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Williston On Wheels 

sees biggest turnout in its history 

 
(from left) Patty Galyean, a retiree and volunteer, Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow and 

Administrative Assistant Brooke Ellzey Willis, who serves Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall as 

well as Chief Strow, are seen relatively early in the 10th Annual Williston On Wheels event. 

Here they are in the Dr. Kenneth A. Schwiebert Pavilion. Chief Strow is scheduled to retire on 

April 22, after a 50-year career in the profession of law enforcement. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 6, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 

     WILLISTON – The easternmost municipality of Levy County drew the most participants so far in the first 

decade of an event, as the 10th Annual Williston On Wheels Car Show unfolded Saturday (March 5). 

 

 

 

WPD Chaplain Charlz 

Caulwell, who will 

celebrate his 86th birthday 

in July, helps direct 

traffic again at the event. 

A resident of Williston 

since 1977, Caulwell has 

served the residents and 

visitors of Williston for 21 

years now. 
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This red engine marked with “Ft. Miley, CA” (California) is owned by Doug Riddle of Morriston. 

It is a 1934 Chevrolet Howe Fire Engine and has been a Best of Show winner in the past. It is 

seen arriving at the event shortly after 9:30 a.m. on March 4. 

 

 
This green tow truck is among the vehicles that is visiting the Williston On Wheels for the first 

time. Check out the dinosaur on it. 
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Volunteers enjoy some hotdogs and drinks. This food vending area was part of the fundraiser. 

William Jack Screws Jr. (Sept. 13, 1955-Aug. 30, 2020), who was better known as Jack Screws, 

was a civic-minded man. At the 2021 Wheels On Williston event, Screws served as treasurer for 

the Friends of the WPD. He was the guy who collected the $1 per hotdog last year. He is among 

the people who are missed this year from the community he loved and where he was beloved by 

many. 

 

 
This cherry-red 1940 Ford pickup truck is owned by Roy Cutrell of Ocala, and it is a first-time 

entrant in the Wheels On Williston. Every vehicle and every family have a story. While there are 

‘eight million stories in the naked city,’ there were easily more than 100 vehicular stories as 

early as 10 a.m. on March 5 in Williston. 
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This 1961 Chevrolet Impala is owned by Jerry Dockter of Morriston. 

 

 
This dark green 1941 Chevrolet pickup truck is owned by Don Cavorse of Interlachen. 
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This red 1932 Ford Roadster (left) is owned by Mark Klein of Gainesville and the purple 1929 

Ford Roadster on the left is owned by Scott Mello of Gainesville. 

 

 
This red 1964 Chevrolet Corvette was among the many ‘vettes at the show. It is owned by Tim 

Myers of the City of Alachua. 
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There were rows and rows of cars and trucks at the show, which showed the highest turnout of 

participation so far in its 10-year history. 

 

 

 

 

This 1946 Ford pickup 

truck is owned by Dave 

Blackshear of Lecanto. In 

this picture, Blackshear is 

visiting with other people 

at the event. 
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Dave Blackshear enjoys his visit this year, and has participated in all 10 Williston On Wheels 

events so far. Here he grants a request to stand next to the vehicle he drove from Citrus County 

to Williston on Saturday. 

 

     This event was a resounding success – winning in many ways on Saturday (March 5). While it heralds the 

final time when Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow will be at the helm of the Williston Police Department, the 

Friends of the WPD showed they can put on a car show fundraiser – once again. 

     The honorable Police Chief Strow shared with HardisonInk.com, a change in the WPD motto. While the 

WPD’s big outdoor barbecue grill shows “Striving For Excellence,” the new WPD slogan is “Serving With 

Honor; Protecting With Pride,” as noted on an ink pen that shares that idea. 

     Chief Strow said he saw the biggest crowd ever for the 2021 Christmas Parade and the 2021 Light Up 

Williston festivities at Heritage Park. 

      On Saturday morning, the 10th Annual Williston On Wheels Car Show had pre-registrations of 29 vehicles, 

he said, and within the first 36 minutes of the event (which started at 9 a.m.) that Saturday, there were 86 

vehicles registered. 

     By 10:20 a.m., Brooke Ellzey Willis said there were 107 registered vehicles in the car and truck show. Willis 

was joined by Patty Galyean as the registration officers of the day. These women are the people to see for car 

registrations for the Wheels On Williston event. 

     Not only were there about 30 percent more vehicles than in the first nine years of this fundraiser, but that 

means there were 30 percent never-been-to-this-show vehicles too. It was a great day for veteran participants 

as well as for the newcomers. 

     Chief Strow said the average number in the first nine years of the annual event is 70 registrations. 

     Cars, trucks and people came from near and far. Levy, Alachua, Marion and Putnam counties were among 

the many parts of Florida represented by drivers. Other states are bound to have had representation from 

among the multitude of vehicles in Heritage Park that Saturday. 
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     Dave Blackshear brought his 1940 Ford pickup truck from Lecanto (Citrus County). Blackshear has been to 

every one of these Wheels On Williston events. 

     Blackshear said the “venue is neat” and he loves the improvements to the park that the Williston Community 

Redevelopment Agency have accomplished. The sidewalks are wider. The pavilion is improved. The veterans’ 

memorial is established, and the park is in its best-ever condition. 

     “I support this every time,” Blackshear said. “Today was a great ride for me, going through downtown 

Dunnellon in the morning. I came up here with the windows down and I let the stereo rip.” 

     Jim Hurd is building the group named Levy County Cruisers, and he found some new members at this event. 

     The weather on Saturday in Williston was superb for the outdoor event. Temperatures ranged in the 70- to 

77-degrees Fahrenheit range. The skies were blue. The breeze was gentle. 

     This vehicular show is competitive. Two top trophies are awarded, and scores of other trophies go for the 

vehicles judged best in their various categories. (There is a potential of this story being updated with results 

from the winners’ circle.) 

 

 
The two top trophies – Williston On Wheels 2022 Best in Show and Williston On Wheels 2022 

People’s Choice. 
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Here are the many other trophies awarded to winning vehicle entrants from several categories. 


