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Gilchrist County buys ad to promote 
economic opportunity 
County to install speed humps 
County buys two more vehicles 

 
Gilchrist County 
Clerk Todd 
Newton looks at 
a booklet of land 
development 
regulations for 
Gilchrist County 
just before the 
start of the 
County 
Commission’s 
regular twice-
monthly 
meeting. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 22, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     TRENTON – With nothing more than the name of a magazine on the agenda, the 
Gilchrist County Commission on Thursday evening (March 21) voted 5-0 to spend 
$7,500 on a one-issue ad in a magazine published by the Tampa Bay Times. 
  

Gilchrist 
County 
Emergency 
Management 
Director Ralph 
Smith (left) 
and Gilchrist 
County Tourist 
Development 
Council 
Director 
Donna 
Creamer are 
scheduled to 
share driving 

privileges of the 2021 Dodge Ram pickup truck the County Commission 
agreed to buy. The cost for the vehicle is split 50-50 between Emergency 
Management and Tourist Development. 
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Gilchrist County Finance Director Richard Romans is seen in the meeting 
on Thursday. He agreed that the county paying $7,500 for a one-time 
magazine ad from the tourist development budget for an economic 
development ad was permissible, because the county has no budget for 
economic development. The money will be reimbursed to the county from a 
grant for economic development, given that it is for one ad in a special issue 
of Florida Trend, according to what was said at the meeting. Hence, the 
county is getting a free ad in a relatively good glossy magazine. 
 
     Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby and Administrative Assistant Donna 
Creamer were quickly able to sell the idea of buying the ad in Florida Trend magazine 
for a “special issue” of that magazine that will promote economic development in rural 
Florida. 
     This two-page ad spread normally costs $15,000, Creamer said. 
     Even better than the half-priced deal, Crosby and Creamer explained that the county 
will pay zero dollars for this ad that is funded with a grant for economic development. 
The grant, however, must be used exclusively for payment of that ad in that “special 
issue” of that magazine. 
     Beyond that ad promotion expected to run in June, which is not a high traffic month 
in Florida, there were other actions to help growth in Gilchrist County. 
     The meeting Thursday included a key element of business and residential growth as 
Gilchrist County Attorney D.M “Duke” Lang Jr. spent at least a half hour starting the 
County Commission members – County Commission Chairman William “Bill” Martin, 
Vice Chairman Darrell Smith, and county commissioners Sharon Akins Langford, 
Kenrick Thomas and Marion Poitevint – through a series of workshops for the review 
and potential amendment of land development regulations. 
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     The history of land development regulations in Gilchrist County goes back to 1993, 
with amendments in 2007, and then more recently, extensive improvements and 
adoption of the comprehensive growth management plan for Gilchrist County last year. 
     Attorney Lang said about three-quarters of Gilchrist County is agricultural, which is 
itself a money-generating enterprise. Casual observers may see agriculture, tourism and 
government jobs as three key economic engines in Gilchrist County. 
     As he helped the County Commission come to terms with land development 
regulations, County Attorney Lang said commercial and industrial development, is 
primarily along main arterial roadways or in the county’s three municipalities of Bell, 
Fanning Springs and Trenton. 
     The City of Fanning Springs is partly in Levy County and partly in Gilchrist County. 
     The attorney said certain activities are permitted in the variously zoned places in the 
county. To go beyond what is already permitted, a petitioning landowner can seek 
approval of a special use permit. 
     Given that approval, a developer may want to create a site plan as he or she works 
within the bounds of federal, state and county laws for building structures, parking lots, 
utilities and the like in undeveloped or otherwise developed land in the county. 
      Commissioner Langford requested that the attorney and County Administrator 
Crosby provide the commission members with a map of the county at the next meeting 
showing the diverse types of existing zoning. Crosby said these maps will be relatively 
large, but they can be created.  
     Those maps may aid the County Commission members to see a picture of the county 
as a whole for future developments. 
     When Vice Chairman Smith asked about revising what is allowed already within 
zoning to go beyond what is allowed, Attorney Lang explained that one factor is 
especially important. The county cannot create a zoning enclave. For instance, there 
cannot be an island of agriculturally zoned property surrounding a single parcel that is 
to become zoned industrial. 
     There are many finer points to zoning laws and development. 
     One part that needs to be added to the Gilchrist County Comprehensive Plan, Lang 
said as he introduced commissioners and reminded them, is the property rights element 
that became mandated after the 2021 Florida Legislative Session. North Florida 
Professional Services, a contractor with the county for certain services, is creating 
verbiage to fit into the county’s building and zoning codes to meet the new state law. 
     Before the attorney’s meeting the request of the County Commission to bring it into 
more understanding about land development regulations via his review of them during 
regular meetings, the County Commission was highly active in getting other things done 
that evening. 
 

SPEED HUMPS 
     The Feb. 7 County Commission meeting showed a concerned parent brought a 
petition to the County Commission to close a road or add speed bumps to it in the Oak 
Leaf Subdivision, to the southeast of Trenton. 
     Closing the road could not happen, the County Commission learned, because there 
would be construction required to create a cul-de-sac that made that idea cost 
prohibitive. 
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     Hence the petition to close the road became moot. There were 13 signatures on a 
petition seeking speed bumps, and the County Commission voted 5-0 to approve the 
recommendation of County Administrator Crosby voted to install speed humps for 
about $3,000. 
     Speed humps are just as they sound. In contrast with the road obstacles that rattles a 
vehicle crossing speed bumps, a speed hump takes the vehicle up for a short distance 
before it levels and then drops again. 
     Both devices slow down vehicles that are going faster than a safe speed, and both can 
cause damage if a driver fails to adhere to the maximum speed limit noted for them. 
Some people try to drive around speed bumps and speed humps, and there are methods 
added if that is seen as a problem. 
     Also, the County Commission on Crosby’s recommendation voted 5-0 to post the new 
speed limit on that part of Southeast 101st Street near Trenton to be 20 m.p.h. 
 

PICKUP TRUCK PURCHASE 
     The County Commission voted 5-0 to purchase a Ford 250 pickup truck for the 
Gilchrist County Fire Department. 
     The state contract price that Crosby quoted was $45,046.  
     According to a story by Maeve Rich, published on Feb. 28, in Motor Biscuit, the 2022 
Ford F-250 price starts at $37,495 for the XL base-level trim. The F-250 XLT price 
starts at $42,220, and the Super Duty Lariat costs $50,605. The King Ranch takes the 
price up a little higher, to $65,595. The Platinum costs $68,910, and the high-end Ford 
F-250 Limited price starts at $87,630. 
     Crosby said the price he found for the Ford F-250 that he would buy would be about 
$64,000 if not for the state contract price of $45,046, which he secured. 
     Another purchase of a vehicle by the County Commission on a 5-0 vote Thursday 
night, on a recommendation by Crosby, was a “new” 2021 Dodge Ram pickup truck for 
$34,995 at the state contract purchase price. 
     Crosby said this Dodge truck will be split 50-50 for payment between the budgets for 
the Gilchrist County Emergency Management and Gilchrist County Tourist 
Development Council. Gilchrist County Emergency Management Director Ralph Smith 
and Gilchrist County Tourist Development Council Director Donna Creamer will drive 
that vehicle, according to what was said at the meeting Thursday. 
 

FINE AND LIEN FORGIVENESS 
     A code enforcement action that started in November of 2005, County Administrator 
Crosby said, continued through a judgment levied in 2007 for Gilchrist County to be 
awarded $23,300. 
     That judgment for $23,300 was refiled in 2013, Crosby said. 
     This was for code violations on property owned by Carol and William Lovelady, 
Crosby said. 
     William Lovelady in 2021 met with Gilchrist County Code Enforcement Officer 
Rodney Tomlinson, because Lovelady had paid the property loan; but he discovered the 
$23,300 lien placed on the property by Gilchrist County had not been released, Crosby 
said. 
     This month – March of 2022, Crosby said, Tomlins found the property had been 
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cleaned and all of the previous code violations had been resolved.  
     Crosby said that since Lovelady has satisfied the mortgage and cleaned the property, 
it is Crosby’s recommendation that the County Commission forgive the lien.  
     On a motion by Vice Chairman Smith, seconded by County Commissioner Thomas, 
the County Commission voted 5-0 to Forgive the $23,300 lien against Lovelady. 
     When the only journalist in the room asked the County Commission if this sets a 
precedent for future code violators to seek and be given relief, County Administrator 
Crosby said he felt this does not set a precedent. 
     Instead, Crosby said, the county sought to have the code violations dealt with. Given 
the personal hardship that Lovelady experienced this past year, Crosby said he felt the 
forgiveness of the debt was proper by the county. Crosby said each code enforcement 
action such as when a violator seeks forgiveness of fines or liens is going to be 
adjudicated upon the merits or aggravating circumstances in each case. 
 

LEGAL ADS 
     As best as can be determined, the Gilchrist County Commission is placing its legal ads 
in the weekly Levy County newspaper that is owned by a predominantly Kentucky-based 
group of investors.  
     This new practice started with the recent closure of the Gilchrist County Journal. 
     Jeff M. Hardison, a Levy County resident and sole proprietor doing business 
as HardisonInk.com, the 12-year-old daily news website that covers news and human 
interest stories focusing on Levy County, Gilchrist County and Dixie County, said he 
feels his online publication already has the traffic to justify using it for legal ads from all 
three counties of the Tri-County Area 
     “And there are public libraries,” he added, “in all three counties where people can use 
computers or laptops to read this publication for free, as well as the same methods being 
available at homes, schools and businesses – including restaurants and fast-food 
locations.” 
     As with many laws, Hardison added, Florida law has fallen behind the changes in 
technology. 

 


