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O’Steen’s federal criminal 
case set for June 6 trial 
Plea deadline is May 25 
Motions deadline is March 22 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 20, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 
     JACKSONVILLE – In the federal criminal case against M. Michael O’Steen, the 
United States District Court, Middle District Of Florida, Jacksonville Division, has 
scheduled the trial for June 6, according to records. 
     O’Steen, who currently is the county attorney for the Dixie County Board of County 
Commissioners, was indicted in 2021 for federal crimes in connection with former Third 
Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jeffrey Siegmeister, 53, formerly of Live Oak. 
     O’Steen’s former co-defendant Siegmeister pleaded guilty on Feb. 22 to conspiracy to 
use a facility of commerce for unlawful activity—specifically, bribery and extortion—
conspiracy to commit extortion, wire fraud, and filing a false tax return, according to 
United States Attorney Roger B. Handberg. 
     Siegmeister faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in federal prison for conspiring to 
commit extortion and wire fraud, five years in federal prison for conspiring to use a 
facility of commerce for bribery and extortion, and three years in federal prison for filing 
a false tax return. 
     Siegmeister also agreed to forfeit $518,803.50 and 7,372 shares of The Coca-Cola Co. 
common stock, proceeds he obtained through his commission of the offenses, according 
to records. 
     Siegmeister was the elected State Attorney for the Third Judicial Circuit of Florida 
from 2013 through 2019, and O’Steen was a defense attorney who represented clients 
being prosecuted by Siegmeister’s office, according to information in the indictment. 
     An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed one or more 
violations of federal criminal law, and every defendant is presumed innocent unless, and 
until, proven guilty. In this instance, it is at the federal level. 
     Florida’s Third Judicial Circuit includes Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, 
Madison, Suwannee and Taylor counties. 
     As part of the conspiracy to use a facility of commerce for unlawful activity, between 
approximately November 2017 and May 16, 2019, O’Steen requested official acts from 
Siegmeister—including the favorable disposition of charges filed against his clients and 
the delay of official actions in order to enable O’Steen to obtain additional “fees” from at 
least one of his clients—for which Siegmeister solicited bribes from O’Steen, according 
to prosecutors. 
     The plea agreement where the former state attorney pled guilty states that, on April 
16, 2018, Siegmeister sent O’Steen four photographs of bulls he was selling, after the 
sentencing of one of O’Steen’s clients, indicating that Siegmeister expected O’Steen to 
purchase a bull from him in exchange for the favorable treatment Siegmeister had 
provided O’Steen’s client. 
     With respect to the extortion count, O’Steen solicited Siegmeister to resolve a case 
against another of his clients, referred to as “Client B,” through pre-trial intervention 
(“PTI”), according to information released by the United States Attorney’s Office. The 
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plea agreement indicates that Siegmeister made it clear to O’Steen that if O’Steen 
wanted Client B to get a PTI agreement, then O’Steen would have to buy one of 
Siegmeister’s bulls. 
     On August 17, 2018, O’Steen told Client B, “I can make everything go away all, your 
brothers, the other two nolle pros with you sign an agreement to pay their cost of 
investigation, you leave, you will not have to report but one time, uh, ah, I need $75,000 
and everything goes away and you pay the money,” this conversation represents that 
O’Steen had favors with Siegmeister for which people would pay him, according to 
records.    
     Siegmeister admitted to committing wire fraud by defrauding the probate court and 
the estate of a man identified by the initials “L.T.,” according to records, when serving as 
the voluntary guardian of L.T. While serving as the voluntary guardian, Siegmeister 
admitted to inflating the expenditures incurred by L.T. in a filing to the probate court 
and to diverting more than $500,000 in assets from L.T.’s estate to pay Siegmeister’s 
own personal expenditures in 2015 and 2016. 
     Siegmeister admitted that he had failed to report the diverted funds on his tax 
returns, according to records. 
     Siegmeister had been separately charged with conspiracy to commit federal program 
bribery and federal program bribery in connection with another prosecution by the State 
Attorney’s Office for the Third Judicial Circuit. According to the indictment, Ernest 
Maloney Page IV, was a defense attorney representing a client charged with two driving 
under the influence (“DUI”) offenses. 
     Decades ago, Page was an assistant state attorney in the Third Judicial Circuit. 
     In regard to Page’s client’s family, they owned a tractor dealership. In or around 
September of 2017, State Attorney Siegmeister informed attorney Page that he would 
favorably resolve one of the client’s DUI charges in exchange for a $10,000 discount on 
a tractor Siegmeister wanted to buy from the client’s dealership, and favorably resolve 
both DUI charges in exchange for a $20,000 discount. 
    Ultimately, Siegmeister and his wife purchased a tractor and accessories from the 
client’s dealership, the price of which Page’s client discounted by approximately 
$20,000, according to records. In exchange, Siegmeister dismissed the DUI charges and 
Page’s client pleaded guilty to charges of reckless driving with alcohol and refusal to 
submit to a blood alcohol test, according to records. 
     On Aug. 20, 2020, Page pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit federal 
program bribery for his role in facilitating this transaction.  
     As for O’Steen, federal court records show that O’Steen remains free on bail, pending 
completion of the action related to the federal criminal charges of which he has been 
indicted, according to records. 
     United States District Court Judge Marcia Morales Howard, for the Middle District of 
Florida (Jacksonville Division), is scheduled to preside over the O’Steen case if it 
reaches trial. 
     Records show that counsel for defendants Siegmeister and O’Steen as of Feb. 22 
(2022) were Waffa Hanania, Mitch Stone and Ryan McFarland. 
     The clerk’s minutes proceedings of that criminal status conference, as noted earlier in 
this story, show defendant Siegmeister entered a guilty plea that morning. 
     Also on Feb. 22, defendant O’Steen moved to continue the trial, and the government 
had no objection to the continuance.  



HardisonInk.com 
     “The Court finds that the ends of justice served by granting such a continuance 
outweigh the best interest of the public and the defendant in a speedy trial,” according 
to records. 
     All time from now until the end of the June 2022 trial term shall be excludable time, 
according to records. 
     A special status hearing is set for May 2, 2022, at 3:30 p.m. (Defendant O’Steen is 
required to be present.) 
     The trial (date certain) is scheduled for June 6, at 9 a.m. The parties shall hold the 
weeks of June 6 and June 13, for trial, according to records. 
     No later than March 22, counsel shall file a notice advising the Court as to whether 
they consent to the Magistrate Judge selecting the jury, according to records. 
     The motions deadline is March 22. The plea deadline is May 25, as of the action in 
federal court on Feb. 22, according to records. 
     This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Internal 
Revenue Service-Criminal Investigation. 
     It is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys Kelly S. Karase and David 
B. Mesrobian, according to records. 

 


