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FHP pickup truck involved in crash 
Four-vehicle crash involves residents of Gainesville, 

Chiefland, Cross City, Archer and Lake City 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 10, 2022 at 6:12 a.m. 

     GILCHRIST COUNTY – A four-vehicle crash on Saturday evening (April 9) in Gilchrist County involved 

people from Levy County, Dixie County, Alachua County and Columbia County, according to information in a 

press release from the Florida Highway Patrol.     Of the eight people involved, two suffered serious injuries, 

one suffered minor injuries and the five other individuals were not injured, according to information from 

crash investigator FHP Sgt. Derek MacLaren. 

     On April 9 at 6:35 p.m., the FHP sergeant said, a marked FHP pickup truck driven by a 30-year-old man 

from Lake City was eastbound on State Road 26 (SR 26) and stopped in traffic at Southeast Sixth Street. 

     This intersection is in Trenton, and SR 26 is also known as Wade Avenue. 

     That FHP-marked pickup truck had only the driver as an occupant, the FHP said. 

     A sport utility vehicle driven by a 52-year-old man from Archer with a 53-year-old Archer woman as a 

passenger also was eastbound on SR 26, and it had stopped behind the FHP vehicle, the FHP said. 

      A sedan with a 25-year-old Chiefland man driving, and a 25-year-old woman from Cross City, and a 1-year-

old boy from Cross City as passengers, was eastbound on SR 26, and it had stopped 

behind SUV that was stopped behind the pickup truck, the FHP said. 

     A sport utility vehicle driven by a 25-year-old Gainesville man with a 2-year-old boy and a 6-year-old boy, 

also from Gainesville, as passengers also was eastbound on SR 26, the FHP said. 

     That 25-year-old Gainesville man driving an SUV failed to observe the stopped vehicles ahead of him and 

the front of that SUV hit the rear of the sedan within the eastbound lane, the FHP said. 

     The force from the collision caused the front of the sedan to strike the rear of a SUV from Archer, which in 

turn caused the front of that SUV to strike the rear the pickup truck driven by the Lake City man who was 

driving the FHP-marked vehicle, the FHP said. 

     All vehicles came to final rest blocking the eastbound lane of SR 26 facing east, the FHP said. 

     Seven of the eight people involved were wearing seatbelts, the FHP said. The Chiefland man driving the 

sedan was not wearing a seatbelt, the FHP said. 

     The only reported injuries were in that sedan, the FHP said. 

     The Chiefland man driving the car suffered minor injuries, and the woman and child from 

Chiefland who were passengers both suffered serious injuries, the FHP said. 

     As of May of 2020, the Florida Highway Patrol stopped providing names of people and some other 

information from crashes as part of its press releases. 

     Prior to May of 2020, the FHP formerly provided that information via those public records in its press 

releases. 

     The FHP and some other law enforcement agencies in Florida are abiding by a version of something known 

as “Marcy’s Law” of California, which is allegedly used to protect victims of crimes. The Florida version of 

“Marcy’s Law” was adopted after Florida voters chose to change the Florida Constitution to exempt more 

public records from view. 

     Although not every vehicle crash involves crime victims, which may have been the legislative intent of the 

Florida version of “Marcy’s Law” approved by voters, the FHP adopted its current blanket exclusion of some 

information as part of its process in sending press releases. 

     Although the FHP adopted this new practice, not every law enforcement agency has done so. 

     For instance, the Chiefland Police Department, the St. Petersburg Police Department and the Ocala Police 

Department all have provided crash information in press releases or traffic crash reports, except when there is 
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an actual victim of a crime, as demonstrated in the reports provided to the press since the onset of the FHP’s 

revision in its press release practices in May of 2020. 

Crash Report Purchasing 

https://services.flhsmv.gov/CrashReportPurchasing/ 

Florida Crash Data 

https://www.flhsmv.gov/traffic-crash-reports/crash-dashboard/ 

Victims’ Rights Information 

https://www.flhsmv.gov/victimsrights/ 
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