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Yankeetown school principal shares insight 
with Levy County Prevention Coalition 

 
Yankeetown School Principal Dee Westfall shares her opinions about the Inglis and 
Yankeetown area with members and guests of the Levy County Prevention Coalition. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 6, 2022 at 7:12 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – Yankeetown School Principal Dee Westfall addressed the members and guests at 
the quarterly luncheon meeting of the Levy County Prevention Coalition (LCPC) Friday afternoon 
(March 4). 

 
 
Levy County Prevention 
Coalition Chairman 
Crystal Seley enjoys 
hearing about coalition 
progress from LCPC 
Chief Operating Officer 
Jonathan Lewis after 
she welcomes everyone 
to the meeting on Friday 
afternoon (March 4). 
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Levy County 
Prevention Coalition 
Chief Operating Officer 
Jonathan Lewis holds 
information from the 
General Body Meeting 
of March 4, including 
the plan for a five-week 
summer camp this 
summer. The LCPC has 
had great success in 
past summers as it 
helped children after 
the regular school year 
concluded. 
 
    The lunch that Friday 
was a buffet style taco salad with water and soft drinks. The meals and meeting were in a large room 
at Williston Elementary School. 
     Westfall, who said she is originally from Ocala, shared her perspective on the Yankeetown and 
Inglis communities, and on the school where she serves as principal now. She noted her appreciation 
for the members of the Inglis Yankeetown Lions Club and the Scooter Haven Country Club helping 
the school. 
     There are several other community-oriented groups in the southern part of Levy County that help 
the school as well. People who are familiar with the Healthy Community Initiative, started by Helen 
Ciallella, know that the Inglis Recreation Committee, the local Masons, the local Woman’s Club, the 
local AmVets, as well as many other business interests beyond the business named Scooter Haven 
Country Club provide support to Yankeetown School. 
     The whole Inglis and Yankeetown community contributes to benefit the wellbeing of the children at 
Yankeetown School in various manners. 
     Yankeetown School will be celebrating its 85th anniversary on April 23, Westfall said. The original 
bell from the school has been recovered from a place in Texas, where it was for some number of years. 
Yankeetown School was founded in 1936. 
     The town of Yankeetown itself was founded in 1923 by Indiana politician and lawyer Armanis F. 
Knotts, who moved to the area because of his great love of the sport of hunting in this part of rural 
Florida. 
     The Town of Inglis was founded in 1955. Inglis and Yankeetown are two of the eight municipalities 
in Levy County. The other six municipalities in Levy County are Bronson, Cedar Key, Chiefland, 
Fanning Springs (which is also in Gilchrist County) Otter Creek and Williston. 
     As for the LCPC, Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis provided the lion’s share of new insight, 
after a warm greeting to everyone by LCPC Chair Crystal Seley. 
     Lewis reviewed the many field trips enjoyed by Levy County school children in the previous year. 
The young people, who were guests of the LCPC, enjoyed activities at the National Faith In Blue 
Weekend, where they saw law enforcement officers in a more social setting rather than as they are 
sometimes seen when they must enforce laws. That was during the annual game between the 
University of Florida Gators and the University of Georgia Bulldogs, and it was on the campus of 
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Williston Elementary School. 
     Thanks to the LCPC’s efforts, children went to the Williston Peanut Festival in October and more 
recently to pick strawberries at the Red, White and Blue Farm in Levy County. The after-school 
students went there to enjoy a tour of the farm, pick one sunflower each, as well as some strawberries, 
LCPC COO Lewis said. 
     On another trip, several children were taken by the LCPC to see the Military Museum of North 
Florida in Kissimmee. Lewis mentioned that he feels like the children from Bronson Elementary 
School and from Yankeetown School are more appreciative of field trips than children from Chiefland 
and Williston. 
     He enjoys taking the Yankeetown and Bronson students on field trips more, he said, because they 
are noticeably more grateful, even for a trip to Gainesville. 
     During the Mentee Christmas Festival, the children in that program of mentoring went skating, 
made crafts, decorated cookies and had a lot of fun, Lewis said. 
     The LCPC also participated in one of the two annual United States Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s Drug Drop-Off program events. Lewis said the DEA Drop-Off event in the spring 
puts too much pressure on the LCPC because it is at the same time generally as Crab Fest and as the 
Annual Wild Hog Canoe Race, which are two other events where this prevention coalition 
participates. 
     In addition to those singular events, the LCPC continues its programs such as the Natural High 
Campaign and Friday Nights Done Right. Lewis said the LCPC intends to resume its Know The Law 
booklet handouts in the future, where children can see consequences from breaking laws. 
     Another program the LCPC plans to start again is its Responsible Vendor Training, where clerks of 
stores see best methods for checking ages of people buying alcohol and tobacco products. This 
program helps bartenders, too, to learn best practices to let a consumer know they have had enough 
to drink, as well as the potential civil and criminal legal problems that might happen to a person who 
serves another person too much alcohol. 
     The LCPC mentoring program named “Building Today’s Youth” has led to the LCPC staff 
mentoring more than 100 youths. Coalition staff create an individualized plan for each and every 
student, focusing on reinforcing the students’ strengths and overcoming weaknesses.  
     Lewis spoke about the Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey. He noted this survey is not only a 
way to measure how many different drugs, and the quantity of those being abused by youths, but the 
survey shows researchers how students feel about substance abuse. 
     The survey shows, too, how parents may feel about substance abuse. There are mental health 
questions as well, Lewis said, to see if students feel safe at school. The survey gives a view of the 
climate of the school based on what students perceive and are thinking, Lewis said. 
 

CRAB FEST 2022 
     A giant block party that has been happening annually for several years in the unincorporated area 
of Levy County east of the City of Williston is known as Crab Fest. It had grown over the years to 
include rampant open drug abuse at the event, and even people being wounded by bullets and killed. 
     For the annual event after one set of firearm-powered injuries and deaths, law enforcement 
agencies from municipal, county and state agencies helped tone down that aspect of the event. The 
global COVID-19 pandemic served as somewhat of a wet blanket on Crab Fest in 2020 and 2021. 
     Levy County Sheriff’s Office Undersheriff W.O. “Brett” Beauchamp III, who is listed as the LCPC 
secretary, said this year’s Crab Fest is an unknown. There is no hard date set for the springtime 
festival. 
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Levy County Undersheriff 
Brett Beauchamp says the 
Levy County Sheriff’s Office 
is seeking information to 
see if there is a Crab Fest 
planned for this year. The 
Levy Cunty Prevention 
Coalition has helped 
support the LCSO in these 
events. 
 
     As noted, danger to attendees 
from sickness and death as a 
result of the global COVID-19 
pandemic resulted in Crab Fest 
to be cancelled the past couple of 
springs. This year, there is no 
word. As of Friday, there was not a blip on the radar or calendar for Crab Fest 2022. 
     Undersheriff Beauchamp asks anyone in the public with information about Crab Fest 2022 to 
please contact the LCSO so this agency and others can prepare to help people enjoy safety there. 
 

Gilchrist (County) Prevention Coalition 
     Robert Wells, the executive director of the Gilchrist (County) Prevention Coalition (GPC), was 
among the guest speakers Friday afternoon. 

 
 
Robert Wells, the executive 
director of the Gilchrist 
(County) Prevention 
Coalition (GPC) and founder 
of the Levy County 
Prevention Coalition 20 years 
ago, tells listeners that Levy 
County and Gilchrist County 
enjoy more support from 
their law enforcement and 
public school leaders than 
other counties in Florida. 
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Gilchrist Prevention Coalition Prevention Specialist Lorin Wood is introduced to the 
audience in Levy County. Wood is on the brink of becoming more active on a solo basis 
in Gilchrist County schools, where for the first couple of weeks of her being hired she 
was shadowing GPC Executive Director Robert Wells. 
 
     Wells is the founder of the LCPC, which he started 20 years ago. The LCPC is assisting the Gilchrist 
County group. Wells announced GPC Prevention Specialist Lorin Wood is onboard now and will be 
active in helping meet the GPC goals. 
     GPC Executive Director Wells let everyone know they are blessed to live in this part of Florida. 
     Gilchrist County and Levy County, Wells said, “have it better probably than any other coalition in 
the state, because of our partnership, our relationship with our schools and our law enforcement. 
     “I can’t tell you how many times,” Wells said, “I go to big conferences and the people say ‘Oh. We 
can’t get the sheriff to the table. The superintendent (of schools) is not that interested.” 
     Wells noted his gratitude for Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Levy County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum, Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart and Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. James “Jim” Surrency. 
     In fact, not only is Undersheriff Beauchamp a member of the leadership of the LCPC, but 
Superintendent of Schools Cowart, too is noted as an LCPC leader. 
     In the Tri-County Area, the LCPC is the most effective and established coalition for prevention of 
drug abuse. Gilchrist County is in its fledgling stage. The Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition has shown 
progress over the years, including most recently. 
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Chris Cowart 
     During his time of speaking at the coalition meeting, Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris 
Cowart mentioned he is networking with business groups to help in the career development aspect of 
education in Levy County. Where Lewis had mentioned a hope next fall to have more students attend 
football games, Cowart spoke about the two men who are destined to be the next head coaches of the 
Chiefland Indians varsity football team and the Williston Red Devils varsity football team in the fall of 
2022. 
 

 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart speaks about career training in 
the local public schools, where Levy County is providing a dual approach to education 
of academics as well as preparing youth to be more prepared to work after their high 
school years. 
 
     Cowart told about a career development training program in the hospitality industry through 
curriculum at Chiefland Middle High School, too. 
     The superintendent of schools spoke highly of Karen Voyles, a teacher at Cedar Key School, who is 
helping students learn about making homemade jelly, as well as other skills that were traditionally 
known years ago as home economics, but that can be seen today as life skills lessons. 
     Years ago, Voyles was a reporter for a daily newspaper in Gainesville. 
     Cowart acknowledged that everyone -- students, faculty and administrators are feeling a bit of 
“spring fever” now, although he did not go into detail about that annual drive and temptation fought 
by some to not play hooky and go fishing -- that some adults may remember from decades past. 
     Educators and administrators in Levy County’s public schools, Cowart intimated have succeeded in 
overcoming many obstacles in the past couple of years. Obviously, the virus of the century has taken a 
toll on education around the world. He said resilience is a key factor for success and growth in the 
Levy County school district. 
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Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 
     Among the many items covered that Friday, Camp Caruth Director Amie Gray of the Florida 
Sheriffs Youth Ranches, spoke. This was a first-time visit from a member of the Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranches Inc. 
     While Camp Caruth is in Inglis, there are three camps that cover every region of Florida, Gray said. 
 

 
Camp Caruth Director Amie Gray of the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches speaks about 
the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches. Registration for the eight-day summer camp 
programs at Camp Caruth started March 1. This free summer camp is on a first-come, 
first-served basis for registrations. 
 
     There is an eight-day overnight summer camp program for boys and girls ages 6-12 and 10-13 years 
old available at Camp Caruth. This summer camp is completely free to families, Gray said. Camps are 
in sessions from late May to early August, Gray said. 
     Applications opened March 1, she said, and this is a first-come, first-served process. While the 
summer camp slots may fill up, there is a waiting list formed, she added. 
 

Levy County Tobacco Prevention 
     The LCPC has accepted the duty of operating the Levy County Tobacco Prevention programs that 
formerly were under Quit Doc. 
     Programs such as the Students Working Against Tobacco, tobacco-free public spaces, creation of a 
K-12 tobacco policy and looking at points of sale of tobacco products are rebuilding. 
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Joelle Covarrubias (in 
the foreground) and 
Rhett Munden (in the 
teal-colored shirt 
behind her) are among 
the staff members of 
the Levy County 
Prevention Coalition. 
Covarrubias and 
Munden also are very 
active in the Tobacco 
Free Partnership of 
Levy County. Kyle 
Roberts (not pictured, 
but at the meeting on 
March 4) is the 
chairman of the 
Tobacco Free 
Partnership of Levy County. 
 
     Joelle Covarrubias and Rhett Munden, who are on the LCPC staff, are leaders in this new Levy 
County Tobacco Prevention program.  
     Kyle Roberts is the chairman of the Tobacco Free Partnership of Levy County. 
     Other LCPC staff members who help the whole program work in Levy County include Coordinator 
of Coalition Development Deedee Merando, Senior Project Assistant Octavious Lee and Project 
Assistant Dylan Washburn. 

 


