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Chiefland leaders talk about roads 
Parking on U.S. 19 may change 

 
City Commissioner Lewrissa Johns suggests naming a street after the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. This matter is set for more discussion at a future City Commission 
meeting. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland City Commission on Monday night (Feb. 28) spoke about naming 
a road to honor Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr., and they 
discussed other road 
matters and more. 

 
 
City 
Commissioner 
Norm Weaver 
looks at material 
during the Feb. 28 
meeting. 
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(from left) City Commissioner Rollin Hudson, City Commissioner Lance Hayes and 
Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones are seen during a part of the meeting when they were 
discussing city business on Feb. 28. 
 

 
City Attorney Norm D. Fugate speaks with the City Commission. 
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City Manager Laura Cain (left) and Deputy City Clerk Belinda Wilkerson take notes 
during the Feb. 28 meeting. Cain, who is the ex-officio city clerk for Chiefland, is also 
the supervisor of elections for municipal elections in Chiefland. She will be overseeing 
the April 5 election where Lance Hayes seeks reelection and Tim West seeks that same 
seat on the Chiefland City Commission. 
 
     They also spoke about a road being used by commercial trucks as the Circle-K construction, across 
the street from Chiefland High School continues. 
     City Commissioner Lewrissa Johns suggested naming the road where the late Mayor Betty Walker 
lived in honor of the slain civil rights leader. 
     King, an American Baptist minister was born Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia, and he was 
assassinated: April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. Johns said she was at a conference and was 
speaking with people, and the topic of streets named after the preacher were in almost every city.  
     There is no street in Chiefland named after Dr. King. 
     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones said Northwest 12th Drive, where Johns is speaking about naming 
the street, from the Post Office to State Road 320 West, Police Chief Scott Anderson said. 
     City Commissioner Lance Hayes said he had added his input to make it from State Road 345 
(Southwest Fourth Street) down Second Street, past the Post Office and then to SR 320 West. 
     Mayor Jones said it is his opinion that naming a street after Dr. King should have more of a 
background to the black community in Chiefland.  
     “To me, the south part of Chiefland has more of its roots in regard to Martin Luther King,” Mayor 
Jones said.  
     After more discussion, Commissioner Johns said she would reach out to more people in the city for 
their input on where to name the street after Dr. King. 
     Another road issue really may be settled when the dust settles on the construction of the new mega-
gas station and convenience store across U.S. Highway 19 from the high school. Right now, with no 
traffic coming onto the property from the highway, a back road is being used for the trucks building 
the business. After it is built, there will be a sign posted to show semi-trucks are not to exit from the 
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parking lot onto that road behind it. 
     Finally, in the road new from the meeting, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) plans 
to be conducting a meeting on March 22 from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
      The FDOT meeting is an Access Management Hybrid Public Hearing. It is scheduled to take place 
at the Chiefland FDOT office, 1801 S. Young Blvd. (U.S. Alt. 27). 
     The correspondence to the City Commission from the FDOT noted this public meeting will address 
resurfacing U.S. Highway 19. 
     Tracy Hisler-Pace, a public information person for this part of the FDOT, noted the invitation to 
the City Commission to the March 22 public meeting to discuss proposed improvements as part of the 
U.S. 19 milling and resurfacing project, currently scheduled to start the summer of 2023. 
     Proposed improvements include changes to the U.S. 19/Northwest 140th Street (Clyatt Road) 
intersection; changes to the U.S. 19/60th Avenue intersection and the removal of on-street parking in 
Chiefland to accommodate bike lanes. 
     If adopted, these improvements would promote safety for all road users along the corridor, Hisler-
Pace noted. 
     The meeting is scheduled to begin with an open house from 4:30 to 6 p.m., followed by a public 
comment period at 6 p.m. 
     Attendees who complete a speaker’s card will have the opportunity to make an oral statement that 
will become part of the public record. Persons wishing to submit written statements or other exhibits 
in place of or in addition to oral statements may do so at the meeting or by sending them to Alex Ruiz, 
5301 N.E. 39th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32609. 
     Exhibits or statements postmarked on or before April 1, 2022, will become part of the public 
record.  
 

Other Action 
     In other action, the Chiefland City Commission voted 5-0 to appoint Chiefland Police Chief Scott 
Anderson, Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris and Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean as the 2022 
Chiefland City Election Canvassing Board. 
     Anderson, Harris and Dean will serve during the counting of votes on April 5 after the city election. 

 


