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Levy County property appraiser 
candidates promise clean campaign 

 
(from left) David Rogers, James Allen and Jason Whistler stand and answer questions 
from the audience on March 25 during the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force’s Meet 
and Greet Pep Rally, 
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     CHIEFLAND – James Allen, David Rogers and Jason Whistler, all Republicans, all promised to 
run a clean campaign as they spoke to the crowd at the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force’s Meet 
and Greet Pep Rally on March 25. 
     The men said they are all friends and they have worked together in the Levy County Property 
Appraiser’s Office. All three of these candidates list Chiefland residential addresses. 
     Actual qualifying to run in the race is from 12 p.m. (noon) June 13 through 12 p.m. (noon) on June 
17. The first three candidates are all Republicans. If no one else qualifies, the election will be decided 
in the Republican primary on Aug. 23. 
     Democrats will be able to vote in that primary, as will all other qualified voters in Levy County, if 
no other party member qualifies to run in that race on Aug. 23. There have been Levy County 
candidates who won in such primary races before, and there are some voters who expressed dismay at 
having missed that chance to vote one way or another.

     “I’m thankful for two opponents who I consider good friends. We will keep it clean. 
We’re not going into the gutters. We’re all friends. We’re all part of the same 
community. We all went to school together, and I’m thankful for David and James.” 
-- Jason Whistler
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     This election is a bit unusual. It is happening this year because Property Appraiser Osborn Barker 
(Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021) passed away from COVID-19 before the end of his term. 
     Gov. Ron DeSantis is tasked with appointing a replacement, but he has not done that yet. 
Meanwhile, unless he appoints someone before the Aug. 23 primary, that may become the deciding 
day for who becomes the next Levy County property appraiser in January of 2023. 
     In any event, another election for the Levy County Property Appraiser is scheduled to happen in 
2024, at what would have been the completion of Barker's original term.    
 

James Allen 

 
 
     Allen, a lifelong resident of Levy County, has worked in the Levy County Property Appraiser’s 
Office for at least 21 years, serving first under the leadership of former Levy County Property 
Appraiser Francis Akins, and then Barker. 
     Allen was promoted to exemptions manager when Barker took office, and that is the position he 
holds now. 
     Allen said his goal as property appraiser will be to make the office more accessible to the people of 
Levy County.  
     “Right now, we just go to Cedar Key and Inglis,” Allen said, “and take (applications) for homesteads 
(exemptions) a couple of days out of the year down there. But I would like to see the Property 
Appraiser’s Office come to Chiefland, as well as Cedar Key and Inglis, and provide that service for 
each and everyone in the county – especially our senior citizens.” 
     He said he knows some senior citizens have difficulty making a trip to the county seat of Bronson.    
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David Rogers 

 
 
     Rogers spoke quickly during his five-minute limit, and not all of the speech he read from his script 
in front of him was able to be easily understood. All of the candidates at that event on March 25 were 
experiencing their first appearance before a crowd. 
     Rogers mentioned he was the manager of the Piggly Wiggly before, as well as having worked in the 
Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office, The Florida Department of Corrections and the Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
     Like Allen, this 49-year-old man has been a lifelong resident of Levy County.  
     Rogers said he believes it is critical for a department leader to be knowledgeable about the office he 
leads. His work in other areas has helped him increase his ability to manage others and encourage 
strategic thinking, Rogers said. 
     Running the Property Appraiser’s Office, Rogers said, requires more than just the knowledge from 
that office. It requires a multitude of skills, working with people who have different personality traits, 
and having a work ethic and fierce drive to be certain to benefit the other people in the office and the 
citizens of Levy County, he said. 
     Determining the taxable value of all property in the county, Rogers said, is the duty of the Property 
Appraiser’s Office. Meeting the demand to achieve that, he added, is not possible by one person 
alone.  
     “It takes a team of not only knowledgeable people to accomplish these tasks,” Rogers said, “but a 
team of individuals who are confident in their abilities, and (who are) fit and capable of delivering the 
services required by our community.” 
     Rogers endorses the adoption of a public servant attitude to assure the mutual respect of property 
owners will be maintained. 
     Rogers worked in the Levy County Property Appraiser’s Office for nine years, he said. During that 
time, he answered questions, became familiar with all exemption forms, including the various 
agricultural classifications, and he became very familiar with Levy County property matters. 
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     By working in the Florida Department of Corrections and the LCSO after leaving the Property 
Appraiser’s Office, Rogers said he gained even more skill by working with people from all walks of life. 
     Eighteen years in law enforcement, Rogers said, instilled in him leadership skills and the heart of a 
public servant.  
     Rogers said Florida law spells out what must be done in Property Appraiser’s Office. He promises 
to follow the statutes, while maintaining a spirit of respect to solve property assessment needs.  
     Rogers promised to greet everyone as an equal, and to discuss issues. He will always keep an open 
door, he said. Likewise, Rogers said he intends to provide clear communication to all property 
owners. 
     Taxpayer dollars will be spent sparingly and county resources will not be misused, Rogers said. He 
said the office will show professionalism and it will relate to all cultures in the county. 
 

Jason Whistler 

 
 
     Whistler said he has been employed in the Property Appraiser’s Office for 22 years now. 
     In his many roles in the office, this 47-year-old man he has been involved with looking for changes 
in property value to see how those revisions affect value. He strives to assure the appraised taxable 
value is accurate and fair. 
     He looks at all residential construction permits.  
     Whistler has cross-trained to accept home exemption applications and other forms of tax relief that 
is allowed, such as for senior citizens who are below a certain financial threshold of annual household 
income. 
     Whistler keeps information about structures up to date. He has been responsible for inputting data. 
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He has analyzed trends in sale prices, construction costs, rentals and accessed the value of all 
property. 
     Whistler is a certified property value evaluator through the Florida Department of Revenue. 
     He worked at Walmart out of high school from 1992, until accepting his job at the Property 
Appraiser’s Office in 2000 under the leadership of former Property Appraiser Akins. 
     Whistler’s goals include providing the people of Levy County with the best customer service 
possible. He will always leave his door open and listen to the concerns of the people.  
     Whistler intends to help people through the homestead exemption process, and to help people with 
their agricultural classification needs.  
     Whistler said he goes to properties and sees on occasion that there are improvements that are no 
longer there.  
     “A barn may fall down,” Whistler said. “Sheds may not be there anymore. And people don’t think to 
let us know these improvements are not there. Meanwhile, they are continuing to pay taxes on 
improvements that are not there.” 
     Whistler said he has been down every single dirt road, and little trail in the county as he reviews 
properties. He mentioned that he has crossed paths with all sorts of people during his property 
appraisal duties. 
     Whistler was the first of the three to mention that he is thankful to work with the men who are 
currently seeking the same job via voters. 
     “I’m thankful for two opponents who I consider good friends,” Whistler said. “We will keep it clean. 
We’re not going into the gutters. We’re all friends. We’re all part of the same community. We all went 
to school together, and I’m thankful for David and James. 
     “I think we’ll make each other better,” Whistler continued, “through this process. And we’ll hold 
each other accountable.” 


