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Levy County politicians litter medians with snipe signs 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Despite Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones telling, in writing, 
every single candidate for office to NOT put yard signs or other political signs in public rights-of-way 
or road medians, Levy County looks like a sign salesperson has struck. 
     There are even little billboards erected on property that is owned by the people of Levy County or 
the people of Florida. 
     Some people call yard signs “snipe signs” because they are put out by people like snipers. Likewise, 
sign snipers sometimes remove them. 
     Florida law is exactly specific about how what is happening in Levy County – including the little 
billboards put on public property – is showing Levy County to be relatively lawless in some regards. 
     Section 106.1435, Florida Statutes is titled “Usage and removal of Political campaign 
advertisements.” 
     That state law shows “Signs placed on the State, County or City rights of way – Political campaign 
signs may not be placed on any state, county or city rights of way.” 
     The law goes on to note that signs placed on private property are regulated as well. 
     “Temporary political campaign signs may be placed on private property with the permission of the 
owner, and such signs do not require a permit under state law,” according to Florida law. 
     The law even notes that politicians should take some action to halt the violation of law by certain 
other people. 
     “Please advise your campaign workers to ensure that signs are placed on private property. Signs 
placed on the state, county or city rights of way may be picked up by the appropriate staff and placed 
in one of the department’s maintenance yards,” the statute shows. 
     Each candidate, whether for a federal, state, county, or district office, shall make a good faith effort 
to remove all of his or her political campaign advertisements within 30 days after either the 
withdrawal of his or her candidacy; or having been eliminated as a candidate; or being elected to 
office. 
     However, a candidate is not expected to remove those political campaign advertisements that are in 
the form of signs used by an outdoor advertising business as provided in chapter 479.  
     The provisions herein do not apply to political campaign advertisements placed on motor vehicles, 
such as bumper stickers, or to campaign messages designed to be worn by persons. 
     If political campaign advertisements are not removed within the specified period, the political 
subdivision or governmental entity has the authority to remove such advertisements and may charge 
the candidate the actual cost of such removal. Funds collected for removing such advertisements shall 
be deposited to the general revenue of the political subdivision. 
     Pursuant to chapter 479, no political campaign advertisements shall be erected, posted, painted, 
tacked, nailed, or otherwise displayed, placed or located on or above any state or county road right-of-
way.  
     The officer before whom a candidate qualifies for office shall notify the candidate, in writing, of the 
provisions in this section. Supervisor of Elections Jones said she told every candidate in writing. 
     This provision does not preclude municipalities from imposing additional or more stringent 
requirements on the usage and removal of political campaign advertisements. 
     Some candidates place blame on others for putting signs in the rights of way. 
     Another taxpayer cost from snipe signs in the rights of way is from the metal that is left behind and 
the damage it causes to mowers.  
  


