston City Council.  
     Jones then thanked Mayor Jerry Robinson for all the things he has done to help the 
city, as she presented him with a plaque and card, too. 
     Then Police Chief Dennis Strow and Fire Chief Lamar Stegall went to the front of the 
room to present Mayor Robinson with a plaque and to thank him as well for the past 
four years of the mayor’s service. 
     Judge Smith said he was happy to be able to perform this duty due to the absence of 
Levy County Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning, as the retired judge thanked Williston City 
Clerk Latricia Wright for inviting him to administer the oath of office to the three people 
who were most recently elected to serve the residents and visitors of Williston. 
     “As citizens of Williston,” Judge Smith said as he addressed the audience, “we have a 
lot to be proud of. I appreciate each of you coming and the support you give.” 
     Smith thanked outgoing Mayor Robinson and outgoing City Councilwoman Hinds for 
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their service.  
      Judge Smith administered the oath of office to the City Council members and to the 
new mayor, taking time to differentiate between them despite doing all three elected 
officials at the same time. Given the countless times he has performed this honorable 
duty, his honor was bound to be very adept at juggling a dual-duty of oath 
administration. 
     The judge congratulated each person and shook hands with them at the conclusion of 
that part of the evening or ceremonies and actions. 
     

Election Of Leadership 
     There was an election for the president and vice president of City Council. 
     The choices for Jones as president and Robinson as vice president went without 
objection, except for Dan Jones, who from the audience jokingly said “Aye” when Mayor 
Goodman asked if there was any objection. 
     Mayor Goodman jokingly asked a police officer to remove the disrupter from the 
meeting room. And then there was a 5-0 vote to approve those two leaders being 
reelected to their added roles on the City Council. 
     As noted, families were in the audience. 
    As noted, City Council President Jones’ husband Dan was present in the audience. 
Daughter Clara Fortney was present to watch her mom President Jones be selected by 
watching on the Internet via YouTube. Williston IT Consultant Aaron Mills made 
viewing of the meeting possible on the Internet. 
     Mayor Goodman’s wife Sue Ellen and daughter Rebecca were at the ceremony in the 
audience. 
      City Councilman Bullocks’ wife Brittany, and daughters Saige and Clover, and cousin 
Clay Bullock were in the audience, as was a family friend from Tennessee. 
     There were many friends and acquaintances of the various candidates as well, 
including Tri-County Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Chapter 63 Commander Larry 
Foland and Junior Vice Commander Ken Bamberger. Mayor Goodman is a member of 
the local DAV, and he is a United States Army veteran of the Vietnam War. 
     Commander Foland said Goodman has done a lot to help this DAV chapter. 

 

OTHER 
ACTION 
 
Airport 
Manager Ben 
Stegall (dark 
shirt) prepares 
to speak as 
Code 
Enforcement 
Officer Wayne 
Carson helps 
adjust the 
microphone. 
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     There was singular other action required that night, and this gave Councilman 
Bullock an opportunity to vote on something beyond the selection of the City Council 
president and vice president. 
     Williston Municipal Airport Manager Benton “Ben” Stegall found unanimous 
approval of the adoption of a resolution. 
     The resolution approves City Council entering into a contract with V.E. Whitehurst & 
Sons Inc. for Williston Municipal Airport turf apron work. 
     Airport Manager Stegall assured City Council that unless the Federal Aviation 
Administration approved documents needed to fund this improvement, he would not 
move forward with it. This therefore shows zero cost to the city. 
     The next regular meeting of the Williston City Council is scheduled for April 19, 
starting at 6 p.m. in the City Council Meeting Room of Williston City Hall, 50 N.W. 
Main St., in Williston. 


