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Horse memorialized as part 
of battle against slum and blight 
Evening of stars shine despite rain 

 
(from left) Ronald Jackson, 
65, of Ocala, the son of the 
late Jack Jackson, who was 
the groom for Foolish 
Pleasure, is joined by retired 
jockey Jacinto Vasquez of 
Ocala, who rode Foolish 
Pleasure to win the 1975 
Kentucky Derby and artist 
Linda Ballantine Brown of 
Morriston, who is the artist 
who painted the horse 
statue, as her 11th horse 
being painted on public 
display, pause for a photo 
opportunity when 
requested. 
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     WILLISTON – Sometimes seen as an Ocala or Gainesville suburb, the City of Williston heralded 
one of its own Wednesday evening (March 23) with a program to celebrate the birthday of a former 
Williston equine star. 

In this video, musician Carrie Helms performs 
the song Call To The Post. The young lady, a 
junior at Willison Middle High School, is the 
drum major of the school band. During the 
celebration Thursday evening, she also 
played Reveille and The Star-Spangled 
Banner. Helms was among the stars of the 
evening. CLICK ON THE PHOTO to see and 
hear Helms perform the short song that 
announces the preparation to start a 
horserace. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrnZQf8VZc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrnZQf8VZc4
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In this second still shot, musician Carrie Helms performs. She and two other WMHS 
Band members attended the celebration, as did the school’s band director and music 
teacher. All three young people and their teacher came to help celebrate this event, 
even though they are on spring break from school. 
 

 
Ben Wessels of Morriston, who has had a career in the business of horseracing, serves 
as emcee as (from left) Ronald Jackson, retired jockey Jacinto Vasquez, and artist 
Linda Ballantine Brown, sit at the head table. The artist is wearing a hat similar to the 
type some women wear during the Kentucky Derby. A number of other women in 
attendance were similarly adorned with the headgear that evening in Williston. 
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Brandon Peters of Levy 
County, a Democrat 
running for the newly 
designated Florida 
House of 
Representatives District 
22 (Levy County, 
Gilchrist County and 
portions of Alachua 
County), is joined by 
Stacey Peters, his wife, 
at the event. There was 
at least one other 
candidates at the event, 
Charlene ‘Watson’ 
Calvillo, a Republican 
candidate in the race for 
Levy County 
Commission, District 4. 

 

 
In this HardisonInk.com archived photo of the statue of Foolish Pleasure, taken Feb. 22 
in Williston City Hall, it is seen before being put off the ground at Heritage Park. The 
reason to put it more in the air is to reduce the odds of someone taking a foolish risk by 
climbing on it, and possibly damaging it or hurting themselves. The statue is hollow. 
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     There were stars galore that early Wednesday evening, even though the weather did not let the 
nearest astronomical star – the sun -- to shine. In fact, rainclouds blocked a significant amount of 
sunlight. 
     Nevertheless, the story about an American bay Thoroughbred racehorse who was a winner in his 
lifetime, and the most recent work of people appointed to the Williston Community Redevelopment 
Agency by elected City Council members, as the CRA strives to overcome blight and slum conditions 
in the easternmost municipality of Levy County, brought out the stars in Williston. 
     A previous Williston City Council in 1975 adopted a resolution by a previous mayor to declare the 
horse Foolish Pleasure (March 23, 1972- Nov. 17, 1994) as an honorary citizen of Williston. 
     During this 2022 celebration and dedication, the audience even sang the song Happy Birthday To 
You for that horse of yesteryear. 
     On what would have been the American bay Thoroughbred racehorse’s 50th birthday, the City of 
Williston and the Williston Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) presented a celebration and 
dedication ceremony by promoting the placement of a statue of the horse in Heritage Park (also 
known as Linear Park), which is the home of the Dr. Kenneth A. Schwiebert Pavilion. 
     Dr. Schwiebert, a retired dentist, is the vice chairman of the CRA. He and CRA Chairman Nick 
Williams, CRA Treasurer Jonathan Lewis, and CRA members Art Konstantino and Mike Langston 
were recognized by Ben Wessels of Morriston as Wessels served as master of ceremonies for the 
program Thursday night. 
     While growing up in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, South America, Wessels was surrounded by horses on 
his parents’ farm. The man who is now 68 years old, moved to the Chicago suburbs in 1981 to become 
a professional horse racing judge at Maywood’s Balmoral Park. 
     Weston’s professional career in horseracing, though, is not what he wanted to focus on for the 
program on Wednesday evening, he said in a pre-ceremony with HardisonInk.com as he pointed to 
other stars of the night. 
     The one young performing artist of the night was Carrie Helms, a junior at Williston Middle High 
School. She is the drum major of the WMHS Band. She played Reveille on trumpet to call people’s 
attention to the start of the program. 
     Trumpeter Helms then performed Call To The Post, as she helped paint an audio picture of the 
racetrack scene.  
     Helms opened the program by performing The Star-Spangled Banner, which was followed by 
everyone saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     Williston CRA member Konstantino read the proclamation adopted by the 1975 Williston City 
Council honoring Foolish Pleasure, which was the horse that won the 1975 Kentucky Derby. 
     That proclamation declared Foolish Pleasure to be “an honorary citizen” of Williston. 
     Also recognized by Wessels at the outset of the program Thursday were the Williston elected 
officials. Mayor Jerry Robinson, Mayor-Elect Charles Goodman, City Council President Debra Jones, 
City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson, City Councilwoman Darfeness “Dot” Hinds, 
Councilman Elihu Ross, City Councilman Michael Cox and City Councilman-Elect William Zachary 
“Zach” Bullock as they were asked to stand and be recognized that night. 
     All of the CRA members stood to be recognized as well. 
     Among the many stars other than the elected officials, appointed officials, the horse and the statue 
that evening was none other than Jacinto Vasquez, 78, of the Golden Hills Country Club of Ocala. 
     Vasquez, the jockey who rode Foolish Pleasure to win the 1975 Kentucky Derby, was among the few 
honored guests at the head table. 
     Vasquez, who enjoys recreational golf in his neighborhood at the country club has retired as a 
jockey. Yet, he still rides and trains horses. In fact, he rode six different horses in Ocala on the day 
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before the evening of the ceremony. The weather in Ocala was OK for equine activities earlier on that 
day. 
     Under the shelter of the pavilion created by the CRA in its battle to overcome the slum and blight of 
certain parts of Williston, for which the CRA is funded by tax dollars, the members of the various 
forms of stardom as well as all of the other audience members stayed dry. 
     Just as Foolish Pleasure is a particularly honored horse, Vasquez is a distinctly honored former 
jockey. Born in Panama, Central America, on Jan. 4, 1944, he moved to New York in 1960 at the age of 
16 after his first year as a winning jockey in Panama when he was 15 years old. 
     The storied career of this retired professional jockey includes him competing in 37,392 races of 
which he was the winning rider in more than 5,000 of them, Wessels said during the hourlong 
program. 
     Vasquez spoke with people during the ceremony as he answered questions from audience 
members. He said Foolish Pleasure was “a gutsy horse.” In conclusion, he thanked everyone for 
inviting him to the celebration, and he reminded everyone that he is glad to have moved to the United 
States from Panama as a 16-year-old, some 62 years ago. 
     “You can’t beat this country for anything,” the multiple award-winning retired jockey said. 
     Another professional in the horseracing industry also came from Ocala for this special occasion 
Thursday evening. Ronald Jackson, 65, is the son of the late Jack Jackson, who was the groom for 
Foolish Pleasure when Vasquez rode the winning horse at the 1975 Kentucky Derby. 
     Ronald Jackson himself, like his father, is a groom with winning honors and he still works in the 
equine industry as a groom. 
     Another star of the day of honoring the horse with a statue was Linda Ballantine Brown, the artist 
who painted the horse statue. Painted horse statues in Ocala are among that city’s tourist attractions. 
The Foolish Pleasure project was the 11th horse this artist painted, she said in a pre-ceremony 
interview with HardisonInk.com. And this monument is in Williston. 
     During the program emceed by Wessels, there was information shared about another horse who is 
oft-times linked in horseracing history with Foolish Pleasure. In The Great Match Race at Belmont 
Park, Ruffian and Foolish Pleasure made their marks in history in a sad story that ended tragically for 
Ruffian. 
     As for Vasquez, he rode two Kentucky Derby winners, Foolish Pleasure in 1975 and the filly 
Genuine Risk in 1980. He was the regular jockey for the champion filly Ruffian. 
     During his career, Vasquez was the only jockey to defeat the most-renowned horse Secretariat 
three times: in the Wood Memorial with Angle Light; in the Whitney Handicap aboard Onion; and in 
Secretariat's maiden race aboard Quebec. 
    And in 1975, Vasquez was the regular jockey for both Kentucky Derby winner Foolish Pleasure and 
Triple Tiara winner Ruffian. When "The Great match race" was set on July 6, 1975, between the two 
horses – Foolish Pleasure and Ruffian -- was arranged, Vasquez chose to ride Ruffian, leaving Foolish 
Pleasure for Braulio Baeza as the jockey for the Williston horse. 
     When Vasquez retired from being a jockey in 1996, he was 15th on the all-time wins list for jockeys. 
He was elected to the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame in 1998 and the Calder Hall of 
Fame in 1999. 
     As for the Williston CRA, its goal is to revitalize business and residential sections within the 
downtown area. By suggesting improvements intended to preserve and enhance downtown Williston, 
the CRA envisions a town that is visually attractive and welcoming to visitors and those who live in 
the surrounding countryside. 
     The CRA plan will ensure the safety and enjoyment of all pedestrians, motorists and bicyclists, 
while at the same time maintaining a town of diversity and interest. 
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     There were a few sponsors, emcee Wessels mentioned for the statue and the program of the 
evening. David Stephens, vice president of sales and operations of Seminole Feed; Helen Barbazon of 
Morriston, the president and chief executive officer of the Florida Parade of Retired Equine 
Champions Inc.; and James E. Fender, owner of Absolute Auto Body were mentioned for their roles in 
the success of the horse statue venture. 
     Also, Sarah Whitehurst of Landmark Landscaping & Design LLC, was thanked for her planning of 
the whole scene that honors Foolish Pleasure. 
     Morriston Baptist Church Pastor Don Meadows provided the closing prayer for the event, and he 
shared a bit of a sermon to show listeners some insight about Jesus Christ. 
     The agenda for the program switched a little bit because the dedication of the statue was delayed 
while the emcee waited for the rain to subside more. 
     After the rain subsided, a group of the participants stood in front of the statue for photo 
opportunities. 


