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100-site campsite moves forward 
Driveways, scrap metal 
and leases discussed at workshop 

 
Sheriff Darby Butler speaks to the County Commission on Thursday. The 
Commission voted 5-0 to help Butler move forward with finding a method 
to have more space for evidence storage, and training of deputies. There 
was no dollar amount listed by Butler in regard to this as-yet undesigned 
future building. In another 5-0 vote, the County Commission voted to 
relinquish a building if it is the commission’s property. The building is near 
to the Dixie County Jail. It is to be moved to the Kinder Cub School. School 
Principal Rita Harris was in the audience, and she intimated that the school 
would cover the cost of moving the structure. 
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     CROSS CITY – As usual, the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners 
conducted a significant amount of business at its most recent twice-monthly regular 
meeting in Cross City. 
     The Thursday morning (March 3) regular meeting was preceded by a one-hour 
workshop regarding a probable driveway ordinance amendment, some possible scrap 
metal collection contracts, and maybe the leasing of some county-owned shabby 
structural property to a business owner. 
     Within the first two hours of the regular meeting, the Dixie County Commission got 
through the first 16 items of its 26-item agenda, including six public hearings. 
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Dixie County Building Official Leon Wright shares information with the 
County Commission regarding an improved process for people obtaining 
building permits in Dixie County. 
 
     As usual, the meeting room in the southeast corner of the Dixie County Courthouse in 
Cross City was filled beyond capacity. 
     There appears to be no path for expanding space in the meeting room, but the County 
Commission quickly, easily and without much conversation agreed to expand the Dixie 
County Sheriff’s Office’s evidence storage facility. 
     The meeting room was so jammed with people that County Commission Chairman 
Jamie Storey reverted back to the method of just letting people shout out from their 
seats in the audience rather than getting up from their seats, going to the podium and 
identifying themselves. 
     This lack of decorum may be part of the reasons that at least one person trying to 
listen to the meeting via teleconference appeared to be somewhat uncertain as to what 
was said at the meeting. 
     Chairman Storey also simply allowed people to raise their hands and address the 
County Commission on any issues, even beyond the public hearing matters. 
     As for other indicators of lacking meeting space, there were people standing in the 
room, as well as in the hallway leading to the meeting room. 
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     At the start of that regular meeting on Thursday morning, Chairman Storey had 
mentioned there would be a time near the end of the meeting, agenda item 25, which is 
labeled “Public Comments and Concerns,” when people could share their comments and 
concerns with the County Commission. 
     That method, as noted, did not occur for everyone that day. 
     As noted, by noon the County Commission was at the start of Item 16 of 26 items. 
 

Public Hearings 
     There were six public hearings, where the County Commission -- which is comprised 
of Chairman Storey, Vice Chairman W.C. Mills and commissioners James Valentine, 
Mark Hatch and Jody Stephenson -- all voted the same way. 
     The acceptance of five special exceptions and one variance allows those petitioners to 
be permitted to perform activity in particularly zoned areas. Subsequent resolutions 
adopted after approval of these matters during the public hearings brought the 
approvals to fruition. 
     William Cannon was granted a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle to 
be located at 5250 N.W. Highway 19, Steinhatchee, in Commissioner Valentine’s 
district. 
     Robert W. Hastings was granted a special exception to permit one recreational 
vehicle to be located at 330 N.E. 818th St., Old Town, in Commissioner Stephenson’s 
district. 
     Charles Michael Jones was granted a special exception to permit a home occupation 
in an "AG" agriculture zoning district at 1112 N.E. 910th Ave., Branford, in 
Commissioner Stephenson’s district. 

 
 
President Adam 
Collins of Collins 
Engineering Inc. 
shares information 
with the County 
Commission and 
interested parties 
regarding the 
development of a 
100-site camping 
facility next to U.S. 
Highway 19 in 
Dixie County. 
 
     A petition by 
Andrew and Karen 
Burnham requesting a 
special exception to be 

granted to build a 100-site campsite for RVs at 23210 S.E. U.S. Highway 19, Old Town, 
in Commissioner Mark Hatch’s district was granted 
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     This request was granted after some discussion with neighbors who were concerned 
about loss of property value, and with potential flooding from the possibility of 
additional stormwater runoff, as well as possible traffic snarls and issues on U.S. 
Highway 19 at that site. 
     President Adam Collins of Collins Engineering Inc. addressed issues people 
mentioned during the hearing on that special exception for a campground. He said the 
retention pond planned for the development exceeds mandatory minimum 
requirements to manage runoff. Beyond that, the Suwannee River Water Management 
District is perceived as a safety valve to reduce odds of possible flooding potential being 
added. 
     As for a concern about trucks pulling RVs and having to perform U-turns on U.S. 
Highway 19, as well as incoming and outbound traffic from the future RV campsite, the 
Florida Department of Transportation is seen as a safety net for travelers as well as 
neighbors. 
     Dixie County Building Official Leon Wright reminded the County Commission 
members that in regard to a feared loss of property value for neighbors next to an RV 
campsite right on U.S. 19, this development is happening in the area planned for 
development. 
     Pearl Millard suggested that the future campground owners consider having one or 
more automated electronic defibrillators (AED) at the site. She said ambulances 
sometimes may not arrive quickly enough to save a person who could have had their life 
saved by proper AED use during a cardiac event. 
     Millard reminded the County Commission that there are two AEDs in the courthouse 
now, ready to save lives. 
     With that approval of the required variance, the campground developer is moving 
forward with the plan to build 100 campsites  there. Project Engineer Collins said this 
developer is making the lot spaces bigger than the average RV campsite. 
     The trend of spot placement of RVs one-at-a-time all over Dixie County continues. 
     Darryl M. Shew was granted a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle to 
be located at 3180 N.E. Highway 349, Old Town, in Vice Chairman Mills’ district.  
     Cyril Fullenkamp was granted a variance to allow for a reduction of front setbacks 
from 25-feet to 10-feet for construction of a home on lot #38 at 25 S.E. 210th St., Old 
Town, in Commissioner Mark Hatch’s district. 
 

Announcement 
     Among the information shared at the meeting, was a happy note of gratitude. 
     Dixie County Public Library Librarian Cindy Bellot announced names of people who 
assisted her in the taking of inventory of books, audio books and movies available for 
checkout at the library in Cross City. 
     Without the help of volunteers, that process would not have been completed as 
quickly as it was done, she said, as she expressed her deep gratitude for the assistance 
given her. 
     The Three Rivers (Public) Library System serves the needs of people who use those 
public libraries in Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette, and Taylor counties. In Dixie County, it 
appears there are at least a few people who even volunteer to help the hardworking 
Three Rivers staff members like Bellot. 
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     Bellot also reminded the County Commission and everyone else in the room of the 
Fifth Annual Art and Nature Festival set for March 12 in Dixie County. Jane Connors, 
manager of Suwannee Library Technical Center, is a key organizer of the festival. 
Although Suwannee is in the name of the technical center, it is in the area of the 
community of Suwannee in Dixie County rather than in Suwannee County. 
     (For more details about the festival, see the ads on any page of 
the HardisonInk.com website, including at the top of the Calendar or Leisure Pages.) 
 

Sheriff Blames FHP 
     Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler responded to Pearl Millard after she asked him 
about the DCSO not contacting her family about the death of her brother Frank Alane 
Infinger (Feb. 18, 1976-Feb. 22, 2022). 
     Millard asked Butler directly at the March 3 meeting why no one at the DCSO had 
contacted her family after her brother’s death on Feb. 22. 
     Millard said she had called DCSO dispatch and asked Chad Cruz if her brother had 
died, and then Cruz laughed and denied it, Millard said.  
     “Everybody knew Frank and you (for) our entire lives, Darby,” Millard said. “He (the 
dispatcher Cruz) was supposed to call me back. Today is day nine. My brother is dead 
and buried. All of his organs are in his grave. He was an organ donor. And no one still 
has told us he was dead.” 
     Millard said she has been a paramedic for 25 years. She endorses donating organs 
after a person passes away. 
     “You didn’t even want to tell my momma’ that her son is dead, Darby,” Millard said. 
“I’ve known you my whole life. Why didn’t you come by and tell me my brother was 
dead?” 
     Although Butler may be a family friend, he opted out of taking responsibility for 
anything to do with the death of the man after he gave command of the crash scene to 
the responding state law enforcement agency, as best as can be determined by how 
Butler responded to Millard during the public meeting. 
     The novice sheriff has now become known to be relatively unresponsive to the online 
daily news website, in contrast with more established sheriffs in the neighboring 
counties of Levy County and Gilchrist County. 
     Butler said in the open public meeting that he was on the scene when Infinger died. 
He said in a traffic homicide, the DCSO passes the duty of investigation to the Florida 
Highway Patrol, which includes the job of contacting the next-of-kin, Butler said. 
     Butler said if the FHP investigators did not contact the next-of-kin, then he has an 
issue with them. The sheriff asked the woman to drop by his office and they would 
contact the FHP to see if or where something went wrong. 
     Among the things Butler said earlier in the meeting is that he is striving to have the 
DCSO adopt accepted professional law enforcement practices as it seeks to be 
accredited. 
     Millard said she does not understand why, when her brother’s driver’s license showed 
he was an organ donor, the proper procedures did not occur in that regard. Millard said 
she and her brother were going to have it tattooed across their chests that they were 
organ donors. Then she held her arm up to show that those words are tattooed on her 
arm to show she is an organ donor. 
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Driveways 
     During the workshop before the regular meeting, County Attorney M. Michael 
O’Steen established with the County Commission that it wants to amend the 1993 
county ordinance related to driveways. 
    Greg Bailey of North Florida Professional Services, County Manager Duane Cannon 
and O’Steen plan to confer to establish revisions needed to amend the ordinance, 
including more specificity about accompanying culvert pipes. 
     There appears to be a likelihood that the least expensive material for culverts under 
driveways will be a choice, and that the pipes will have mitered ends. However, the 
amendments are not drafted yet. 
     Bailey noted that even temporary driveways for construction should have a permit 
obtained from the Road Department before they are created. The Road Department and 
the Building Department should work together as new construction happens and 
driveways are added, Bailey said. 
 

Scrap Metal 
     County Attorney O’Steen understood directions given for him to draft documentation 
for methods of Dixie County recycling its metal via the solid waste transfer station. 
     Three accepted metal recyclers have been active for years in the county. Putting down 
on paper the method for a vendor to know to pickup metal from a location is to be 
noted. That plan may include the opportunity for secondary and tertiary vendors being 
called after a relatively brief period of the transfer station operator waiting for that 
initial vendor not completing the pickup. 
     The issue of logistics for placement by people of their discarded metal for disposal, 
including whether it will continue to be at satellite or roll-off transfer stations, or if it 
will be mandatory to take all metal to the main solid waste transfer station, as well as 
creating a method to determine where the money goes when it is paid by the recycling 
reception center -- are in the works. 
     So far, there appears to be no record of the county being paid anything for recycled 
metal, according to what was said at the workshop. 
 

BENCOR 
     Kurt Miller of BENCOR spoke to the County Commission about making it mandatory 
for all county employees to have their accumulated sick pay and vacation pay put into a 
BENCOR account upon the employee’s retirement from the county. 
     For more than 20 years, BENCOR has specialized in the design, implementation and 
administration of retirement plans for public employees across the United States.  
     During the discussion about this possible practice, a woman who retired from the 
Levy County School District said it took her 90 days to transfer those BENCOR funds to 
her IRA account. She mentioned that she lost some percentage points of revenue from 
that investment as a result for those three months. 
     Miller said this is not a common occurrence at BENCOR. 
     Darian Brown, leader of Dixie County Emergency Services, said he is among the five 
county employees who have more than the current limit of accumulated sick leave and 
vacation pay. 
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     Chief Brown said he wants the county to accept the BENCOR proposal because he is 
on the brink of retirement. After conferring with his financial advisor, Brown said it 
would be detrimental to his retirement funding to take a lump sum payment from the 
county for his accumulated sick pay and vacation pay, especially in consideration of the 
thousands of dollars to be paid to him by the county. 
 
 
Dixie County 
Extension 
Director Holly 
Houghton 
shares her 
experiences 
with BENCOR 
as the County 
Commission 
considers the 
offer from 
BENCOR to 
become part of 
the investment 
process for 
retiring county employees. Seen here standing at the back of the County 
Commission Meeting Room, Houghton reflects the lack of space the Dixie 
County Commission has delegated for its public meetings, and public 
hearings. 
 
     University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Dixie County 
Extension Director Holly Houghton share with the County Commission her experiences 
with BENCOR, and they were positive. 
     Commissioners Stephenson and Mills said they dislike the notion of forcing all 
employees to enroll in this plan. Hatch concurred with them. “Mandatory” just does not 
have a nice ring to it from their perspectives. 
     Miller said the County Commission can subdivide employees into groups, such as 
above a certain age and only in certain areas – like the Dixie County Emergency 
Services.  
     Commissioners said they will continue to consider this option at a future meeting; 
however, it will not be the March 17 meeting. 
     Meanwhile, in another matter relating to Dixie County Emergency Services, Chief 
Brown said there are vacancies that are not being filled because Dixie County is not 
providing competitive pay. On a happier note, two ambulances are moving along in the 
assembly process and are planned to be on the road within some number of weeks or 
months if manufacturing and painting plans go as currently anticipated. 


