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SRF champions sell for high prices 

 
 

Williston 
Sr. FFA 
member 
Rance 
Moxley 
shows off 
his grand 
champion 
reserve hog. 
He is 
pictured 
with the 
buyers. 
 
 

Story and Photos  
By Terry Witt 
HardisonInk Correspondent © March 24, 2022 at 12:12 p.m. 
     FANNING SPRINGS -- The 70th Annual Suwannee River Fair  (SRF) Youth 
Livestock Show and Sale wrapped up Wednesday (March 23) with market steers, feeder 
steers, hogs and goats bringing big prices in the sale ring. 
 

  

 
Kountry Kids 
4-H Club 
member 
Raegann 
Jerrels is 
shown with 
her grand 
champion fat 
steer and the 
buyers who 
purchased it. 
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Caraline Jerrels of Wekiva Run 4-H Club exhibits her grand champion 
feeder steer along with the buyers. 
 
 

 

 

 
Aubrie Blair of 
County Lines 4-
H Club is 
shown with her 
grand 
champion 
wether and its 
buyers. 
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Chiefland Sr. FFA member Kayla Branch is shown with the homegrown 
champion feeder steer and its buyers. 
 

 
Trenton Beaty of Trenton Sr. FFA shows his reserve champion hog and its 
buyers. 
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Trenton Sr. FFA member Harleigh Rucker displays her reserve champion 
fat steer with its buyers. 
 
 

 
Jaci Beauchamp displays her reserve champion feeder steer with its buyers. 
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Raya Timmons of County Line 4-H Club shows off her reserve champion 
wether with its buyers. 
 

 
Linden Teague of Trenton Middle FFA displays her reserve champion 
homegrown steer with its buyers. 
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Charlee Hinds and Avery Sache of Trenton Sr. FFA wait their turn to appear 
in the show ring without their animals. 
 

 
Exhibitors who weren't reserve or grand reserve stood behind cutouts of 
animals as their exhibits were sold, and they posed with them for photo 
opportunities. 
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     Held in the pavilion in the City of Fanning Springs, the event included some prices 
that were eye-popping. Youth exhibitors from Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties 
participated in the fair. 
     Williston FFA Senior Chapter member Rance Moxley sold his 280-pound grand 
champion pig for $32 per pound. 
     Kountry Kids 4-H club member Reagann Jerrels sold her 1,339-pound grand 
champion fat steer for $14.50 per pound. 
     The grand champion feeder steer, exhibited by Caroline Jerrels of Wekiva Run 4-H 
club brought $15 per pound. 
     Fair President Loran Brookins said he anticipated the fair this year would generate 
more than $1 million from the sale of the market animals. He said the final sale total 
wouldn’t be known until early next week. 
     In the modern era of the fair, some buyers prefer to “add on” bids after the animals 
are sold. They sometimes bid up the price of an animal by a dollar or two if the animal 
didn’t bring the average per pound price. The add-on bidding lengthens the time it takes 
to tally the grand total from the sale. 
     In the old days, the fair association required bidders to be present on sale-day, but 
Brookins said the exhibitors often lost a lot of money because of that rule. He said some 
buyers don’t want to be present on sale day for their own reasons. The buyers who aren’t 
present at the sale ring drive up the price of animals. 
     All the reserve and grand champions sold for big prices. 
     Aubrie Blair of County Line 4-H Club sold her wether goat for $30 per pound. A 
wether is a sterilized male goat. The wethers are meat goats that are highly prized in the 
Miami market, Brookins said. 
      “We have more people wanting to buy goats than steers,” Brookins said. 
     The homegrown champion feeder steer exhibited by Kayla Branch of Chiefland FFA 
sold for $7.50 per pound. 
     Trenton Beaty of Trenton Senior FFA sold his reserve champion pig for $25.50. 
     Harleigh Rucker of Trenton Senior FFA sold her reserve champion fat steer for 
$15.50 per pound. 
     Jaci Beauchamp of Old Town Natives 4-H Club sold her reserve champion feeder 
steer for $16 per pound. 
     Raya Timmons of County Line 4-H Club sold her reserve champion wether goat for 
$24 per pound. 
     Linden Teague of Trenton Middle FFA sold her homegrown reserve champion fat 
steer for $3.50 per pound. 
     Abby Locke of Wekiva Run 4-H Club sold her reserve champion homegrown feeder 
steer for $5 per pound. 
     A few years ago, the fair began the practice of selling all the market animals that 
weren’t champions in a different way. The exhibitors appear without their animals in the 
show ring. They stand in the sale ring behind a cutout of a steer, a hog or a wether. The 
show moves along much faster. 
     Brookins said some parents complained about their children not being able to exhibit 
their animals in the show ring, but his response was to offer the parents an opportunity 
to push pigs to the show ring or lead steers to the ring on sale day. 
     He said it takes a lot of volunteers to do those jobs and it takes a lot more time. Pigs 
can’t be led to the ring, by the way. They are guided with hog boards. They often grow 
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tired from the walk and lie down to rest, or perhaps just to be stubborn. 
     He said exhibitors appearing alone in the sale ring is less stressful on the animals. He 
said the exhibitors don’t have to push their hogs out of their pens and guide them to the 
sale ring and the steers can be left tied in their holding area. 
      “It simplifies it a lot,” he said. 
     With the formre method, the hogs often were squealing as they were brought up to 
the sale ring, making the sale ring much louder than it is now. It’s still a noisy sale ring, 
even without the hogs squealing. 
     Brookins was hoping to finish the sale before an expected storm arrived on 
Wednesday. The storm was forecast to bring hail and heavy rains.  
     Most people probably didn’t notice the increased number of deputy sheriffs at the 
fair. On Wednesday, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum had five deputies at the sale 
and Gilchrist County had three deputies walking the fair grounds.  
     McCallum said Gilchrist County is investigating bomb threats aimed at schools last 
week. Sheriff McCallum said he had talked to Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
about the bomb threats and they both decided to have a bigger presence at the fair to 
head off trouble or to be able to respond if there was trouble. 
      “We haven’t had any threats since school was out (for spring break) but as a 
precaution, we decided to have a presence in case something did go wrong,” McCallum 
said. 
     One official at the fair said in addition to the bomb threats directed at Gilchrist 
County schools, one caller threatened to shoot children. Bomb sniffing dogs were 
reportedly brought from Alachua County to Gilchrist County shortly after the threats 
were called in in an attempt to find the bombs, if there were any. 
     McCallum said threats of this nature are always taken seriously and investigated. The 
search for the bomb threat caller is ongoing, and there is a $5,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and conviction of that bomb scare culprit, as noted in a 
story published previously in HardisonInk.com. 


