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Beekeeper club starts in Levy County 

 
Steve Starks and John Dulaney host inaugural meeting of the Levy Backyard 
Beekeepers. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Charlene "Watson" Calvillo 
HardisonInk.com Correspondent © March 8, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. 
     BRONSON -- What better time of year to start off a beekeeping club than spring? 

 
  

 
 
A honeybee collects 
pollen from Florida 
native plant false 
indigo at the Calvillo 
farm. The pollen is 
stored on the bee’s 
back legs and 
brought back to the 
hive. 
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A honeybee collects pollen 
from a native Florida 
plant -- spider wort -- at 
Calvillo farm. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An instructor holds a frame 
with honeybees at UF/IFAS 
during Bee College. UF HBREL 
(Honey Bee Research and 
Extension Lab) hosts Bee 
College twice a year in person 
and offers online courses as 
well. 
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Honeybees dry after being rescued from a 
swimming pool at Calvillo farm. Bees 
cannot swim and often drown in 
swimming pools if they not scooped out. 
 
 
     The flowers start blooming and everything 
seems to come alive, including the honeybees. 
Steve Starks and John Dulaney held their 
inaugural meeting of the Levy Backyard 
Beekeepers on Feb. 10 at the Bronson 
Community Church, 948 E. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. 
Alt. 27), in Bronson. 
     This first meeting was to see what interest the 
community and residents of Levy County would 
have toward starting a beekeeping club. 
Attendees were experienced beekeepers as well as persons who had little to no knowledge of bees.  
     The one-hour presentation covered the fundamentals of beekeeping. The three types of honeybees 
discussed: queen bee, worker bee and the drone bee plus each bee’s role in a successful colony. 
     A queen bee is responsible for laying all the eggs after she has mated. A drone bee’s life is only for 
mating with a virgin queen, they die after mating. Lastly the worker bee who is female seems to get all 
the work. The young worker bee often referred to as nursery bee takes care of the eggs laid by the 
queen. These bees also get the duty of hive maintenance and guarding the entrance of the hive from 
predators and robber bees from other colonies. 
     As the worker bee ages, she gets to leave the hive in an orientation flight to familiarize herself with 
the surrounding area. The worker bee will spend her last days of life collecting pollen and resins from 
flowers and trees.  
     Another topic was the housing for honeybees. This housing is known as a hive. Most honeybees live 
in a hive that consists of 10 frames -- also known as a deep super. Smaller honey supers are boxes with 
smaller frames that are stacked on top of the deep super. These are used for the honey storage by the 
bees. The hive includes a bottom and top board.  
     Instead of spoiling all the interesting facts on honeybees the Levy Backyard Beekeepers invite 
people to the monthly meeting that covers becoming a beekeeper, sharing knowledge with other 
beekeepers, and creating a honeybee awareness. 
     Levy Backyard Beekeepers meet on the second Thursday of every month from 7 to 8 p.m. in the 
Bronson Community Church, 948 E. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27), Bronson, Florida. 
     For more information contact Steve Starks at 386-288-0741 or John Dulaney at 352-284-3211. 
They also provide free honeybee removal. 

 


