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First four candidates for Levy County Commission, 
Dist. 4 show up to speak to the voters 

 
(from left) Tim Hodge, Laura Mott, Charlene ‘Watson’ Calvillo and Billy Hinote stand 
ready to answer questions from the audience on March 25 at a gathering in Chiefland. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The first four candidates, all of them Republicans, who are seeking to occupy the 
seat currently held by Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks showed up March 25 to speak to the 
people at the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force’s Meet and Greet Pep Rally. 
     All of the candidates spoke as if they were certain Rooks would not seek another term. 
     All of the candidates list Chiefland residential addresses. 
     Charlene “Watson” Calvillo, Billy Hinote, Tim Hodge and Laura Mott each spoke for five minutes 
and then answered questions from the audience about reasons to vote for them. 
 

Charlene “Watson” Calvillo 
 
Charlene Calvillo speaks to 
the crowd. 
 
     Calvillo showed in this first 
appearance that she is not shy 
about taking the bull by the horn. 
     She first addressed Chiefland 
Neighborhood Task Force Leader 
Michael Dockery and thanked him 
for his recent appearance at a Levy 
County Commission meeting 
where he spoke about the traffic 
problems caused by parents 
picking up children at Chiefland 
Elementary School. 
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     Calvillo, who may be better known as Charlene Watson rather than Charlene “Watson” Calvillo, 
said she has reached out to speak with Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart about 
this issue. 
     Calvillo said she knows she is not a county commissioner yet, but she is active as a member of the 
Levy County community. In preparation to know what is currently happening at the County 
Commission, she has been attending those meetings. Rather than just showing up for the job after the 
election, Calvillo said she feels like the candidates should be familiar with what they are being elected 
to do. 
     The previous week, Calvillo said, the Levy Association for Retarded Citizens’ Board of Directors 
sought help from the County Commission because its building is too far gone to repair. Calvillo said 
she looked and found a grant to potentially pay for a whole new building, and he has communicated 
with the LARC executive director to give her that information. 
     Calvillo said she hopes the other candidates in this race take similar actions to help the people of 
the county. 
     “We can go out and stick signs on every single corner of every single street,” she said. 
     That will do nothing more than having placed signs on street corners, she added. 
     “So, if you want to get out there, and you want to be noticed, then get out there and do something 
for the people,” Calvillo said. 
     This lifelong Levy County resident attended school in Bronson from kindergarten through high 
school graduation.  
     During her speech, Calvillo shared with the listeners that she has experience in business 
management, bookkeeping and auditing. While the word audit is not always welcomed, she said she 
has the background to look at books to see where money goes. 
     She has experience in sales and marketing, hospitality, medical issues and road construction, she 
said to the listeners. 
     This candidate promised to “call somebody out if there is frivolous spending,” if she is elected to 
the County Commission and sees that happen. 
     Calvillo has had experience with communicating with the public, too. She wrote for a local weekly 
newspaper as she covered City Commission meetings four years ago as an independent contractor, 
and more recently she has worked as a correspondent for a daily news website covering government 
and human interest stories. 
     As for the toll road, Calvillo said the Florida Department of Transportation is not telling people 
where the toll road is going to be placed. 

Billy Hinote 
Billy Hinote speaks to the crowd. 
 
     Billy Hinote has been in Levy County for 
53 years, he said as he introduced himself to 
the audience. 
     This graduate of Chiefland High School 
attended a trade school and became an 
electrician. He has owned Hinote Electric 
for more than 30 years now. 
     He provides jobs to 10 people in Levy 
County. 
     These are good-paying jobs for young 
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kids that are out of school, he said. Hinote is very proud to have hired these really good people, he 
said. 
     Hinote is also the chairman of the Levy County Construction and Licensing Board, where he has 
chaired it for between 12 and 15 years, he said. 
     Having his own business for all these years, Hinote said he has a good grasp of budgeting. Hinote 
mentioned that he served on the Chiefland Area Athletic Association as vice president, president and 
has coached children in sports. 
     Married for 29 years, Hinote said his children are all grown now. Hinote said he sees growth 
happening in Levy County, and he wants to be on the County Commission to help prevent tax 
increases on the hardworking Levy County citizens. 
     “And as long as I am a county commissioner,” Hinote said, “I will never vote to raise taxes on our 
citizens, because we’re already paying a lot of money for taxes.” 

Tim Hodge 
Tim Hodge speaks to the crowd. 

     Tim Hodge, 54, said he was raised in 
Dixie County, but he chose to live in Levy 
County since he was 23 years old. 
     Hodge said he considers himself to be a 
simple person who likes the simple life. He 
is opposed to putting a toll road through 
Levy County. 
     People moving to Levy County, Hodge 
said, are leaving more populated areas. 
That migration of people from urban areas 
to rural counties will lead to an increase in 
crashes in the rural areas, he said. 
     When Rooks announced she was going 

to retire, Hodge said, he decided he would run. When he graduated high school, he said, he decided he 
would either be a professional baseball player, or he would be a county commissioner. Since the 
baseball option did not pan out, he is choosing to be county commissioner. 
     Hodge said his preference is to keep Levy County rural. 
      

Laura Mott 
Laura Mott speaks to the crowd. 
 
     Laura Mott opened her 
presentation by mentioning that if her 
last name sounds familiar, it is 
because she is one of the five 
daughters of the late Dr. William J. 
Mott. 
     Dr. Mott, 66, passed away May 19, 
2014, after a battle with cancer. Laura 
Mott was Dr. Mott's only daughter. 
     As for this candidate for Levy 
County Commission, she feels the 



HardisonInk.com 
current county commissioners do not care enough about the employees. Mott decided to run for 
office, she said, is because she has seen county employees not being given fair raises over the years. 
Her boyfriend, she said, is a first responder. 
     Mott saw zero County Commission members at a funeral for a Levy County deputy, she said. At a 
funeral for a Levy County paramedic, Mott said she heard the same was true. 
     Like every sitting County Commission member and every candidate for office who has spoken 
about it so far, Mott said she too is against the toll road going through Levy County. 
     “I would like to see growth in Levy County,” Mott said, “but healthy growth, not something that is 
going to overwhelm our county. I love our rural county. It’s what make it unique. It’s why people come 
visit.” 
     Mott said she believes the toll road would result in more drugs being here, and there would be 
more gangs added here as a result of that major throughfare being built.  
     Mott said she believes there may be a drug problem in the Town of Otter Creek, where she lives. 
     This candidate wants the people to come to her and express their concerns and worries so that she 
can help however possible as a county commissioner.  


