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$25 million resort project moves ahead 
County looks to papers for huge ads 
Foreclosure is a last resort 
Spring traffic is coming 
Mental health illness on wheels 

 
George Green, the rapid response coordinator of CareerSource Florida 
Crown, introduces himself to the County Commission. At one time, this 
CareerSource district had an office in Trenton. CareerSource Florida 
Crown provide workforce services throughout Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist 
and Union counties. Green could help Ellie Ray’s RV Resort and Lounge 
hire the 42 full-time employees it will need, some from moderate to low-
income, if a federal grant comes through and the resort expands as 
developers hope. Green is retired from the military. 
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     GILCHRIST COUNTY – With the Gilchrist County Journal gone to newspaper 
heaven now, the Gilchrist County government is forced to find another newspaper of 
record to place its legal ads. 
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Eddy Scott, seen 
sitting in the 
audience for the 
March 7 
Gilchrist County 
Commission 
meeting, said he 
intends to run in 
the election for 
Gilchrist County 
Commission 
District 4. The 
current 
commissioner in 
that seat now is 
Marion 
Poitevint. 

 
John Rutledge 
speaks to the 
County 
Commission 
and tells the 
members that 
he has no 
intention of 
seeking 
election. 
Rutledge 
complained 
about the 
degree of 
information 
required on 
the financial 
disclosure 

part of the qualifying form to run for that office. 
 
     The twice-monthly regular late Monday afternoon, early evening meeting of the 
Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners on March 7 brought action to bear for 
more than just legal ads. 
     Gilchrist County’s development includes potential infrastructure improvement, even 
beyond the jail it hopes to build. 
     A proposed $25 million, five-year development plan at Ellie Ray’s RV Resort and 
Lounge on the Santa Fe River will include $1.5 million in infrastructure improvement at 
the site by the Gilchrist County government, if the County Commission agrees to 
continue to move forward with an Economic Development Community Block 
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Development Grant. 
     The money will come from a federal grant for economic development. 
     The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners, comprised of County 
Commission Chairman William “Bill” Martin, Vice Chairman Darrell Smith and 
commissioners Sharon Akins Langford), Kenrick Thomas (Dist. 5), and Commissioner 
Marion Poitevint moved forward by asking David Fox of Fred Fox Enterprises to 
continue the Economic Development CDBG. 
     Also, that day, the County Commission conducted a public hearing and moved 
forward with its revision of the Housing CDBG (which is noted in a previous 
HardisonInk.com story). 
     Other matters addressed and progressing along various paths toward some end 
included the county considering the publication of delinquent property tax notices in 
neighboring counties’ publications; trading out $5,000 and compliance with codes or 
that property owner facing $356,000 worth of fines and foreclosure on property to make 
it become county-owned; hearing warnings from Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
regarding traffic at Ginnie Springs Outdoors; deciding on who will transport people who 
are deemed to be a danger to themselves or others as a result of mental illness; as well as 
hearing from a man who is not running for county commission and another man who 
seeks to serve employers and employees in Gilchrist County. 
 

Ellie Ray’s Development 

 
Tom Sturgeon, owner of Ellie Ray’s RV Resort and Lounge, speaks to the 
County Commission about his plan for expansion. 
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     In this project, all infrastructure built through the CDBG will be owned by the county 
government – including the collection system and package plant for sewage treatment. 
     The developer can manage the sewer plant, but the county would own in. In the event 
that the development goes belly-up, the county would still have all of the infrastructure 
– including the roads, pipes and sewer plant. 
      The County Commission’s 5-0 vote to move forward is not binding on the 
government agreeing to the developers’ idea of adding 54 more RV sites, adding a six-
story guest lodge with 42 guest rooms, County Administrator Crosby said. 
     David Fox explained that since the $1.5 million CDBG is federal money, there is a 
requirement to add 43 full-time jobs and those jobs would need to be filled by certain 
percentages of people from poor to moderate income levels from their previous year’s 
taxes. 
     Attorney David Kotler is representing developer Tom Sturgeon in this project. 
     County Administrator Crosby recommended approval of the request for Fred Fox 
Enterprises to move forward with the Economic Development CDBG to obtain $1.5 
million for this significant improvement and expansion project at Ellie Ray’s RV Resort. 
 

Legal Ads Are An Issue 

 
 Gilchrist County Tax Collector Michael McElroy 
 
   Gilchrist County Tax Collector Michael McElroy was beside himself Monday evening 
as he mentioned the Gilchrist County Journal no longer exists, and the county needs a 
newspaper to publish legal ads – especially the high dollar delinquent tax notices. 
    McElroy and County Clerk Todd Newton took it upon themselves to seek bids from 
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the Levy County Citizen, which is now owned by between 40 and 50 shareholders, with 
a very strong predominance of Kentucky addresses. They also sought bids from 
the Dixie County Advocate, which is owned by Floridians. 
     In addition to the Levy County Citizen and Dixie County Advocate, other adjoining 
counties paper publications include the Lake City Reporter, the Gainesville 
Sun and Alachua County Today. 
     McElroy said Alachua County Today provided a response that could not be compared 
equally with the other two bidders – it was not “apples to apples,” the tax collector said. 
     McElroy distributed the written bids from the weekly newspapers in Levy County and 
Dixie County to county commissioners at the meeting. He did not provide the only 
journalist in the room with a copy. 
     The tax collector said he spoke to a person at the Dixie County newspaper, and she 
anticipates making a “Gilchrist County section” in that weekly. The newspaper is not in 
general circulation in Gilchrist County, but according to McElroy, the woman said she 
would move in distribution points to sell the Dixie County paper more in Gilchrist 
County. 
     The Dixie County Advocate bid, McElroy said, was $10 per listing of delinquent 
taxes. 
     The Levy County Citizen bid, McElroy said, was $15 per listing of delinquent taxes. 
     The former Gilchrist County Journal’s charge last year was $17.50 per listing, 
McElroy said. 
     There are between 1,000 and 1,200 delinquent tax parcels a year, McElroy said. At 
the low end, that equals $10,000 for the Dixie County paper or $15,000 for the Levy 
County newspaper. 
     “At this point,” McElroy said, “it appears the Advocate would be the best way to go. 
You, as the board (of county commissioners), have that right to take any bid you so 
desire.” 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David Miller “Duke” Lang Jr. told McElroy and Newton 
that their seeking bids needed to be revised by advertising for other qualified bidders, 
because $10,000 to $15,000 or more as a bid award to a vendor requires more than 
reaching out to a few specific vendors without sealed bids or other protocol common for 
a purchase that big.  
     “For that amount of money,” Lang said, “I think you need to put some sort of formal 
bid out there.” 
     The attorney this will be in contrast with what McElroy and Newton chose to seek 
singularly as bidders. 
     McElroy asked which newspaper to use to advertise the requests for proposals. With 
no newspaper in Gilchrist County, Attorney Lang said, Clerk Newton and leaders in the 
towns of Bell and Trenton are using the Levy County Citizen for now. 
     The attorney told the tax collector that according to Florida law he must publish in 
three other locations within the county in addition to a newspaper. 
     Until the Gilchrist County Commission decides the newspaper to use, McElroy and 
Newton can choose a newspaper to place the request for proposals. The deadline for the 
Levy County paper to place and RFP is one week before publication, according to what 
was said at the meeting. 
     Attorney Lang told McElroy and Newton they cannot just do away with bid 
requirements, because this is not such an urgent emergency. There is time to advertise 
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for bids before the delinquent tax notices must be published. 
     HardisonInk.com owner and publisher Jeff M. Hardison told the Gilchrist County 
Commission that one year the Levy County Commission and former Tax Collector Linda 
Fugate bought an ad from him to hyperlink to that tax collector’s website so that people 
could see the delinquent tax roll. 
     Given the rigmarole he went through to get that done, Hardison said, he did not 
pursue it again in that manner. 
     “In some areas,” Hardison said, “Levy County is better than Gilchrist County or Dixie 
County. Each county has its own high points. The tax collectors in all three counties can 
take the initiative to help their constituents and interested parties to have even better 
than the mandatory minimal exposure for this information. They can call me or email 
me. 
     “I will sell any one of those three tax collectors, or any two or all three of them an 
excellent display ad to hyperlink to their website,” Hardison said. “So, now we’ll see how 
that shakes out. I am not going to hire an attorney to represent me and sell this concept 
to any of the county commissions in the three counties.” 
     The owner and publisher said he is not bidding, because he does not want to buy a 
bunch of paper to create that tax roll in a paper form. 
~ 

Foreclosure From Code Violations  

 
Gilchrist County Code Enforcement Officer Rodney Tomlinson stands to be 
recognized by County Commission Chairman Bill Martin on Monday. 
Martin said he is extremely pleased with the work completed by this county 
employee.   
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Attorney Lindsey Lander represents the county in this potential deal with a 
code violator. 
 
     Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby said Monday that properties owned by 
Mac Johnson are in lien foreclosure with the county as a result of code violations and 
fines for not complying. 
     That fine amount was at $356,000 as of the end of February, Crosby said Monday.  
     Gilchrist County Attorney David Miller “Duke” Lang Jr. and Crosby determined the 
county has spent $5,000 in this process so far. 
     Attorney Lindsey Lander is representing the county in this negotiation with Johnson 
and his attorney. 
     The county will reduce the fine amount to $5,000, if Johnson does what is needed to 
solve the problems from code violations. He must complete the code violation fixing 
within 90 days. 
     Crosby said the ultimate goal is to have Johnson bring the property into compliance 
with county codes. The county does not want to take $356,000 in fines. It does want to 
offset the estimated $5,000 it has spent dealing with this set of code violations for a 
couple of years now. 
     Attorney Lang said in civil law matters, there is often negotiation to reach an 
agreement between the parties. Here, the county is trading out $356,000 in fines for 
$5,000 in fines with the caveat that code compliance will be reached within 90 days. 
     The County Commission voted 5-0 to give Johnson two weeks to accept or reject this 
offer from the county. If he rejects the offer, then the foreclosure procedure will move 
forward in the courts. 
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     Commissioners chose the two-week deadline for a decision to forego continual delay 
in action. 
 

Ginnie Springs Traffic 

 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz told the County Commission that the GCSO is 
short-staffed at the moment. 
     With four deputies in schools, the sheriff is hoping to put them on the road in May or 
June.  
     County commissioners may receive complaints about traffic issues near Ginnie 
Springs, he said, as the weather becomes more inviting for that recreational area.  
     After speaking with owners and management at Ginnie Springs Outdoors LLC, the 
sheriff believes some traffic issues may be resolved.  
     If solutions don’t bear the fruit the sheriff is hoping, he will send deputies. As he 
mentioned, though, the GCSO is short-staffed, and it may need to call on assistance 
from the Florida Highway Patrol.  
 

Transporting Mentally Ill 
     The practice of law enforcement officers from the City of Trenton taking people who 
have severe mental health issues, requiring them to be institutionalized for some days 
was broached at the County Commission meeting. 
     The current state law calls for one agency in the county to be responsible for 
transportation people who are put into facilities from the Baker Act or the Marchman 
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Act. 
     The Baker Act is a Florida law that allows individuals who are experiencing crippling 
mental illness to be involuntarily committed for examination and treatment. The 
Marchman Act is also a Florida law but is invoked for individuals who are deeply 
impaired by a substance use disorder. Each act lasts for different periods of time. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz told the County Commission that his deputies 
take an average of three to six people to Gainesville. Sometimes, the facility will not 
accept a patient due to lack of bed space, he said. 
     By working with the county’s EMS and Trenton’s law enforcement agency, the GCSO 
has been able to transport patients. Sometimes, the sheriff said, the patient ends up 
coming back to Gilchrist County and being housed at the jail. 
     As for the law requiring one agency, Sheriff Schultz his agency is one team with one 
mission, and the GCSO overcomes all obstacles. 

 


