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for state House and Senate start 
House and Senate districts change 

 
Brandon Peters tells people what he will do if sent to the Florida House of 
Representatives on behalf of the people in District 22, which includes Levy County, 
Gilchrist County and part of Alachua County. 
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     CHIEFLAND – One candidate for the Florida House of Representatives, District 22, race made 
an appearance in Levy County before a big crowd on Friday (March 25). 
      Brandon Peters (D-Williston) is seeking election to the Florida House of Representatives, District 
22. Eva Olysha Magruder (D-Ocala) and Charles "Chuck" Wesley Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry) are the 
only other candidates who have announced their intention to run for that office so far, according to 
records from the Florida Department of State Division of Elections as of Monday (March 28). 
     Florida House District 22 includes Levy County, Gilchrist County and part of Alachua County in the 
new redistricted map. 
     An Ocala address may be in District 22. The Florida Division of Elections is not very cooperative. 
Staff there say to look at the website. 
     Florida House of Representatives, District 21, now includes Dixie County, according to records 
from the Florida Department of State Division of Elections as of Monday (March 28). 
     The Florida House and Florida Senate made new districts based on populations recorded in the 
2020 United States Census. 
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BRANDON PETERS 
     Gracefully converting a coded phrase from a vulgar expression that was misheard by a broadcaster 
at a sporting event, Peters opened his presentation for the audience in Chiefland on March 25 with 
some humor. 
     “How could I not run?” Peters asked. “So many people were so nice to spend their own money to 
buy flags, and signs, cheering for me to run. Everywhere I drive in Florida, all I see is ‘Let’s Go 
Brandon!’” 
     Peters helped people understand that he is more than just a Democrat. He let the audience know he 
is a father, a brother, a son, and a husband. 
     “… a friend, a neighbor, a resident of Levy County, a native Floridian, but most of all a proud 
American,” Peters said as he introduced himself to the crowd at the Chiefland Neighborhood Task 
Force’s Meet and Greet Pep Rally on March 25. 
     “Somewhere down the list, long after that,” Peters continued, “yes, I happen to be a Democrat.” 
     Unlike some people who identify themselves only by their political party affiliation, Peters let 
listeners know this is not what defines him as a human being or as a man. 
     Peters said voters can expect certain things from him if they elect him to this seat in the Florida 
House of Representatives. 
     “I’m going to fight for the freedom of every single Floridian to be free, healthy, prosperous and 
safe,” Peters said. “You know, I watch what goes on in the Legislature – session after session. 
     “And it bothers me to know end that the small businesses don’t get a tax break,” Peters said. “But 
Walt Disney World, every single year, gets millions of dollars in tax breaks.” 
     Peters said he will work with anyone, regardless of their family name or political affiliation, will 
work with anyone for the good of the people of Florida. 
     As an example, Peters mentioned Gov. Ron DeSantis asked for six months of tax relief at the fuel 
pumps. The Florida Legislature gave the governor one month, Peters said. 
     If Peters had been a member of the House, then, he said, he would have gone with the governor’s 
request on that matter. 
     Meanwhile, Peters said, as the current Florida Legislature ignored the governor’s request, which 
would have helped small business interests, those legislators again gave Disney a huge tax break. 
     “What goes on in Tallahassee is nothing short of corruption, folks,” Peters told the people that 
Friday night. “I’m going to be one of these politicians that listens a lot more than he talks.” 
     Peters said he spoke with Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum to see what Peters could do to help 
law enforcement in this county if he is elected to the House. He heard the sheriff say the dispatch 
system needs improvement.  
     Peters said he sent the sheriff a story showing a company was granted $700 million to build a 
prison in Florida, and that prison will be operated by a private company rather than the Florida 
Department of Corrections. That company sent $200,000 to the two Florida senators who voted to 
make that happen, Peters said. 
     If the state can spend $700 million for a privately run prison, but the Florida Legislature can’t help 
assure a safe 9-1-1 dispatch system is provided in Levy County, then there is something wrong with 
the state government, Peters said. 
     As for another matter discussed March 25, Peters said he categorically opposes the proposed new 
toll roads in Florida, including the one that may cut through Levy County. 
     Peters said he does not want to defund the police. He wants to fund law enforcement, but he does 
want to defund the program to build those new toll roads. 
     “People don’t come to Florida to see our highways,” Peters said. “They come to Florida to see our 
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farms, and our beaches, and our rivers, and our waterfront shoreline, and enjoy the beauty and 
bounty that God has bestowed upon us.” 
     During the question and answer period, Peters was asked if he felt he could accomplish anything as 
one representative from a rural Florida County. 
     Peters said he sees himself as an optimist who can do anything, after listening to people to hear 
what they truly need. 
     “I believe in forging bipartisan consensus by working across the aisle,” Peters said. “We are one of 
many, many counties that have precious shoreline. And there are things that we can do, as one of the 
dozens of counties on the Florida coast, to avoid more oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, more oil 
drilling down in the Florida Straits.” 
     Peters said the people of Florida can accomplish great things if they understand the truth. 
     “And the truth is that there is far more that unites us as Americans than divides us, for any reason,” 
Peters said. “And so, yes (I can succeed in getting things done). My career as a mediator, my 30 years 
as an attorney has shown me how to listen, and how to work with others, even folks I might not 
initially agree with, to achieve great things. And this is what I will do as your representative in 
Tallahassee.”  
 

NEW MAPS FOR STATE SENATE 
      A candidate for State Senate, District 8, showed up for the event. However, Levy County is in 
Florida Senate, District 9. 
     The new maps for the Florida Senate show the state divided differently than before. The Florida 
House is divided differently as well. 
SENATE DISTRICT 9- Levy County 
     The redistrict map for the Florida Senate shows Levy County is in District 9. The only candidate 
listed as running there so far is W. Keith Perry (R-Gainesville). 
SENATE DISTRICT 3- Dixie City 
     The redistrict map for the Florida Senate shows Cross City is in District 3. The candidates in that 
race so far are Loranne Elizabeth Ausley (D-Tallahassee) and Virginia Fuller (R-Perry). 
SENATE DISTRICT 6- Gilchrist County 
     The redistrict map for the Florida Senate shows Gilchrist County is in District 6. The candidates in 
that race so far are Jennifer Bradley (R- Fleming Island); Tracie Davis (D-Jacksonville); Reggie 
Gaffney (D-Jacksonville); Binod Kumar (R-Jacksonville); and Brooklyn Owen (D-Jacksonville). 
 

QUALIFYING TIME 
     The actual dates for candidates in Florida county races or in the races for the Florida House of 
Representatives and the Florida Senate is noon on June 13 through noon on June 17. 
     The primary elections are on Aug. 23, and when there are only Democrats or Republicans running, 
that can be the date when the winner is decided. 
     The general election is in November. 


