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Two candidates for Levy County School Board 

introduce themselves to the voters 

Devin Whitehurst 

(left) shakes 

hands with Larry 

E. Jones as the 

two men stand on 

the stage of The 

Potter’s House in 

Chiefland on 

March 25 during 

an event to help 

people learn 

about candidates. 

Qualifying for this 

race is in June 

and the election is 

in November. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Two of the three candidates seeking to occupy the Levy County School Board, 

District 5 seat, showed up March 25 to speak to the people at the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force’s 

Meet and Greet Pep Rally. 

     Larry E. Jones and Devin Whitehurst, both from Williston, shared insight with the audience that 

Friday evening. 

     Scott Hall, the third man who has announced an intent to run in that race, did not show up for the 

event. 

 

Larry E. Jones 

 

Larry E. Jones prepares to 

speak to the audience. 

 

      Larry E. Jones is a maintenance 

specialist at the University of 

Florida’s Institute of Food and 

Agricultural Sciences. 

      He believes all students, teachers 

and staff deserve schools that are 

safe, clean and well maintained. He 

has more than 20 years in building 

maintenance, grounds and 

construction facility-related services. 
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     He is married to Carolyn Garreau-Jones, a science teacher at Bronson Middle High School. 

     Jones said he is an advocate for lifelong learning. He earned a bachelor’s degree many years after 

leaving high school, he said. 

     Jones sees keeping high ethical and moral standards in the community as being the job of all people 

– parents, grandparents, friends, teachers, preachers and everyone else. 

     Students in Levy County, he said, are more connected globally now than their predecessors. 

Therefore, he believes it is important to help them keep their country-oriented culture, including 

practicing good manners and etiquette, which are reflected by young people answering with “Yes sir” or 

“No sir,” Jones said. 

 

Devin Whitehurst 

 

Devin Whitehurst speaks to 

the audience. 

 

     Devin Whitehurst opened his 

presentation by thanking the 

Chiefland organization for allowing 

a Williston Red Devil to come there 

to speak. 

     The audience laughed at his 

funny comment, although he was 

sincere in expressing gratitude for 

the invitation. 

     Whitehurst, a fourth generation Levy County resident, mentioned that his wife and two of their three 

children were in the audience. 

     This candidate for Levy County School Board said he is “passionate about kids.” He is the coach of 

his son’s baseball team. He teaches Sunday school at First United Methodist Church of Williston. 

     The candidate mentioned that he has read to elementary students. 

     His wife Annie Whitehurst is the director of the Levy County Schools Foundation, and Devin 

Whitehurst said they spend a lot of time with that. 

      During the question and answer session, one person asked how the candidates felt about a teacher 

being sued. 

     Neither candidate wanted that to happen. 

     This was at the conclusion of the night of candidates speaking. 

     Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force Leader Michael Dockery helped bring the question into more 

focus. 

     “That legislation (allowing for the suing of teachers) is talking about critical race theory,” Dockery 

said. “I would ask that you go home and educate yourself on that.” 

     Although the Florida Legislature banned teaching this in Florida schools, critical race theory, a 

decades-old academic concept and legal framework that examines America's history of racism and how 

it continues to affect the United States, was not being taught in Florida schools. Critics of this ban on 

teaching an academic concept have said such bills could have a chilling effect on education. 

 


