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FDOT may fix dangerous intersection 
LARC faces dire scenario 

 
Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald responds 
on Tuesday morning to a public comment submitted to the County 
Commission from an Inglis area resident. Heavy wind in Inglis brought 
down some trees, and there was a tornado that hit in Ocala. MacDonald said 
the stormy event this past weekend in Inglis resulted in residents coming 
out with chainsaws and other equipment to clear roads before the Levy 
County Road Department arrived. Also present there and then were Inglis 
Fire Rescue, Levy County Department of Public Safety and the Levy County 
Sheriff's Office. MacDonald said that with the public roads cleared, he let 
the Levy County Road Department know that it was not needed for that. 
County equipment and employees, he added, cannot work on private 
property except in certain actual urgent emergency circumstances due to 
liability and other concerns. In this instance, the Road Department came on 
Monday to remove debris from the sides of roads, he said, where area 
residents had placed it after clearing the roads. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 23, 2022 at 3:12 p.m. 
     BRONSON – People speaking with the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners Tuesday morning (March 22) shared information about U.S. Highway 
19, and on one of the many other separate matters, a special facility in the Town of Otter 
Creek -- LARC. 
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The four current Levy County Commission members (from left) 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks, Commission Chairman Rock Meeks, 
Commissioner John Meeks and Commissioner Matt Brooks prepare early 
in the meeting Tuesday (March 22) to take care of county government 
business. The seat for the late County Commissioner Mike Joyner (Oct. 3, 
1950-Aug. 4, 2021) remains vacant because Gov. Ron DeSantis has not filled 
it by an appointment. There are two candidates already running for the 
office so far. Clifton Harrell (Republican) and Desiree Mills (Republican) 
are competing in the November election for Levy County Commission, 
District 3, according to records. Qualifying is this summer for county 
elections. Other candidates may show up. 
 
 
Florida 
Department of 
Transportation 
(FDOT) Roadway 
Design Project 
Engineer Ryan 
Asmus takes time 
during the ‘Public 
Comments’ part of 
the Levy County 
Commission 
agenda to speak 
about FDOT 
projects. Levy 
County and 
Gilchrist County commissioners have this ‘Public Comments’ section near 
the start and finish of their regular twice-monthly meetings. The Dixie 
County Board of County Commissioners has it only at the end of its agenda 
for the twice-monthly regular meetings, which are usually held in Cross City 
but are in Old Town on occasion. 
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Levy County Attorney Nicolle M. Shalley sits to the left in this picture as 
Diane Garth of Morriston holds up a document during the public comments 
part of the County Commission meeting Tuesday. Attorney Shalley had just 
reminded the County Commission that a public hearing was set for the 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) to be known as Black Prong Equestrian 
Village for later in that very meeting, and people could comment then. 
Garth said she wanted to speak about light pollution and other issues from 
a storage area under development in the same general area of Levy County, 
although she said she would be commenting on the PUD during that public 
hearing, too. 
 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum speaks to the County Commission. 
His requests for County Commission approval on two grant applications 
both met with a 4-0 vote of approval. 
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Levy County Acting Property Appraiser Randy Rutter speaks to the County 
Commission. Rutter has been leading the Levy County Property Appraiser’s 
Office since the death of Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn ‘Oz’ 
Barker (Dec. 24, 1964-Aug. 29, 2021). The position remains vacant because 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has not filled it by an appointment. There are three 
candidates so far who are seeking election in November to that office, given 
the governor does not appoint someone. They are James Allen 
(Republican), David Rogers (Republican) and Jason Whistler (Republican), 
according to records. Between now and when a new property appraiser 
takes office in January of 2023, Rutter will continue to lead the office. It is 
currently short-staffed by three people, he said. Rutter checked with every 
possible resource, and he found there was enough money in the budget for 
him to be paid as the property appraiser. The County Commission does not 
have power to rule on this matter. However, at his request, the County 
Commission voted 4-0 to approve his request for an increase in pay 
commiserate with the duties he had to accept after the untimely death of 
Property Appraiser Barker. 
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The executive director and officers of the Board of Directors of the Levy 
County Association for Retarded Citizens (LARC) share information with 
the County Commission. Seen here are (from left) LARC President Randy 
Stefanelli, Secretary Betty Jean Seamon, Treasurer Charles ‘Charlie’ Smith 
and (at the podium) LARC Executive Director Lisa Daniels. 
 

 
Levy County Construction and Maintenance Director Jimmy Jones explains 
why the LARC facility is beyond repair. 
 
     In other action Tuesday morning, the County Commission gave its four-member 
blessing to an increase in salary for a county employee in another constitutional officer’s 
service; as well as quickly agreeing to action needed by the Levy County Sheriff’s Office. 
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     Beyond that, the four commissioners heard from the general public; they took actions 
relevant to the county’s extensive road system; they conducted public hearings for 
planning and zoning; they decided on a bid process revision to buy a truck; and more.  
     During the public comments part of the meeting at the beginning, and there is 
another opportunity for public comments at the end of these meetings, Maria Wise of 
Morriston said she wants the County Commission to include more of a mandate for a 
crossing for horses and people in the Planned Unit Development (PUD) to be known as 
Black Prong Equestrian Village. 
     When the traffic counts justify it, part of this PUD will be a signaled crossing on Levy 
County Road 337 at that development. 
     “They (developers) agreed to it,” she said. “They said it would be OK. But my concern 
is that if we keep it as a handshake agreement and it’s not part of the PUD (written and 
documented) requirements, that if that property is sold, that handshake agreement goes 
away.” 
     Wise said she is certain that if traffic counts were conducted during peak periods of 
the year, rather than in the hot summers when many people leave Florida, then the 
traffic count would show that crossing for people and horses is needed sooner rather 
than later. 
     Soon after Wise made her request, Levy County Attorney Nicolle M. Shalley said the 
County Commission has a public hearing set for that PUD and people could comment 
then rather than during the public comments period at the start of the meeting. 
     Diane Garth of Morrison then went to the podium. Garth said some of her comments 
will be about the PUD later, but first she wanted to have the County Commission know 
her concerns about another development in the same area of the county. 
     The Black Prong Mini Storage Units, Garth said, is a construction project approved 
for a commercial node of 9.5 acres, but she is seeing that commercial use area now 
includes 11.72 acres. She considers this irregularity in the documents, which shows no 
meeting to justify the expansion, to deserve attention. 
     County officials told Garth, she said, that the county was understaffed and that is why 
some issues with zoning and building have gone unmonitored. Garth said the county 
needs to hire a full-time employee, especially for this PUD to be monitored properly by 
the county government. 
     The septic system outlined and approved at the mini-storage units, she said, shows 
changes made in the field. That revision, she added, never went to the Florida 
Department of Health (FDOH) for approval. 
     “That’s very irregular,” Garth said. “When you folks as a board are approving a 
project, you approve a plan. You don’t think you should have to monitor every step of 
the plan to make sure it’s being done in compliance with the plan itself.” 
      Garth said she spoke with FDOH Environmental Health Director Wesley Asbell 
about it, and he told her he has no documentation of the revisions away from the plan. 
     Garth continued with her points about the mini-storage units not complying with 
what was supposed to happen as that commercial venture is being developed.  
     The mini storage units are producing “a tremendous amount of light pollution,” she 
said, and this affects her quality of life in a detrimental manner as she is a neighbor to 
that development. 
     The County Commission heard her comments. 
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FDOT Shares Updates 
     Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Roadway Design Project Engineer at 
Ryan Asmus gave an update during the first ‘public comments’ part of the March 22 
meeting, about information-gathering for one stretch of U.S. Highway 19. 
     Asmus also spoke about a public meeting slated for that night at the FDOT 
Maintenance Office in Chiefland regarding a different U.S. 19 section; and he responded 
to a question about Gov. Ron DeSantis’ so-far failed MCORES toll road venture 
potentially running through Levy County. 
     Asmus said the three public meetings in February to kick off the improved free flow 
of traffic through northern Citrus County and part of Levy County brought significant 
response from the public. 
     The FDOT’s kick off meetings for the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) 
study to consider improvements to U.S. 19 between Red Level and Northwest 140th 
Street in Chiefland, Asmus said, brought out more than 220 people. 
     The FDOT received 82 written comments, he added, about this project.  
     FDOT staff members involved with this project, he said, are in the initial stages of 
gathering data to move forward with the study of that stretch of highway for potential 
future development. They are inventorying culverts condition and age. They are 
collecting traffic flow information. 
     “There’re no lines on maps (to show revisions in U.S. 19 routing),” Asmus said. “We 
are just collecting information as part of the process, and it does take some time.” 
     This project will seek to create and maintain a free flow design for traffic on U.S. 19 
through that part of the highway. 
     The public meeting in Chiefland on that night (Tuesday, March 22) is for a 
resurfacing project. 
     One potential improvement for safety on that project would be the change at the 
intersection north of Northwest 20th Street (Levy County Road 420 East) (Next to 
Walgreen’s Drug Store), where Northwest 60th Avenue crosses U.S. 19 at an angle that 
makes it difficult for drivers to see each other. 
     Fixing that flawed design for safety at that one intersection of U.S. 19 in north 
Chiefland as well as paving plans on U.S. 19 in that area was set for discussion at the 
FDOT office in Chiefland Tuesday night. 
     As for Asmus answering a question from the County Commission about MCORES, he 
recommended people look on the Internet. 
     The Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (MCORES) program was, 
according to the state government, intended to revitalize rural communities, encourage 
job creation and provide regional connectivity while leveraging technology, enhancing 
the quality of life and public safety, and protecting the environment and natural 
resources. The program was signed into law by Gov. Ron DeSantis on May 17, 2019. 
      There are supposedly some future public hearings to be set in Levy County, but 
FDOT has not sent any notice to HardisonInk.com yet about those alleged future 
MCORES public hearings. 
 

LARC Structure Beyond Repair 
     The main structure in the Town of Otter Creek providing a place for services to help 
clients at the Levy County Association For Retarded Citizens (LARC), like the Levy 
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County Government Complex in Bronson, once served as a school. 
     Both built in 1930, the Otter Creek School was essentially abandoned by the Levy 
County School Board in the 1960s for use and hence was not maintained by that Levy 
County government entity, according to what was shared at the regular County 
Commission meeting Tuesday. 
     Meanwhile, the former Bronson High School’s buildings were active into the early 
21st century and continued being maintained. They were most recently restored to the 
point of use by the Levy County Commission, the Levy County Tax Collector and the 
Levy County Property Appraiser. 
     LARC Executive Director Lisa Daniels and officers of the LARC Board of Directors -- 
President Randy Stefanelli, Secretary Betty Jean Seamon and Treasurer Charles 
‘Charlie’ Smith – appeared before the County Commission to seek help. 
     County Maintenance and Construction Director Jimmy Jones reviewed the LARC 
structures. What was once about 10,000 square-feet of space that could be used to help 
the clients has been reduced to about 3,000 square-feet now, he said. 
     There are significant structural problems that would cost more to repair than to 
completely rebuild, even at today’s construction costs, Jones said. 
     The 23 clients, with five more on a waiting list, need a place to safely learn what they 
can to live in today’s world. 
     The County Commission discussed options, including moving the clients to some 
place in Bronson or Chiefland. Current LARC clients come from the City of Fanning 
Springs, Williston, the Morriston community, Cross City (Dixie County) and Newberry 
(Alachua County). 
     The potential to sell the current property may have an issue, because it may have a 
clause to revert that property so that it becomes the possession of the Levy County 
School District if LARC abandons it. 
     It had been the Otter Creek School prior to the 1960s, when that school closed. 
     Commissioner John Meeks said he had spoken with Levy County Superintendent of 
Schools Chris Cowart about the LARC facility, but he has heard no clear reply, yet, 
including about using Hill Top School resources in Bronson. 
     Commissioner Meeks said the dire necessity of LARC needs to be met or LARC will 
not exist anymore. While noting this is not a Levy County government facility, Meeks 
sees the need by the government to help that not-for-profit entity, which assists families 
who have those special needs. 
     The County Commission said it plans to have a workshop to discuss LARC and what 
it can do to help. A date, time and place for the workshop may be scheduled as early as 
some time after the April 5 County Commission meeting. 

 


