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Candidate floats idea of city-owned garbage service 
Group hosts event for state, county and city candidates 

 
Pastor Lance Hayes welcomes everyone to the sanctuary of The Potter’s House Kingdom 

Ministries International Inc. in Chiefland on Friday night (March 25). Pastor Hayes has been 

the preacher there for the past 25 years. He is among the 14 candidates who spoke that night. 

Hayes is the incumbent Chiefland City Commission, Group 4, member. The other candidate in 

that municipal political race to be decided April 5 is Tim West, a Texas-born developer who 

moved here four years ago and has established a successful RV park in Chiefland. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 26, 2022 at 8:12 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – Chiefland City Commission candidate Tim West on Friday evening (March 25) said he is 

looking at creating a solid waste 

department for the city as a method for 

that municipality to make more money. 

 

Alice Monyei, a member of the 

Chiefland Neighborhood Task 

Force, welcomes everyone to the 

Meet and Greet Pep Rally on Friday 

night. She made everyone feel 

welcome and comfortable, 

including the political candidates 

who may have had that as their first 

exposure to a big crowd to promote 

themselves for election. 
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Michael Dockery, the leader of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force, welcomes everyone to 

the Meet and Greet Pep Rally on Friday night. He thanked all of the candidates, their 

supporters and everyone else in the audience for investing their time to spend together in civil 

discourse to see what the men and women had to say about reasons someone may vote for 

them. Dockery said he knows everyone could have spent this time elsewhere, and he was happy 

to see them choose this activity that night. 

 

 
Tim West looks over to Lance Hayes and thanks him for inviting West to this political pep rally. 
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Some of the food, 

snacks and drinks 

provided by the 

Chiefland 

Neighborhood Task 

Force for the Meet and 

Greet Pep Rally on 

Friday night is seen 

here. It seemed like a 

good time was had by 

all that evening in The 

Potter’s House of 

Chiefland. 

 

     West, who is running 

against incumbent 

Chiefland City 

Commissioner Lance Hayes 

is seeking to take that 

Group 4 position of the 

Chiefland City Commission 

in the April 5 election. 

     City Commissioner 

Hayes and candidate West 

were joined by other 

candidates who are seeking 

other state and county 

elected offices as they all 

spoke at a “Meet and Greet 

Pep Rally.” 

     On that Friday, from 6 to 8 p.m. at The Potter’s House Kingdom Ministries International Inc., 217 S.W. 

Hardee St., the ad hoc group known as the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force successfully hosted the Meet 

and Greet Pep Rally. 

      Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force Leader Michael Dockery served as the moderator for the program. 

     Dockery, a retired purchasing agent from the Florida Department of Transportation, is also a preacher who 

shares his sermons at a church in Live Oak (Suwannee County). 

     Alice Monyei, a member of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force, also spoke as well as helped bring this 

event to fruition. At the outset of the program, members of the Task Force stood for recognition. 

     The Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force provided snacks and drinks for all of the guests at this event. Pastor 

Hayes told visitors about places to find restrooms, and if anyone wanted to smoke, there was a place across the 

street in the parking lot for that, he said. 

     Hayes asked everyone to relax, listen to the candidates, meet others and make new contacts. Each candidate 

gave a five-minute speech and then they answered questions from the audience. 

     The following 14 candidates spoke to people and answered questions: Seeking election April 5 City 
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Commission candidates Hayes and West; Florida House of Representatives, District 22 candidate Brandon 

Peters (Williston-Dem.); Florida Senate, District 8 candidate Rodney Long (Gainesville-Dem.); Levy County 

Property Appraiser candidates (all Republicans) James Allen, David Rogers and Jason Whistler; Levy County 

Commission, District 3 candidate Desiree Mills (Republican); Levy County Commission, District 4 candidates 

(all Republicans) Charlene “Watson” Calvillo; Billy Hinote; Tim Hodge; and Laura Mott; and Levy County 

School Board, District 5 candidates Larry E. Jones and Devin Whitehurst. 

     After the April 5 election in the City of Chiefland for its City Commission, there will be primary elections in 

Levy County for people in various races. So far in the county elections, there are only Republican candidates, or 

non-partisan candidates in the School Board races. 

     If only Republicans run for office in Levy County, then both Democrats and Republicans can vote in the 

primary on Aug. 23, and that will be the single vote to decide those races. In years past, some Democrats 

missed the chance to choose between candidates because they did not pay enough attention to what was 

happening around them. 

     If a Democrat qualifies in the county races, then there will be the Republican primary winner versus the 

Democrat in November. If two or more Democrats qualify to run, then that political party, too, will have a 

primary election for the voters to choose their party’s candidate on Aug. 23 for the race in November. 

     This event on March 25 was the first of what may be a few such events; however, it may be “one and done” 

for a group of candidates. Certainly, the April 5 choice between two candidates will be completed by voters 

within the next two weeks or so. 

     Only residents of the City of Chiefland who are qualified voters can vote in that election on April 5 from 7 

a.m. to 7 p.m. in Chiefland City Hall. 

 

LANCE HAYES FOR CITY COMMISSION 

     Pastor Hayes was the first candidate to speak during the event. 

     He is the pastor at the very church where the gathering happened. 

     Both he and West previously have provided people with information about themselves as they answered 

questions posed by HardisonInk.com. 

     That March 13 article can be seen by clicking HERE. 

     Additional information beyond what Hayes earlier was that he grew up in Gainesville and moved to 

Chiefland 29 years ago. He has been married for the past 28 years, as of March 5. Hayes has been the pastor at 

The Potter’s House for 25 years. 

     His campaign them is “Bridging the Gap,” to bring everyone together. His platform includes social equality, 

community growth and development, and education. 

     Another new aspect he mentioned Friday night was his plan to work toward the construction of a new Youth 

Community Center for Chiefland. 

     Also, beyond what is in the previous story, Hayes mentioned his work on the City Commission to have speed 

bumps established for neighborhood traffic safety, and streetlights installed where it is too dark at night. 

 

TIM WEST FOR CITY COMMISSION 

     As mentioned above, West also answered questions which are published in that previous story. 

     His presentation Friday night included some new aspects of note about him. 

     West described himself as a developer, who moved to Chiefland four years ago. He is a member of the Rotary 

Club and the local Chamber.  

     West said that when he first ran for election, and won that tie election by drawing straws, he did not seek the 

position to help him develop the RV park he manages. 

     West said his vision for the city is to increase the available housing. Finding a place to live in the city, he 

said, is exceedingly difficult right now because there are only so many structures and there is a higher demand 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2022/03/3-13-22-lance-hayes-and-tim-west-say-why-to-vote-for-them-in-the-april-5.pdf
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than the market can provide right now. 

     West was a little bit scattered in his delivery. He mentioned that some people say the RV park does not 

contribute to the ad valorem property tax, but he noted this year Strawberry Fields 4 RV’ers paid about 

$93,000 in property taxes. 

     West said there 900 or so people who live there during the peak of season, and they need infrastructure such 

as garbage collection and other services, just like the other people in the city. 

     As a developer, West would like the city to relax on building permits. Likewise, he is not one who favors 

impact fees. 

     Although the city election is non-partisan, West stressed that he is a Republican.  

     “I think we could use this million dollars, grant money, COVID-money they’re calling it, to maybe start a 

trash (collection) solid waste service for the city,” West said, “instead of outsourcing it to another company. 

     “Just like Waste Pro gets a lot of money (from that service),” West said, “I think the city should benefit from 

that income and that could help our, help us have some money to spend in other places like parks, and 

infrastructure and stuff.” 

     When he was asked about this idea, West said a garbage truck would cost about $500,000. He was not 

specific on how many more employees would be required to assure reliable garbage collection service in the 

city. 

     West, also, could not say if the revenue potentially gained beyond the capital costs, maintenance and 

operations costs of the garbage collection services, if it did turn a profit, if that money could be used for parks, 

or if the money would have to be used for solid waste activities. 

     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Stories and photos from this event with the 12 other candidates who spoke are 

planned to be published in the future. Candidates who were unable to attend, and candidates who did not yet 

announce their intention to run as of this March 25 event in Chiefland will be interviewed as best as possible as 

well. The same will be true for all of the candidates in Dixie County and Gilchrist County who are running in 

the primaries of August and the general election in November. 


